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IIEBED AT STATIONKBG' HALL, 



JI.Edwtrdtk iVlDlcitSS, H^-tt[«et,Ctit\ltuVHi 




lait of tbia little work, wu written 
for the memben of my own fioclf. 

ODce anticipate, that it wouU find 
IT in the ejei of the Lord'i people 

or obtain to laige a diculation m it 
ly and moat g^ati^^g, are the teiti- 
lave received of its uaefiilnesi; and 

I been requested to write a second 
he erening of the day. But having 
liilike to writing, and inucb work of 
ind OD my band*, I have for a long 
led to gratify m j frienda in thia partie- 
it at length, finding that the work 
lo grow in the eatimation of the public, 
ig now about THinTY tBouband 
circulation, while the demand for it 

rather than diminishes, 1 have con- 
write a Kcond volume to conespond 
nt. 

n is the ume, and so is the design, 
views of truth also, wbieh are found 
; part, will be found in tliia ; tot \Xv& 
* »een bo reaaon to change bu vvisi&i 
> to my of the great »n4 i^uarwM 



\ 



iloctrinei of the gospel, since writing that. We 
ivnnt nothing new in divini^, the old is better. 
We only nant the power and unction of the 
Holy S|iiht, to bring home the truth with 
eiiei^ and savour to our bouIs. We nantiuore 
of ChKat, and leu of self. May the Lord, who 
has so graciously made use of the former 
volume for the good of liis people, and the 
glory of hia name, make use of this also. May 
it endear the Saviour, promote confidence in 
Co4i lead to entire consecration of soul to him, 
and be the means of comforting many a weaiy 
pilgrim. May we all be led from the fleeting 
vanities of time, to the substantial realities of 
eternity. Reader, )^ve the Author an interest 
in your prayers. He desires two things princi- 
pally, to be more holy, and to be more usefiil. 
\s a member of the one church of Jesus, 
be desires to promote the love, peace, and uiii^ 
}f the whole body; ever remembering, that 
tiowever we may differ in some things, we are 
ill ONE IN HIM. Most heartily and earnestly 
therefore does he pray, that grace, merey, and 
fteace, may be with all who lovo our Lord 
lesua Christ in sincerity. 




JANUARY 1. S 

7b tloM ma» will I look.—lmA Ixri. 2. 
To what mwiT The poor in tpnt. Tlie 
intuble. The man who tremble* *t hi» n-orit. 
Vho hei low in self-abasement at hii throne. 
V1h> niouriu over bit folliei and hia fault*. 
Tho fean to offend it God «o good, to holv, m 
ftM. The man irbo looki to Jeaua for life, 
«ace. and ererlaitinj; aalvation. To iiieb the 
AtrA will look. He will observe them. He 
nil wlmiie them. He irill manifest bii uipro- 
ation of them. He will look and lore. Look 
n<l listen to their prajers. Look and accept 
lieii persons and serriees. Look and honour 
hem, TisitinK them as hii friends, direlling with 
bem as his cbihlren, owning them as his jewels, 
nd using them as instruments for his glorv. 
[e will look upon them and strengthen them as 
e did Gideon. Look, and restore them as he 
id Peter. Look, and so lift up the lipht of his 
mmtenanee upon them, and g^ve them peace. 
[y soul, hart thou been looking to tlie Iiord to 
ay? Hast thon looked onto him as thy Fsther? 
r »o, douhtleaa be has been looking upon thee 
ith a Fatlier's love. He is now looking; down 
pon tliee with approbation. Sweet thought ! 
ne look of God is more than wealth, more 
lan honour. Retire to rest this ni^ht with the 
tonght, Jehovah is looking upon me with love. 

He proves his lore, diipUjs his grace, 
llirough Ihe redemption of his Son', 

Hr turna my feet from sinfiiT ways, 
Aadpudona what my hands hsve doT»-i. 




6 JANUARY 2. 

Now aitt Ipraite the Lord.—Oen. xjls. 25. 
Ingratitude is a gmt lin, mil yet it is very 
commoD. Mercies come unnoticed, they are 
enjoyed without gratitude, and depart nithout 
praise. Hon many favours have we enjoyed 
which we have never acknowledged. Yet the 
Lord baa said, " He tliat olTereth jirnJEe glonfieth 
me." Let ub reflect upon our mercies, repent 
of our ingratitude, nnit say with Leah, "Nou> 
will I praise the Lord." Who can have more 
reason T When shall we have a more favourable 
opportunity ? Let ua be^n at once, and praise 
him for temporal favours, but especially for 
spiritual blessings. Let ua blesa him for what 
he has done, and for what he. has promised. 
For what was given us in Adam, but more for 
what was given us in Christ. That he has 
generously provided all ne can neeil. and has 
presented all be has provide*! to be received by 
us without money or without price. All he 
sends us is in love, all lie does to us is in mercy, 
whether it lie pleasant or pwnfill. Therefore let 
us attend to the Apostle's exhortation, and " in 
everything ^ve thanks ; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning us." " Giving 
thanks always for all things unto God even the 
Father, in the name of our Lord J<;sus ChtisL" 
"Praise is comely for the upright." 
Bless, O my saul, Ihe Uvhig God; 
Call home thy Ihoughls, Ih^l rove sbroad : 
Why shoulA Die wonders, lie hslh wrought, 
Be lost in silence, and forgot 



JAKUART 3. 7 

Oiu Mediator b^wtm Ood and nmii. 
1. Tim. u. 5. 
There i> but one Mediator; nun luu inTented 
more, but God bos appointed, reremled, and 
■ecepted but one. (hie is lufBeient. Jeiu* 
tlone u the Mediator of reeoaciUition. Hia 
atonement is infinite in its value and etBcac; ; it 
honoured the lair, aatisfied juiticB, and glonlied 
ill the perfections of God. It perfected for ever 
them that ate aanctilied. It ii a tacrifiee of a 
iweet smelling tavour unto God. On the ground 
if the one sacriflce of Jeaut, linnen are received, 
fwrdoned, and accepted of God. Let nothing 
else en<;a^ vour attention when leeking accep- 
tance nith God, go through Jeiua, through 
Jeans only : however vile, however sinful you 
nsj be, there is reconciliuion to God through 
die' death of his Son. There is but one MtMliator 
A intercession. One is sufficient. Jesus ever 
irea to make intercession. The Father alwajr* 
lears him. We need no one to dispose his 
nhid to pitj, lis'en to, or plead for us; hia 
latnie is love, it is hia office and work to save, 
md he delights in his work. Therefore he is 
lUe also to aave them to the attcrmoit, ivlio come 
into Ood by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
ntereeasion for them. Go toGodthen, by Jeaus; 
ad acceptance is certain, a hlesaing is aure. 

He ever lives to intercede 
Before bu Father's face : 

Oiva him, my mouI, thj cause to p\ea&, 
Xordoabt the Falber'a grace. 




JANUARY 4. 



All Ikingt are yourt. — 1. Cor. iii. 21. 
"Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not 
God chosen the poor of this irorld rich in faith, 
and hein of the kingdom Hhich be hath prom* 
iied to them that love him?" What a paradoi 
ii this, poor yet rich, ai baring nothing, yet 
poueiung all things! All tbingi aie oura. For 
om' use and benefit. To enjoy even when ne 
do not BCtuall; poiaeia. Made over to lis to 
covenant, presented to Di in the promises, to be 
realized and enjoyed bj faith, to claim and pos- 
sess by and by. We shall have all that is really 
needfol in time, and the nhole nhen Jesus shiA 
appear the lecond time without sin nnto salva- 
tion. We are heirs of Ood, noil joint heirs witb 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; and whether we reflect 
on things temporal or spiritual, things present 
or future, things painful or pleasant, things on 
earth or in heaven, we may justly say, "All 
things are ours." Qod is onrs, our portion ; 
Jeius is ours, our Bridegroom ; the Holy Spirit 
is ours, our Comforter; earth is ours, our school 
room; heaven is ours, our eternal home. But 
do we believe this 7 Do we live realizing this 
glorious truth ? Can we lay down to-night on 
our pillows and say with confidence, all thing* 
are mine 7 If so, it may be well said to nt, 
" I know your poverty, hut you are riek." 
God is our joy and portion >lill. 

When earthly good retires i 
^e vill our hetm sustain and ail, 
When eartb ileelf expire*. 




JANUART 6. 9 

7b dieityant.— Pha. i. 21. 
look nt death aa creatuiei, tre ihall fear 
if »e look at it u chriitians, we tha]l 
t wai oDce a cnrte, it is now a blcMtn^. 
L Icni, it ii now a gaio. Dying we nun 
dom from every foe, trial, and trouble ; 
am pomecaioD of inniimerable bleMiDga. 
: freed from tin, and made perfect in 
I. We are delivered from ticknCH and 
nd enjo]' perfect health tad bappincM. 
til gain knowledge, for then iDall w« 
iven aa we are known. We ihall gun 
•, for then we Eball be witb Cbriit and 
faiai. We ihall gain honour, for then 
obn ahall be given ni, and we iball b« 
'(edged a« Tietorioua orer aatan, tbe 
and lin. We thai) rit down with Jetui 
itmme. Deatb to every believer it gain, 
[mediate gain. It ia great gain. It 14 
ting gain. It may be painful to pas* 
I, nut ita remits will be glorioos. And 
ifeardeathT Wbyihouldne? Jeaosuiji, 
at keepeth ntj layingi, ab all never taite of 
' He may aleeri, he m»j depart to be with 
4, be may go nome to rest alter tbe toil* 
i^etaof lif^, hot be shall neverdie, death 
o dominion over bim. Look through 
t death, and look through death to Jeaua. 
on will the Lord, my life appear ; 
on ihall I end mj trials hete, — 
ar* >in, and torrow, death tni wni 
lin If Cbriar— to die ia gwa. 



10 JANUARY 6. 

Martha, Martha, thou art careful. — Luke x. 41. 
Jeaua loreH Martha, and Marthai lored Jetus: 

but Martha was too anxious about temporal 
things, and therefore Jesus lovingly reproved 
her. She was entaogled and hurried, and his 
aim was to «et her free. Her care was intense, 
d while it irritiated her temper it hindered her 



Lord's diadplea, bow muiy Marthas have ne 
ID the church, how very few Marys. Let us 
take our seat at the feet of Jesus by Mary'a 
side, let ua litt«n to his word, let us retdize his 
care for us, and let us try and cast all our care 
on him. All our concerns are in his hands, ell 
e under his controu), all eventa 



glory, to be satisfied with his airangementa, and 
to Uve in peace. Let the peace of Ood rule in 
your hearts. Whatever happens will be over- 
ruled for your good. You will soon leave the 
present scene, and leave behind you all the ob- 
jects about which you have been careful. Be 
prayerAil, but not careful. Attenil to Martha's 
duties in Mary's spirit. Receive thy Lord's re- 
Moof this evening a* spoken to thee, and try to 
Dury thy cares where be has buried thy liiu. 

How oft we are like Mirths vex'd, 
Encumber'd, hurried, and perplei'd ? 
Whjle triSea so eagrota our thought, 
^S* two thing aeeSful is forgot. 




JANUARY 7. 11 

I wia lumour tun. — Pi. zd. IS. 
" Them that bonour me 1 will bonour." 
Self-extJtation dithoiioura the Lord, uid Trill 
bring »■ into ilisRretbt and dii^race; but lelf- 
denial is tlie road to ailvancement and bonour. 
If the chrirtiBQ denj himself, and keep hia ey« 
and his bexrt ateadily fixed on the Lord's glory, 
the Lionl will honour him. He ahall be broiubt 
dirough all difficulties with credit, be cleared of 
all slaoden and acandalt that may be thrown 
npou him. and enjuy his Father't iinile in the 
darkeat day. The Lord will visit bim, bold 
•weet communion with him, and raiae hia mind 
above all the circumstaDcea that awrotuid him. 
In aickneis he will soothe and comfort him, in 
liealtli icuide and direct him; in poverty he will 
bli-u liiin with contentment, and in plenty with 
a blteral spirit; tfaroueh life he will sustian and 
tu|iply him, and in ileath animate and receive 
tiiiii. While he lives he shall be a blessinr, and 
after death have a station near the throne. 
Ileloved, deny self, mortify the flesh, rise above 
llie world, live by faith, walk with Ood, honour 
the Lord, and he will honour you. Leave your 
eonceruB in his hands, while you seek to pro- 
mote bis kingdom and glory ; and you will find 
that he will bless your provisioD, and satisfy 
you with the bread of heaven. 

He that denies himself for me. 
My kingdom to extend; 

Sba!) tMfte my love, my glory tee. 
And I will be hia friend, 



12 JANUARY 8. 

HitheTlohatktheIx)Td helped iu.—\.Sim.m. 12. 

God b futhful : ami he hath nritten out hi» 
faithfiilneBa in our experience in very legible 
charscters. He promiBcd to help ub, and 
though nehave paited through {ire anil throii};h 
water, though our journey has been long, our 
road rough, our foes many, our sins great, and 
our faith feeble, he b&a ever been to us a very 
preeeut help in trouble. He has helped lis in 
derkneu and tight, in summer and winter, in 
toal and in body. Let as to-night record his 
merciei, let ui lift up the Ebenezer, let ua bear 
witness to hi* faithfulneas; and from the past 
let us draw encouragement for the future, bs 
who hath helped us m time past, will help us 
now, will help us in all time to come. He 
■ays, "I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, 
imtil I have done that whieh I have spoken to 
thee of." Let us ^t^joiec and be glad, singing 
with the Psalmist, " Our help is in the name of 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth." And 
as he bath said, " I will never leave tbee nor 
forsake thee." Let us boldly say, "the Lord 
ii mj helper, and I will not fear what man can 
do unto me." llemember, whatever may change, 
whoever may change, thy God is in one mind, 
and none can turn him; therefore trust in 
him, and he will help you out of every trial. 
Thus &r his arm hath led u> oni 
Thaa /ax wo make his mercy known : 

-J»i< itAiJK ire tread (his desert land, 
t ■'**»■ oarciei shaii new songs demand. 




vJUci it ealUdCahary. — Lu. xxm. 33. 
:ed OethKiauie this mnrniDg, let ui 
try to-ni;;ht. There Jem* «affere<l 
xl, here 
Heia 

0^ to the (laughter. See him ptMing 
le eatea of Jenmlem, weaij, weak, 
i bis cTOu kid on his ihoulden. 
Is the eminence, the common plsce of 
—the erou it hud on the ground — be 
ed upon it — his arms and legs sre 
-Bud the nsils *re driven through his 
feet— it is raited up snd tbrust into 
with a violent jerk — all his bones sre 
)int — tod be hangs s spectacle of 
1 iroe. See his attenuated frame, his 
Ls, bit sunken eye, hit thom-erowned 
death-stricken countensnce, and bear 



ed, he it made sin 
■■ suffers, the innocent for the guilty — 
die just for the unjust. It is th« 
^ring for his iheep i the Bridegroom 
hitbnde; and thetlead ransoming his 
died for ut, m our atesd, that we migbt 
Often let utiitit Cslvaiy, and mute 



the dread scene of death, the last 
Mirtant hour draw a au;^, 
with mj dying ejes, I'U cttl 
ok on Calvary. 



14 JANUARY 10. 

Odd iatk kiffkly exaUed Aim.— Pliil. it. 9. 
No one ever sunk bo Ion aa Jeaiu, no une ii, 
or ever will be raised bo high. He was con- 
udered u unfit to live, he was treated as a 
despicable norm, be was put to death in the 
flesh; but God hath bighlyexalted him. He is 
gone into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of God, he wear* a name which is above eveiy 
name, he poasessei all authority in heaven and 
on earth, thrones, and dominions, and princi- 
palities, and powers are made subject unto him. 
His crown ghtters with sparkUng gems brighter 
than the morning sun, his sceptre extends over 
all creation, his kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and bis dominion endureth throughout 
all generations. He is the object of angelic 
Rdmiration and adoration, the subject of every 
•01^. His exsltation is the reward of his 
humiliation, sufferings, and death; but it is a 
fweet thought, that he is exalted for bis people's 
Rood, for his people's glory. Exalted to give 
uiem repentance and remission of sins, to 
sanctify their Borrows, supply their wants,, secure 
their safe arrival around bis throne, and glorify 
them with himself for ever. Immortal Saviour! 
may I know the power of thy resurrection, glorify 
thy grace, be raised up, and be made to ait 
togetner with thee in thy glory [ 

To him whom men deepiie snd slight, 




JANVARTIl. 15 

Oram me. — Sol. Song. i. 4. 
iveet and precioiu is tbe inntitioii of Jeiui, 
eh we coaiidered tbii tnoming ; but we feel 
t •ometbiag more tlun the invitation ii ne- 
laty. There is often s want of inclination, 
•oul ii tluggiih, tbe heart ia bear^, a host 
tbiD)i!t interpoae to keep ut from hii fuIneM. 

invitation u ■ full and lufBcieut wammt, 
Moy go to bim, we nuy go with confldeuce, 
may go when we will, and for all we need; 
heart i« kind, bit reaonrcei are thrown open, 
wont ii true; biitweneed tbe drawingi of 
Holv Spirit. Our weaknesn, our reluctance, 

(liflicullic> we meet with, make ui cry, 
raw tiv;'' be liai drawn us, else we had 
:r appruHdicd bim ; for he has said, " No 
1 can come unto me, except tlie Father 
■Ai hath sent me draw bim." This drawing 
le effect and proof of eternal Iotc, hence we 
1, " I hare lored thee with an everlasting 
:, tker^ore with loimg-kindnas have I 
n Ihte." The Lord's drawings are *o sweet 

we yield before wc are aware, " I drew 
a with corda of love;" they are so natural, 

tbey always prevail, " I drew them as with 
bands of a man." May Jesus draw us from 

world, from tin, and from self to-night ; 

be draw ua to bis footstool, and to his tht«ne> 
O lead me to Ih; mercy-seat, 

Attract me oearer still ; 
Draw ait, like Mary to thy fert, 
To til and Jearn thy nill. 



16 JANUARY 12. 

Good tidings of great joy, — ^Luk 

There is everything in our hearts 
doi/vn; and fill us with dejection ; ai 
meet with things in the world, or th* 
the church, to make us sorrowful : b 
pel brings us glad tidings of great jo 
before us a Saviour, and such a Sav 
who is God and can deliver us, one 
and mil sympathise with us. One 
by experience what our trials mear 
brings all the resources of God t( 
case ; so that we may well ask, *' W 
cast down, O my soul?" In his bio 
a full, a certain pardon for all sin ; i 
dience, a righteousness, to justify m 
for ever before God ; in his fulness, 
variety of blessings, to supply our 
in his promises, comfort to cheer us i 
eloomy hours. lie is a Saviour for s 
he did, he did for sinners; just such 
we daily feel ourselves to be. Fc 
obeyed the law, for such he made 
for such he now pleads before his 1 
just such sinners that he invites to 
and for such he is preparing mansioi 
▼en. AMiatever is necessary to coi 
tiding good, is in the gospel; an 
requisite to fill us with great joy, is 

This love exceeds our highest thou 
Its length and breadth in vain are i 
No tongue can tell its depth and h 
lie love ofOod is infnite. 




JANUARY 13. 17 

M mine wbelitf.—ilaik. ix. 24. 
ia often weak, and our unbslief verjr 
I an natural for ■ ainner to diabelieve 
ia often difficult for a chriitian to 
lit to God'a promisca. Sometimes 
lean to be too good to be true ; at 
ire hare aach & vivid senae of our 
lat we eannot admit that nicb great 
bleaainga are for ua. Indeed, it ia 
to believe that God ia aa good a^ 
laiea; that hia promisei belong to 
i and that we may, ihottld, believe 
and plead them aa made to u«. 
umption, and ao yield to unbelief, 
aatan, and «o doubt and fear. But 
' If I aay the truth, why do ye not 
' la tben the promise true? Ia 
plainT la it made to snDeri? 
tnm Brace ? Ia it given us thai 
|tloriae<] in hia mercy, love, and 
rben let us endeavour to believe, 
: word, to expect that God will do 
I. Let ua take our unbelief where 
ither tint — to Jetus ; let ua confess 
and cry with his disciple* of old, 
sse our" faith." Or with the poor 
ext, " Help tbou mine unbehef." 
onqner it, and to triumph over it> 



18 JANUARY 14. 

Hold up my goings in thy paths. — Ps. xni. 6. 
Futures, follies, and mistakes, Bbonld testl u> 
to our forgirioK God; and teach us the necessity 
of close «ftlking with God. We need to be 
conetantly upheld by divine power, ati^ to be 
guided by divine wisdom. We are proiie to 
start aside as a broken bow. Many bave fallen 
into sin; many do fall; we are as much eX]>oseil 
to temptation as they were, and are as liaole to 
be overcome. Satan is watchful, tcmptationa 
ore powerful, and out hearts aie weak. Let na 
therefore cry to the Strong One for strength, 
and let it be oiir duly prayer, "Hold up my 
f(oing8 in thy paths." In every duW, as well ai 
in every tri^; in the calm, as well as in the 
storm; we need to be upheld; for unless the 
Lord uphold ua, we shall fall into presumption, 
or despuri into self-righteousneBS, or licentious' 
uess; into open sin, or secret backsliding. We 
' are ocFer safe, but as the Lord keeps us ; and he 
keeps bv teaching us our weakness, our pronenesi 
to wander, aud by leading us to nslk softly befoM 
him, in faith, and humihty of mind. We are ne- 
ver so liable to wander, as when we fani^ there 
is DO fear of it ; nor so likely to fall as when we 
think it impossible. Beloved, if you are not 
daily seeking diviiie protection, you are in danger 
of being overcome. Examine. Watch. Pray. 

Now, Holy Spirit, to my heart. 

Wisdom »nd holiness imput; 

Vpio)d me hj thy mighty power, 
la evejy daik or dangerous boui. 



JANUAKT 15. t<> 

We all do fait a$ a Uitf.—lni. Ixiv. 6. 
What a contrast betireen an unchangeable 
God, and a sinner fading like a leaf I Yet, this 
ii a true picture of us, and of all temporal 
things. We be^an to look green and gay not 
long since, and in a little time we shell trither, 
faile, and ilie. " Man that i« bom of a iTOmao 
is of fen daya and iiill of trouble. lie cometb 
forth like a doner, anil iacutdown." Humbling 
consideration this. But it may be rendered 
very lueful. Let us endeaTour to turn it to 
account. Shall ne soon fade and die- then let 
us Dot be much affected by anythingthat occurs 
beloir. Let us set our affections on things 
above, aail lay up for ourselves treasures in 
heaven. Let us live by faith on Jesus, walk 
with God, and aim principally to jilease him in 
all we do. Let ua alao ivatcli against a norldly 
spirit, anilpass the time of oar sojourning here 
in fear. Wc shall soon And health, give place 
to sickness ( strength, to weakness; youth, to 
age : the dying bed, the coffin, the grave, are 
just before us; let us therefore make our calling 
and our election sure; let us cultivate close and 
filial feUowship with God; let us dig deep and 
Ifty our foundation upon the rock. Brethren, 
the time is short, eternity with all its glories ia 
just before us, we all do fade as a le^. 

On the tree of life eternal, 
O let all our hopes be staid I 

This alone, for ever vernal, 
Be»rs a Jeaf Ibat shall not taAe. 



20 JANUARY 16. 

/{ t« v>eU.~2. Kings, iv. 26, 
What a mercy to be able to say so I Still if 
we are in Cfamt, if clothed with his riehteoas- 
I1G9S, if living upon him as the bread of life, " it 
is well." For all our sba are blotted out, the 
Holy Spirit dwells in our hearts, and God looki 
down upon us and loves us with an infinite lore. 
It is well, for our names ai'e in the book of life, 
our cause is in the Saviour's bands, and our 
peace with God ia made. It may be a day of 
darkness with us, but the Lord is our everlasting 
light, and the days of our mourning will soon 
be ended. Providence may frown upon us, but 
temporal trials are only intended to endear 
spiritual blessings. We may feel weak, very 
weak, but the strength of Jesus shall be made 

Serfect in our weakness. Satan may sorely 
arrass and hunt us like the partridge upon the 
mountains, but God will bruise aatan under our 
feet shortly. Our hearts may appear barrcu 
and all within may wear a wintry aspect ; but 
this is only permitted to dri»e ua out of self, to 

Event spiritual pride, and to render Jesus and 
finished work more precious. It is well with 
them that fear the lx)rii, let outward things be 
as they may; for he watches over tbem to do 
them good, rejoices to bless and make them 
holy, and turns everything to their account. 
Though yau may trials sharp endure. 

From Bin, or death, or hell; 
Sour hearenly Father's love is sure, 
1^^ And therefore, "Jtis well." 




JANUARY I?. 21 

epk iJmII be wUUng. — P>. ex. 3. 

by nature ii willing to come to 
lalvntion, or to be saved by free and 
jrace alone. Human nature ii too 
mate, and proud: if we are willing 
ade ui «o. Nor ii any one desirous. 



e are heartily desiring and earnestly 
be made holy in heart aod life, it is 

are under the teaching of the Holy 
hat a mercy to know this '. How 
; give human nature credit For beioK 

it is, and fancy that what we feet, 
. do, i» merely from an enlightened 

not from a sanctified heart. The 
l>le are made willing by the Lord'* 
t that power works so secretly, ao 

auch strict accordance with our na- 
culties, that we do not perceive it. 
]oubt, whether Ood hath really c.illed 
«orDo7 Enquire, am I willing, to be 
ems as a poor loat sinner? Am I 
' B made holy, aa well B ■ - ■- - 



lie, and he haa made you willing ii 

hi« power. 

ng to be aaved by grace, 

ne see thy glorious face ; 

'\Bg to be holy loo, 

: m me to will and do. 



lis proiiiDitions as wen as nis promueay 
n<r that he only prohibits what would do 
injury. Can wo to-night join with David, 
y, " C) how 1 h)ve thy law, it is my mcdi- 

all the (lay ! " The law ])rohihits all 
Let us therefore drink into the mind of 
ind look at sin as "that abominable thing*' 

he hates. Let us hate evil thoughts, 
rive against them. Let us hate evil words, 
3ep the mouth as with a bridle. Let us 
vil works^ and abstain from all appearance 
1. The evils of the heart are the worst, 
9ther evils flow from them : especially let 
ware of an evil heart of unbelief in de- 
g from the living God. Would you hate 

Then walk close with God, be much in 
ship with him, and so will holiness become 
lement, and every species of evil your ab- 




JANDABT 19. 23 

JoiKt-Jteira mlk Chritt. — Rom. riij. 17. 
Related to Jesui now, we shall inherit witb 
him bv and by ; not only ai brethren or the 
same ujnilj, but as the bride inherit* with ber 
bridegroom. Jeius is constituted heir of all 
thing*, we are one with him, and u luch, are 
"heirs of God, aad joint-heirs with Jeans Christ." 
What dignity I What an unipeakable nrivil^ 
is thi* I We are heirs of salvation. The hein 
of promise. Connection with Adam, involved 
ni in ffiult, ruin, and misery; connection with 
Jesus, brings us righteousness, |ieace, and ever- 
lasting salvation. Now we suffer witb him, but 
we sbsU soon be glorified together. Now we 
taste the cup of bii sorrow, but we shall soon 
drink of the cup of his jovs. But are we indeed 
joiat-heirs? Are we children of God b; faith in 
Jesus Christ? Do we love our heavenly Father? 
Are we jealous for his hoaour and glory? Do 
we dehght in his presence, and suffer grief and 
■orrow in his absence? Have we sympathy 
with his beloved family? Is sin the object of 
oar hatred, and holiness our desire and delight? 
If so, Jesns calls us brethren, Jehovah calls ui 
children, and in Jesus, " we have obtained Ka 
inheritance, being predestinated according to 
the pnr[)ose of him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of his ou-n will." 

Children of God, through Jeeu's love 

Wb rise undoubted heire; 
His rich inhciitsncesbove, 
He with his brethren shales 



24 JANUARY 20- 

Th§ Lord givelk tcUdom. — Pror. ii. 6. 
In ofller to this he gives tu to feel that we 
need it, ardently to long for it, and eameitly to 
seek it at his throne. We need wisdom to walk 
circumspectly, to oTereome temptations, to work 
mssistentl^ m the Lord's vineyard, and to f^lo- 
rify God in our bodies, souls, and spirits which 
are hia. The wiedom we need we may have) 
not by labour, but by prayer; we cannot produce 
it, but God hss promised to bestow it. Hear 
his own word, "If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that ^veth to ell liberally, and 
tiphraidetb uot; imd tt ghall be given him. But 
let him ask in faith, nothing jravering." God 
is willing to bestow it, be promisca to impart it; 
we ought therefore to believe his word, ask him 
for it, as though he really meant what he hu 
said in bis promise; and expect it, because he ia 
faithful ana cannot lie. The wisdom he bestow* 
is most excellent and usefid. "The wisdom 
that is from above ia first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good &uiti, viithout partiality and without 
" Would you be wise unto salvation t 
in souls? Wise to avoid evil, and 

'e all possible good? Then seek wisdom of 
God, teek it instantly, seek it earnestly, aeek it 
in faith, and " t( i Aa^ bt given you." 

That wisdom. Lord, on me bestow, 

Gentle, and peaceable, and pure; 

That I may walk with thee below, 
^ Aad mtke my ovm gaJvalion sure. 



hypocrisy 



and hii pleBsure aliaulil be oi 

^(ntDplninins bJI tbe FaJlier ii 
Ve hniiil>lKil liimKlf anil bemme 
I noiv lie IS ci^HltCil. ami tAtulied, 
gh ; am! to us lie Biijs, " If any 
I, let him imitate me : and wlicre 
■11 also mj servant be : if any dibd 
biin will my Father honour." 
Christ may smk u9 in the eyes of 
salts us in tbe sight of God ; it 
■ to suffering nnil eautem|>t before 
tGoJ nill honour us witb hi.'^ pre- 
iles, and wilt aftervrani receive us 
HU whose aerrnnts have we been 
m have we been seeking to please? 
have we been cndesTourinf; to 
an we retire to rest as tbe servants 



ignily on man heslow i 1 
nyoicB ib^ jake to beat, 
onrerf with the esteem ol Go4, 



I 



26 JANUARY 22. 

Keep me as the apple of the eye. — Ps. 3mi. p. 

Through another day the Lord has shieldec' 
us, and we should to-night record his faithfd 
love. But while we record his past kindness 
we should i)rav for protection for the future 
What a beautiful, expressive, striking prayer h 
this ! Keep me, for thou art omnipotent, om< 
niscient, and all-wise. Keep me, for I am ex- 
posed to enemies and storms ; I am in dangei 
from various quarters ; I am weak and inexpe 
rienced as the newly fledged bird ; I fear I shal 
fall, I have no one on whom I can repose bu 
thee. Keep me as the apple of the eye, caie 
fully — constantly — tenderly — graciously. Keq 
me so, that I niav be useful aud ornamental a 
the apple of the eye. Keep me in Christ m} 
bead, watching, expecting, and enjoying th; 
presence and tixy blessing. Keep me, for I se 
many fall into sni, and I feel I am as liable a 
they. Keep me for such numbers decline, groi 
lukewarm, and leave the world under a cloud 
Keep me by night and by day ; and may I res 
lize thy preserving goodness, that I may wit! 
confidence say, ** The Lord is my keeper ; th 
Lord is my shade upon my right hand. Tfa 
Lord will preserve my goiujg out and my com 
ing in from this time forth, and even fo 
evermore." 

Jehovah, by his ceaseless care, 

Whose eye can never sleep, 
From earthly foes, from satan's snare, 

My soul shall safely keep. 




terMrf*«"ncI Howtbii£hth<Tne 
throngh tbc divine nonl ! But irhj 
e fettr, the Lon] exprculy telli u> thmt 
9 ii not to the inift, nor the bsttle to 
g, neither bread to the wi*e, nor yet 
men of undentandinBi nor yet farour 
Fricill; hut time and chuice happencth 
JL" Are we belierer» in Jesus T then 
1 not fear, for our God ii our friend, and 
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JANUARY 24. 



Christ died for us. — Rom. v. 8. 

What an unspeakable blessing is this ! Let 
us veiy seriously consider it to-night. Christ 
died, Jehovah's only begotten Son, the fountain 
of being and blessedness, the centre and source 
of all excellence and glory. Jesus, who united 
the divine and human natures in himself, he 
died: died as our great friend, who stood up for 
us in covenant, who stooped for us from heaven 
to earth, whose love was stronger than death. 
He died for us as the objects of his love and hig 
Father's choice; died for us though we were 
base, the ungodly — weak, without strength — re- 
bellious, his enemies. He died forus as the Head, 
for his body — as the Surety, for the debtors he 
had undertaken to set free — as the Redeemer, 
for captives he was pledged to deliver — as the 
Husband, for his beloved but fallen bride — as 
the Shepherd, for the flock entrusted to his 
care — as the Servant of the Father, who came 
to do his will and maintain his honour. He 
died for us to redeem us from death, to raise us 
to eternal life, to rf^store us to friendship with 
God, to fit us for his holy service, and that we 
might be crowned with glory at last. Let us 
therefore live looking to Jesus. 

Christ bore our sins upon the tree. 
To seek and save the lost he came ; 

There was he doomed lo set us free 
From death and everlasting shame ; 

The captive flock from hell was freed 
And ransom'd whtn their Shepherd bled. 



JANDART 25. » 

fkUthykimdiieitlQlhfii'^f—i.Smm.wn.lT. 
The eoodurt of Jesuit tomrdi aa, is tbe per- 
ctioa of kindneai; but our randuft toMid 
m, ii often jiut the rerenc Ho* oAen we 
M him with oe^ect, and iiuttad of pnTcr 
ioga deli^tfiil |mvil^e,itiiinirfc«o«BCInk. 
ow often we violate his poaDre preeepts, or 
nit to perfimn known and ariuKmledged 
itiea. flow often we doubt hit lore, thitnut 
I won], and complaan of hi> dadinea. How 
ten we ateoax*f^ the 8eil>, which be haa di- 
eted ua to nMMtify ) prefer the world, which 
hai commanded ua to fonakc ; and yiekl to 
tan, whom he haa eibotted ua to reutt. And 
re we not ■ometunea been afraid or sahamnl 
confeu him before the world ; or at leait to 
•r a plain, honeat, decided tettiinoDy for himT 
ell UUT our dieek* born with ihame, and our 
•oma fill with confliiion, if the question be 
t to ua, in refoenee to modi of our condDet 
mrd our kind and gradoos Bedeemer, " la 
■ thj kindnes* to Ay MendT" Hit kindneaa 
vanla ui ia nuureUoiia, and our unkiodDcts 
mnl him ia equally to. Let n« leek abesb 
E tokens of bis foiviviiig k>ve, sod in future 
len about to jield to temptation, tn pre 
ly to any lin, put the qucatioa to our con- 
lences, " Ja this tb; kindueu to thy friendT" 

Sore, were 1 not most iil« uid b»«», 
I couU not (bus taj friend requite I 

And were not be Ibe God of fracc, 
HrVSvwa aodqNira ine&ombi»n^\A. 




JANUARY 26. 

led by experience, — Gen. xxx. 27« 

iban in reference to the benefit he 
1 Jacob's services, and so may the 
ay in reference to the effects of 
JDg. Experience is knowledge de- 
trial, and thus we learn the truth 
if real religion ; the importance and 
the holy scriptures; the true state 
ion of human nature ; the character 
leness of the Saviour ; the need and 
the operations of the Holy Spirit ; the 
id cunning of satan ; the power and 
f believing prayer ; the beneficial ten- 
afflictive dis])ensations ; the emptiness 
y of the present world; and the love 
'uiness of a covenant God. No know- 
ke tliat which is gained by experience; 
referable to what we ^in from report 
5, or mere opinion ; it is above ever 
d of knowledge in point of certaint 
mdency to usefulness — and in its pov 
blish the mind. Young people shou 
t, they can know but little from exp 
;. Established christians should coi 
the results of their experience 
ithing is more Ukely to be usefull "^ 
1 be carefiil, that our statements 
e and our practices agree. 

icher divine ! instruct me still 
know, to love, to do thy will ; 
d let me by experience prove 
r sanctifying poivcr and \oNe. 




Ut Witt not faii tkee.—Deat. xxxi. 6. 

The expectation* nuseil by hii word *hall 

never be iliiappointed, the protniiei be tisa 

maile abal! never be broken, the tru&t repo«ed 
OQ his fAitfafulDCsa (h&ll never be iliubcmoured. 
He will Dot forjret hia word, or neglect our 
intereils. He never did fail bia people, be never 
will. Your faith may be weak, your fears maj 
be ttroiif;. your doubti miiy be {lainful, your 
weucncas may be great, your temptaCioiii may 
be ver^' distrcutuj^, and your wants oiay be nu- 
merous and alsraimg, but thy God will nut bH 
tbee. Wby iboidd he7 He f^rtraw all thy 
want*, thy woes, and tliy unworthine!! before 
he calltd tliee by his grace; tliy present circum- 
•tances ore not new to bim, be Lai) tliem in hia 
eye when he made bii promises, and tic uill get 
lionour to himself by bringing tlitc through 
tbetn Fail not to trust him. Fail nut to apply 
to biui by orayer. Fail not to cast tliy every 
care upon him. Fail not to believe bis faitbfiU 
word. He will not fail to support thee under 
by burdens, tu listen to thy requests, to [iruvide 
V tliy necessities, or to honour thy faith, 
towever singular your experience, or strange 
le path may appear to you, his word is true. 
He Kill not suffer you to be tempted aboot 
it y« are able. 

Why bhould'sl Ihaii fesT nhen God is thine, 

U hen ill he is, he is for thee 1 
If ihou sit we»k,hh strength ^I'mt 
TeptrfeetiaiaSTiaitj, 



32 JANUARY 2P, 

He ever liveth to make mtercession. — H 
He died for our sins once ; but h 
plead For us llolly, liuurly , moment b; 
lie ]iosscs»ca an cnilleia life, ap unt 
priealhfioil; ho apiwars ia heaven as 
Ilij-li Pricat of ourprofesiion, our nai 
hiB brenatplate, he is intimately acqtu, 
all uiir ofinirB, and he lives above on | 
intrri'eile for us. lie presents hii 
blood, hia perfect righteouinesa ; Hud 
them for our pardon, preservation, a 
cation. He has the Futhor's ear, tlii 
heart; and be improves all he ha 
welfare. Jlow wonderful his love, hi 
heaven for us, and on earth be laboure> 
and died, in our stead; he then k 
heaven for us, and there be lives, p] 
Kcurea our beat interests. He wil 
our changes, but he chimgesnot; h 
grieved by oar ineonaiateuctH, but atill 
our behalf; he undertook our cauae, v 
wai nothing in us to move or induce 
M>, and he atill feels the deepest inte 
pleada for us, and rejoices to do ua goi 
a source of comfort, wbata ground of i 
if thiaT "If nhenne were enemies, v 
oonciled to God by the death of hia ( 
Diore being reconcded, we shall be saved 

There, u our great High Priest, he 
And pleads befarD the mercj-Beat 

Our e»a»e is in his ihithful bands, 
Our eneaiict beneath hia fc«t< 



34 JANUARY 30. 

We kttoiB that tne ore of God.— I. John v. 19. 
What aa honour 1 What* comfort i« thU! 
Yes, tie are of God, created anew in Chriit 
Jesus, by the power and agency of the Ho^ 
Spirit. CoQsecrated to his terrice and glory, 
by the death of our great Ui);h Priest, and the 
spriukling of bis Uood upon us. Set apart in 
his eternal purpose for his praise, and now 
brouji;ht into holy and profitable relation to him. 
We were rebels agidnst him, we are now his 
willing servants. We were his avowed enemies, 
we are now his attached friends. We were the 
the children of wrath, but we are now the chil- 
dren of his love. We tnOKi that weareofGod.bjr 
faith in his word — by love to his saints— by 
sympathy with himself — by the grief we fed 
when nc sin — by our pleasure in obeying hia 
will— by the contrast there is between us and the 
world, in our principles, pleasures, and pursuits. 
What we are OS distinguished from others is of 
Ood, being thus distinguished we are peculiarly 
the Lord's : his property, his treasure, his por- 
tion, his delight. What an astotiodiog &ct! 
We are the Lord's. The grace that made us so 
must be free and infinite. To know that ne are 
his, is an invaluable blessing ; but no one should 
rest satisfied without it. 

O Lnrd, be daily near my heart, 

And let my spirit feel (hre near ; 
Then itillingSy with all I'd psit. 
l^oreount it worthy of a teai- 




JANUARY 31 36 

'joy <^{ke Iiordi»y(mr$trengtk. — Neh. viii . 1 
'ear and sorron uatumlly weaken iii, but 
h tmi joy i£tve lu strength. Joy is the cor- 
. of the soul: it qiik-kens. enlivens, embuldeni, 
makes us atroni;. Our henvenly Father ii 
eA, " The blessed, or thr happy God." 
is also the ha|i)ij-making God. He loves 
((« his peo[ile Ufl[ipy, therefore as the God 
b)1 comfort, he has made great pruviaioii for 
' happinewt. There are veells of salvHtion, 
i we should draw from them with joy. There 
ID inexhaustible fulness in Jesus, and from 
t fulness we should receive, for every want, 
every duty, for every trial. We cannot 
ily til it too often, wc cannot go to it for too 
en. Hear our beloved Lord, ■' Ask and re- 
ve that your joy may be fait." It is only as 
live out of self, upon Jesus; above the 
rid, in the region of Goil's free gmee, that 
<wi he hap))y. The happy christian is the 
jni; christian, and it is the strong christiu) 
t brings ranch glory to God, much credit to 
cause, and does much good in the worid. It 
as muck our duty to be bappy, as to be 
y, both are recommended, and provision is ei 
ch made for the one as the other. 

Rejoice eve.mo.e 

la the truth, and the power, 
And the itrsce of your iieaienly Fiiend, 

'Till lo UB »ho beliete 

Be hit glory dolh give, 
And a kingdom that never slwW pn4. 



36 FEBRUARY 1. 

A people near unto him, — Pa. cxlTiii. 14. 

Jesus took our nature^ and became one with 
us, thus he is near unto us; he ^ves us his 
Holy Spirit, brings us mto union with himself, 
and we are near to him. This is our highest 
honour, an unfailing source of happiness and 
peace. We are near to him in point of relation, 
oeing his children : near to him in point of 
affection, being loved with an everlasting love : 
we are near to him in point of union, being 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones : we are near to him in point of fellowship, 
walking with him as a man walketh with ms 
friend : we are near to him in point of attention, 
being the objects of his daily, hourly, tender 
care ; we shall soon be near to him in point of 
locality, when our mansion is prepared, for we 
shall depart to be with Christ, which is fiir 
better. We are near to him though poor, when 
* deeply tried, and if ever nearer at one time than 
another, we shall be nearest to him in death. ' If 
we are near unto him, he will sympathise with 
us, in all our soitows; assist us, m all our trials; 
protect us, in all our dangers ; hold intercourse 
with us, in all our lonely hours ; provide for us, in 
all seasons of necessity; and honourablv intro- 
duce us to glory. Let us realize this fact daily, 
we are near and dear to our God. 

And am I near to God, 

His friend, his child, his care ? 
O may I walk with him in love, 
Jfy £utb and fervent pray'r I 




FEBBUART 2. 37 

The Spirit tf BdcpiMw.— Bi»i. nii. 15. 
The Mnoe ^iiit that leadt ui to ledk fOT meny 
u poor siniien, aAawudi lrad> a* to cUim re- 
litionihip with God u hii beloved ehililren. Be 
nnfoldc Jebo*>b'« yjadoiu cbtncter, drmiri oat 
and (lies the denretof tbesool apoo btm, dieda 
■broad Ilia love in the bevt, and then we nj, 
"My Father. Hy Fatber." To the piirilm 
of BtloptioD, we were piedeMiiuted heftxK the 
world began; butwecauooly know oar intereit 
in it, or ciaim and enjoy that intereit, aa we are 
taught by the Holy Snrit. Aa the Spirit of 
adopdoD, be eulai^ei the heart, eleralea tbe de- 
Krei, sanctidea tbe ajnrit, ennoblea tbe aim% 
)^dea into the truth, and lead* out tbe aool in 
free and famiUor fellowibip with God. He im- 
parti holy peace, deepeni penitence, and fiOa 
with glowing gratitude. Undo' hii inflneneei, 
prayer becomex delightful, meditation profitable, 
and the <Htiiaancea of tbe gospel yield lu |riea- , 
■lire. Have jroa tbe Spint r^ adaption T 
Do you feel led to apwoach God ai a child doe* 
ita fatb»7 Do you look upon tbe word, aa a 
Tolume aent from a &tber to hi* child, to in- 
itriiet, reprove, and comfort him; and do yoa 
readit aaauch? Do you Iod^ P"]'- and de- 
aire above all thinga to enjoy tbu aweet relotion- 

Sead forth tbe Spirit of thy Sou, 

O God, into inj panting heatt. 

That goTein'd bj th; iote alone. 

From tb«e / neta way depwt. 



38 FEBRUARY 3. 

/ press loward Ikt mart. — Phil. iij. 14. 
The believer is a ncei. He haa a prize Bet 
before liim, even the perfection of knowledfte, 
holioess, null hRppinesa. His coume ia marked 
out by God's holy won). It lays throuf^h diffi- 
culties, foes, and trials. He has a mark om 
which to fix his fye, nt wbicb to aim ; to arrive 
at which he t-lmuld daily nrive. His mark is 
Jesus in his holy, exemplary life. We »i ' "" " 
like him. To opf 

r 



IPPO! 

the world, bear troubles, endure trials, and 

^Dod as he did. Hi: ran his race, keeping 

" the joy get before him " in view ; he arrived 



it his mark, won his crown, and is now seated 
as a conquerer nt God's right hand. He is our 
pattern and example. "The grand leader and 
perfecter of the faith." On him the eye and 
the heart should be ect, after conformity to him 
we should press; laying aside every weight, and 
the easily besetting sin, we should run the race 
set before us, lookmg unto Jesus. We should 
like the apostle pursue oiu" object, keep to the 
point, press toward the mark. This will ensure 
the prize, for Jesus says, " To him that over- 
cometh will I grant to sit with me in m^ 
throne, even as I also overcame, and mm tat 
down with my Father in his throne." 

The moment we b^n our race. 
We must the Saviaur'i cants embrace, 
Pretg toward themirk, the prize obtain, 
And then irilb Christ in glorj reipu 




FEBRTJART 4. 



X IkM y» be mot /nwUnL— Matt. iiii. 6. 

That ii agitated — anxioua— dejected — con- 

iaed~-Dr alarmed. See, that you Dieet troubki 

iUi courage, endure theio with patieuce and 

ortitude, and vield eotire lubmiuion to God. 

The world may be trimbled, but yon ibould not. 

You are one of the ahoep of my fold, one of the 

■ervanta of my bouxe, one of tbe rbildrea oT 

my lore. Yon abould not be troubled, for aU 

tiling that concern you are appointed by ia- 

Suite uisdon) and love j you are Hfe in my baud; 

I shall always be with you, to keep you from 

Til 1 yuur tnaU will be moderated, lo that you 

■ill be able to bear tbeni ; every event will ba 

irected to work your good ; and if you are 

Dubleil, yoD will diihunonr me. Therefore 

Itch, pray, and gwutl against anxiety and de- 

tkm. But, bow can we prevent being troub- 

7 Believe my word of {mtmiie—walk close 

my tide — wbuper all } our fean into roy ear 

■at all your carei and burdens at my feet — 

: often to the end of your tziali — expect the 

lort necenary to bear them from a faithful. 

tsent God — and remember, jroa are tmt witk 

Beloved, we are always cafe if we are with 

. Yon should endeavour to be eompoaed, 

bida yfni, and Uds yon in love. 

let my tremblinjc soul be still, 
And wait tby wise, thy holy wUl. 

1 eannot. Lord ! thy purpoM Ke, 
fet til /f weJJ— lince ruled bj ftwe. 



40 FEBRUARY S. 

The God of peace.— Heb. xiii. 20. 
Tliroup;h tlie precioua blood of Jeiui, God is 
fully pncitied towards ui, and perfectly Teconeiled 
to lis. He is tbe peaceful Ood. We have no- 
thing to fear from bim, but may expert every 
bleesiug which we plead fot in the aame of Jeans, 
lie WB9 angry with ua, but his auger is turned 
aivay and be comforts ua. He ia at peace with 
ua, and we are at peace with him. He seeks 
our welfare, and we aeek to promote hia Rlory. 
What a sweet view of Jehovah ia this I " Thr 
God op pkacb." As such, let ua approach 
him, pour out our hearts before him, eiercite 
confidence in him, and anew commit ourselves 
unreservedly into his bnnds. He bos accepted 
the finiahed work of Jesus for us, he broneht 
him a^aio from the dead, he placed him at his 
ownnght hand m the beavenlies, and bedelighta 
to blesa our souta for his sake. He vtill Dcver 
be more at peace with ua than he is at this mo- 
ment ; though we may more confidently believe 
it, and more sweetly enjoy it. Tbe resurrection 
of Jesus Dur substitute, proves that he is fully 
satisfied ; and tbe gift of the Holy Spirit shews 
that he delights to do us good. Beware there- 
fore of niiataken views, or bard thoughts of God. 
neis"THB God of pbacb," 




Tie precioiu »ont of Zion.— 
As the Lord Jeius is precioiu to liu people, 
10 are they precious to him. He call* them hit 
Jewell, his peeuUar treuore, his portion. Uii 
lore to them is wonderAil. He values them at 
ta infinate price, therefore he redeemed them 
nith the precious blood of his dear Son ; and 
hsTing puchated them at so great a cost, he will 
never part with them. That Jeeus should be 
precious to bis people, is not aurprisiog ; he has 
done so much ror them, he bestows lo manj 
blessings upon them, he stands in such a sweet 
relalion to them, and he is to perfectly lovely in 
himself i but that we should be precious to him, 
i* utonisbiug; we are to poor, so vite, so de- 
graded, so deformed, end daily treat him with 
such neglect. But hia ways are not onr war*, 
nor are his thoughts our thoughts. We are his 
precious children, his beloved bride; he love* 
US to-night with all the strength and tender- 
ness of bis nature. Glorious truth 1 May we 
receive it into our hrarta, meditate upon it, and 
retire to rest this night, rejoicing that what- 
ever men may think of us, or however they 
may feel toward us, we are precious in the sight 
of the Lord. Precious in tbe sight of the Lord, 
are tbe persons and the death of his saiuti> 

Hear, O mj soul what Jesus asith, 

Nor tremble to deput i 
For all his lainti in life and death 

Arepreeioia to his heart. 



42 FEBRUARY 7. 

Thtttfon trust tiou in Aijn —Job suv. H. 

Forget not that thy times are in his hands, 
that thy name is in his bnoti of life, that he hu 
promised to be thy God, miil that he is fnithful 
to (lis word. Krery blessing we can need is pro- 
mised i ererv pruinise is firm and sure, therefore 
tnist thou him. Thy heart may misgive thee, 
tby way may |>er|>les thee, thy fcnra may over- 
come thee, tliy foes may insult over thee; but 
thy way is not liid from the Lord, therefore Ururt 
thou in him. His word i« true from the begin- 
nin^, his peoplu in every nge have proved it so, 
its verity i» its crown ; therefore you may trust 
it fifmlv, fearli ssly, constantly : and his faith- 
ful word should cnim thy feara. strengthen thy 
lio|>e3, sweeten thy comforts, and lead tbee to 
cheerful, filial obedience. His hand may seem 
to go out against thee, but his heart beats with 
unutterable love to thee ; he may appear to thy 
mistaken fancy, to be armed with a sword to de- 
stroy thee; but even then you should say with 
Job, " Though he slay me, yet will I tnist in 
him;" and you willfind, that instead of destroys 
ing, he will honour your confidence, and bring 
you out into a wealthy place. 

Thy ways, O Lord, wilh wise deaign. 
Ate framed upon tby throne above. 
And every dark and bending line 

MccH in the centre of ihy love: 
TTierefore I Imsl in thee alone, 
Ml And buaibly pny, " Thy will bk vti«v.." 




mett that I Iom (iee.— Jolm xsL 15. 
latandiiif; ill mj imperfrctiom, tboa^ 



; tbiugt (rf' time, tliouf^ dark and 
rapdon woric witbin me, tboo^ nUii 
I ureteoBics me ; tlioD Mj u c b ta t tbe 
D readeM Ibc inmoK rnxkinga of Ihe 
thou koowFtt that I lore tbee. Tbon 
Mt their is imbedded in tbe deptha of 
, a priDCiple that caimot, wiO not be 
itfaout thee. Therefore I aigli for thj- 
tODg for th? lore to he ihed ahnMd is 
pray for thy glmy to be revealed to 
nd deaire above all thing* to cbum 
thee as mine. I love thee, therefore 
nu of mj heart. I love thee, there- 
ditaatiafied with die world. I love 
tfbre I deaire to pkaae thee. I love 
iforc nothing wonnda me ao deeply aa 
It of being aqieialed &om thee- O 
d thee more I I want to feel m; heart 
«ver I think at thy name. I want 
ya thoae thing* that pleaae thee, and 
»dj and wiUtag at any moment, in 

depart and be for ever with tbee. 
eaie my love to thee 1 

1 it ia mj ehipT compliint. 

; my IOT« is wemk and faiDl ; 
I love tber, and adote, 
■gnee to }iKir thee moT«1 
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FEBRUABT 10. 4S 

Uy soul tkiriltlk for God.~P». xliL 2. 
It u not eaongh, for the true chriitian to know 
lat God is fur him., he wanti to realize hii pre- 
nee, t'j hold sweet fellomhip with him. and to 
ijoj his love. Being ctetted anew in Chnit 
■nil, he liM an appetite to feed npoD, and en- 
; divine communicatioiu i noreanhe betatia' 
d niihout them. He longi ami praya for th? 
■cious preience of hii Qod, and findi it hii 
f, his itrength, and his delight; but if denied 
i» favour he is depreat, diwatisfied, and ca*t 
iwn. Ordiniuice* without God, are to him 1117 
easts; the scriptures without God, are a ItgLt 
thout heat; tne choicest privilege* witbont 
' '' e provisions presented to one paich- 



op with fever. God is his hfe, the presence 
God is his element, the joy of the Iionl is 
) stteogth, and without God he is lifeleu. 



ildy, and sorronful. My friend is this your 
perience 7 Are you in any degree acquainted 
th it 7 Can you be satisfied with c»ld know- 
Ige, empty forms, or what is called religion 
ibotit tbe enjoyment of God? If yon can. 
[ir state is very suspicious. Beware of a 
ioD without God — without personal deah ,. 
h God— without daily intercnorae with God. 

Lord of hesven anil eanh, mj trusl 
Seeks in tliee its only reat : 
For tby love I thirst, 1 aigh. 
To my longing ">nl draw niab 1 
Now ihy glorious faee uuTnl, 
X,ci m^ ftith and prayer pievaJl. 



46 FEBRUARY ll. 

He spared not his own Son, — Rom. viii. 32. 

He would not spare his Son, that he might 
spare his people. He punished him that he 
might comfort them. He spared not the anp^els 
that sinned. He spared not the old world. But 
he promises to spare us. How wonderful is this! 
He hath spared us, he doth spare us, and he will 
spare us. But Jesus was not spared. Let vs 
reflect on this. For us he engaj:^ed in covenant, 
fur us he came into the world, for us he fulfilled 
all righteousness, for us he offered an atoning 
saciifice, for us he lay in the grave, for us he 
rose from the dead, for us he ascended into hea- 
ven, and for us he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion. He was our substitute, the Surety of the 
better covenant, therefore he was not spared. 
But if God did not spare him, he may justly 
spare us, and he will : and not only so, but with 
his beloved Son, and for his sake, he will freelj 
give us all things which i)ertain to life and god 
liness. Precious Savioiu", thy Father did no 
spare thee; satan did not spare thee; guilt 
man did not spare thee ; mav it therefore be r. 
concern to spare thee ; may I avoid and absta 
from everything which would grieve thy hea 
or dishonour thy dear name! May 1 ne^ 
wound thee, my best, my changeless friend ! 

Thy cruel thorns, thy shameful cross, 

Procure us heavenly crowns ; 
Our brightest gam springs from thy loss j 
Our healing fioin thy wounds. 




FEBRUARY 12. 47 

/ will hope eonimuaUy. — Pi. Usi. 14. 

i am warranted to do so, fur the foundatim 

my hope remains immutably the Bame. The 

aractcr of my )tr>ciou« Gud, the faithful ■\ao- 

iaei of bis word, the recorded hiatory of liii 

lints, and my own past experience, all coni^iire 

a May, " Hope ctmtbauiUy. I will hope, that 

jodwill be mercifultomyunriKhteoiianegSi that 

lie will lupport me under all my triaU.thatbe will 

■ead me seaaonable relief,and timely delivcrEiDce; 

that good will flow from all my troubles ; that 

jCtace will be brought unto xae at the ap|>carinfr 

of Jems; and that eternal life will be my tinal 

portion. " I teill hope," for I shall be injured 

if 1 do not, anxiety will torment my boaum — 

deapondeacy will brood over my loul — and I 

■hall be filled with fearful foreboding. " 1 will 

hope eontinually," for hope bonoum God — it 

brif^htena the prospect* — it stimulates to prayer 

and exertion— and in the iweetener of human 

life. But I would also remember, that my hope 

will be sorely tried ; satan will try it — the Qoi 

of hope will try it — a thousand things will tr 

it — but a good hope will live, strengthen, an 

work until it gives place to possession. 1 wi 

nut despond. Why should 1? 1 will not fet 

What will it profit me7 

Let the oindi blow, and billows roll 
Hope is the anchor of m;r soul : 
It rastena on a land unknown, 
AiHimoon jue to my father's thton«\ 



JS FEBEUJ.RY 13. 

Thou hail tried me,— P». vii\. 3. 
Then prayer has beeiL answered, ktu^b have 
been exercised, and discipline hna Deen used. 
The Lord trieth the righteous, and his triaJi 
discover, ^rore, and brighten hischBtucter. Hi* 
lire i«iaZioD,Bnd his furnace in Jerusalem ; and 
there he tries his people. Every trial ia neces- 
sary fer our good ; is ordained I>v eternal love ; 
and is continued just as long as requisite, hut 
not one moment lon^^er. Every saint needs trials, 
and evsry saiot is tried. If the Lord intends 
to make us holy, he will put us into the fire. 
Every time we pniy for holiness, we pray for 
trials 1 but trials enhance the value of the pro- 
mises, endear the throne of grace, render the 
ordinances profitable, and make the Saviour ex- 
ceedioKly precious. Id trinU »e lesm to read 
ODrawnnearts, see the insufficiency of the world, 
look more closely to our evideocts, humble our- 
selves before our God, and look with a lonf^ng 
e^e to the end of our course. The tried chriv 
tun, is hkely to be a stable christian i very few 
who walk in a smooth path, are either remark- 
ably spiritual, extensively useful, or very happy. 
Trials, like the frosts of winter, prejuire our 
hearts to receive the good seed of the word, and 
then we bring forth fruit with patience. 

Braug:hi into the fire, thy wonderful pow'r, 
Unbumt we admire, unhurt we adore : [prove 
Brough Hiiro' our temptation, we shortly ihall 
^^^Thbte utmost salvation, tbj ^tfectlns love. 



FEBRUARY 14. 49 

tliffhllkfit^ahointieLord.—rt. xxxvii. 4. 
As the Lord d«lighta in ui, ne ought to de- 
;ht ounelveB in bim. Id order to this, nc 
list receive correct views of his loveliness into 
IT minds; ve must meditate on his glorious 
rfections, as tbey are revested to us in Jesiu ; 
: must realize our interest in his love, am) per- 
A aalv&tion ; and turn from every other object 
C0Dtem]ilate bis beauty, his benevolence, and 
nstant love to us. We should look to him, as 
e fountain of all good; hope in liim, as the 
omise-performing God; watt on him, as our 
■nntiful benelactor ; tnufiDhim,asour Father 
id Friend; ani delight in him as our purtiun 
td everlasting all. Let us endeavour, tu take 
F our affections more and more from things 
tlow and flx them upon the Lord. How few 
shght in Ood ! How seldom do ne I If we 
ad of him, think of him, call on him, believe 
biu, hope in him, and feel a little love to him 
t think it enough. Dut it is not. We should 









nth, which secures us ; in his holiness, which 
bis beauty 1 and in bis grace, which rejoices 
I ilo Osgood. 

Lord, I would delight In lh«. 

And on thy care depend : 
To thee in every irouble flee, 

ily bett, my oniy tiiend. 



60 FEBRUARY 16. 

That Holy Spirit of promise.— Ej^hen. i. 13. 

The great blessing promised in the Old Test- 
ament, is the Son of God ; but the great promise 
of the New Testament, is the Holy Spirit. He 
was promised to Jesus, as the reward of his 
work ; and he has promised him to us, to all 
who ask him. Jesus gives this living water, and 
all who receive it, find it to be a spring of water, 
welling up into everlasting life. The Spirit is 
promised to us, to teach us, lead us, comfort us, 
and assist us in every duty ; and we are as depend- 
ant upon him for light, life, joy, peace, and power, 
as we are upon Jesus for atonement, righteous- 
ness, and acceptance with God. He is the 
Spirit of promise also, as it is part of his work 
to unfold, apply, and prompt us to plead the 
promises before God. Without him we read the 
promises but do not perceive their fullness, 
realize their glory, or appropriate them to our- 
selves; but under his teaching, the promises 
appear new, exactly suited to us, exceeding great, 
and very precious. Every christian, is learning 
out in the school of painful experience, his de- 
pendance upon, and daily need of the Holy 
Spirit of promise. Beloved, let us guard against 
grieving him ; with double diligence let us 
cherish his influence, consult his will, obey his 
intimations, and seek hL« operations. 

Father. thf> sealing: Spirit give. 

Id m« to live and reign I 
1st me the promise now receive, 
And nerer thirst again. 



FEBRUARY 16. SI 

Bjf graet ye are niii«ij.— Epb. ii. 6, 
What a mercy to be isved I To be laved by 
mere favour [ But our lalTation from fiwt to 
last is of )^ce. It originated in the mind of 
God, liefore time be^nn ; and it nill be com- 
pleted before the tlirone of God, nben time 
iball be no more. We aK ehosen to salvation 
— chosen in Christ: and this choice of ourper- 
sons Kaaetemal^-soTcreign — immutable. Elec- 
tion gave lu a name in Gud'a book, an interest 
in the Saviour*) undprtsking and a part in the 
■aintt' inheritance. We are redeemed frotn 
among men, and this is a favour. In redemp- 
tion, R price is ]>aid fur us, power is exerted to 
rescue us, and a pica is pnt into our mouths. 
We are called to Gud*t kingilom and glory, and 
this i^ a favour: it is r>crsona], powerful, effect- 
ual. Calling gives usa new life, a spiritual taste, 
and an evidence of interest in all covenant bles- 
tings. We lire kept by the power of God, and 
this is a favour. Preventcil from being over- 
come by foea, crushed by dan^iers, and from 
apoatatisinj^ from the faith; and thi» prove* that 
we are appointed to salvation. We shall soon 
be glorified, and heaven will be conferred on us 
•a a fovour. If salvation is a favour, then the 
vileit may receive it; and all the glory of it 
from first to last mu»t be the Lord's, 
Salvation ii a favaui God b«ttawi, 
Through Jesu'i blood on alteus and foes; 
Bj sovereign gnicc, to make his g\aiv luwnvi. 
He jtiiBM aioaersto surround his l!h'avte. 



62 FEBRUARY 17. 

My soul cleaveth unto the dust, — Ps. cxix. 25. 

How common is the complaint, and how dis- 
creditable ! What is the world ? Dust. Its 

Sleasures^ profits, emplo3rments, honours, all 
ust. That is, comparatively worthless, beneath 
an immortal mind, unsuitable to a child of God. 
Yet our thoughts are filled with them, our aifec- 
tions are entangled by them, and our graces are 
weakened through them. Worldlings are at home 
in the dust, they appear to be satisfied with it ; 
but the christian when he cleaves to it most, is 
not at home, cannot be satisfied with it. This 
is a mercy. O to look on high ! To rise and 
plume the wing ! To treat the things of time 
as they deserve ! My soul, rouse thyself from 
thy lethargy, arise and shake thyself from the 
dust, and put on thy beautiful garments ! It is 
the day of salvation, thy God culs thee, he waits 
to hold fellowship with thee, he hath blessings 
of immense value to bestow upon thee. It is be- 
neath thy dignity to lie here. It is contrary to 
thy profession. It is opposed to thy best m- 
terests. Heaven is thy home. Hohness is thy 
element. The King of kings is thv husband. 
Glory is thy eternal portion. . Eartn is but a 
wilderness through which thou hast to pass, a 
lodging place for a few days, it is not thy rest, 
it is polluted. 

Strange, that my soul should cleave to dust, 

With death and heaven so nigh; 
^gone, vain world! my spirit must 
Ascend to dwell on high. 




Thvaitforkit Smfiom Imwm. — 1. Tbes. i. 10. 
Jems etme in tbe fleih to Rdeem ni, be wat 
hit Hotf Spirit to mictify ni, be will wmh) eoam 
again and receive lu to binwlf, tl>at wbcre be 
is we may be sUo. This b ■ mort gkniom erent; 
It i« <>on!tanttj kept before the muida of tbs 
Lord's people in the New Totament. It k 
oDr blessed hope. We ate deef^ interated m 
it, ih'iuld freqnentW meditate npon it, daily pcfr 
Mre for it, and be found in a waiting patan^ 
We arc aernuti, and our nutster is e omh y to 
call us to account. We are wna, md oar Fracr 
is coming to fetch m home. We arc tbe n- 
pouied bride of tbe Son of God, and be ii roai- 
mg to marry vm, and introdnce oi to bis ektioua 
kingdom. He will come my sodden^'- Bb 
will come when Tcry few expect bim. Tbe nr- 
nni will all slombei and sleep, but " let ui not 
sleep as do otfaen, bot let na watcfa and be ao- 
ber. JeiBi mof come before morning, be wiO 
certainlr corae sooo. Ate we ready for his com- 
ing ? Should we be g^ to bear the trmnpet 
loand, see tbe hearena pan away, and beboM 
htm come in like manner aa hi* disciples saw bhn 
p> into beaven. If be should not come to oa 
rety soon, we shall go to be with him. Let ua 
tbncfim prepare at once. 

Tbe Sarioar eomesl He eonus to r«gn. 
To baniab sorrow, sin, and psin ; 
Prepsre nty soul and patient wul, 



64 FEBRUARY 19. 

Take no thought for the morrow, — Matt. vi. 34. 

That is^ no anxious, perplexing, distressing 
thought. You know not that you shall live un- 
til to-morrow, the Lord may take you home 
to-night; but if you do, the Li>rd will be as 
thoughtful of you, as kind to you, and as watch- 
ful over you, as he has been to-day. There is 
daily grace as well as daily bread. You cannot 
be fatherless, you will not be neglected. What- 
ever your circumstances may be, your Father 
knows them, he has provided for them, he will 
bring you through them, and get glory to him- 
self by them. Let the peace of God rule in 
your heart. Stay yourself upon the word of the 
Lord. Your loving Saviour wishes you to be 
free from enxiety, to wait upon him without dis- 
traction, to honour his Father's love, by living 
in the exercise of calm, patient, waiting faith. 
Go to rest this night, obeying your Redeemer's 
word, *' Seek ye Snt the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness ; and all temporal things shall 
be added unto you. Take therefore no thought 
for the morrow : for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient for 
the day is the evil thereof.*' When you awake 
in the morning your God will be with ^ou, and 
having deUvered you in six troubles, in seven 
he will not forsake you. 



^ 



By day, by night, at home, abroad, 
Still I am guarded by my God : 
Bjr hia incessant bounty fed, 
Sjr bU aaerring counael led*. 



FEBRUARY 20. £.1 

My commel Mkall stand. — Isai. zlri. 10. 

The counseU of man are ofYcn weak ami 11 11- 
wiie. Ilia knowleil^ being imperfect. 11 ml Ins 
mind disorded. But the counsel of the Lonl ii 
the effect of infinite wisdom, and i« MiJitniiied 
by oiinii potent power. Men*i puri)o5i-H are 
often formrd under evil influences, or uiien the 
mind is c<mfused and |)eiplexed ; hut the pur- 
poses of God were formeu in the calm and (piii-t 
of the eternal mind, under the influence of 
justice, grace, holiness, truth, and love. Meu*ii 
counsels are often frustrated, but God*s puqioses 
never can be. Men's purposes arc frequeritly 
defeated, but our God worketh all thiuf^rs after 
the counsel of his own will. His counsel, in- 
dudea all that is essential to our eternal welfare ; 
hia purposes embrace all the events of this trnn- 
aitory life : therefore we ought not to he much 
affected by anything which takes place around 
ua. There may be confusion, connict, injustice, 
oppression, cruelty, but our God who has his 
way in the whirlwind and in the storm, says, 
" My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure." Remember, beloved, our God is at 
work always and everywhere. He doeth accord- 
ing to his will in heaven, earth, and hell ; and 
he says to us, " Bo still and know that I am 
Ood. 

God will for all my wants provide, 
And save me for his mercy's sake; 

Me bj hia counsel he will gvude, 
'And aAenrards to glory taVe, 




56 FEBRUARY 21. 

Whom IheLord heelhhechaslmeth.- 



■neh.X' 



Every believer is beloved of Uis God, yet 
every believer is ebnfilflned, and chfatiBement is 
a proof of love. We Bre but children and need 
it, wr are children and tberefore receive it. Some 
arc chnitened by losses, some by eickncBS, some 
by the failure of their favourite' schemes, some 
bj domestic trials, some by the conduct of rela- 
lives or christian friends. We are not all chast- 
ened irith the sanie rod, but we are all chastened 
by the anine hand. We are not all corrected in 
the same way, but we are all corrected by the 
Mme vrise, holy, md loving Father. Some 
suffer most in mind, otbcrs in body : some are 
tried most in tbeir own persons, others more in 
their relatives. But let us never forget, every 
correction flon's from love; every stroke is in 
kindness. If it goes to our hearts, it touches 
our heavenly Father's heart. He docs not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve us in sovereignty. Our 
follies call for strokes, and our sins for rebukes; 
let us tberefore humble ourselves under our 
Father's hand. Let us not question our rela- 
tionship, or his love to us, because wc are so 
tried, neither let ua think the disciphnc nn- 
necessary, and so despise bis chastening. 

AfDtcled by ;i gracious God, 

The stroke I patienll.v Buslain, 
jrictoUB to feeble flesh Rnd bicod, 

Unable to rejoice In pain. 
9enfttb s Fsther't hsnd I bow. 
A od groan to feel (be chastening mm. 




(ii anger bM been proroked bf oar nm, 
effect! of bildiipteanire hare been Mt, but 
ctiineth not hit uger for erer, and tboo^ 
auj have made u miaenbl^ mtrcf ifaiul 
,e tu happy. HewiDhareconnwDOiiiipan 
becaiue m the benevdence of bii nature, in 
irdance with bis word, to our eomfoct and 
•tion. He imfiJIof eoopaawm : plaltomt 
leicy : rtady to fbrgirc. llieae are hii own 
i», BDil they contain enoogh, if we did bat 
ere them, to baniih our nan, conquer onr 
bta, and fill m with joy and peace. We 
e wandered, but he wiU hare mmpaHitm, 
the wandering iheep shall be reitored : the 
iigtl shall be recdred wHh miuic and danc- 
He wili hare compassion, let ntan surest 
It be will ; he wiO nave compasnon, let thr 
M nod ains be nerer ao nnmerons. Be mO 



impaadini for behaaptminBed.bi( 
, »him to it, be baa done aoinim) 
eiiutsnees, and Ua heart or e rllowt with it. 
•OOB a* ever he aeea yon feel yonr nnfiilneH, 
OS joa eonfeaa your folbei, aids you brolccn 
ra in eontriLion at bii dirone ; he will have 
opassion, ■nbdoe your ini<niities, and cast all 
ir nna into the depths of the lea. 
Mored with tefwlRCSt coaipisnon, 

Jesoi hols eieh wounded he>tt i 
And die riehcst eonnUtian 
3V bit laoaraeH doth impait. 



58 FEBRUARY 23. 

She lotted mack. — Luke vii. 47. 
She had been a great sinner; convinced of 
her lin, she sought the ^avi.^ur; she applied for 
pardon, and she found xaexcy. Deeplj affected 
with the luve of Christ, and the manner in which 
he displayed it,herioulgh>ived nithloye to him 
in return. She not only loved liim, but die 
loved him much ; and therefore she could eo' 
dure scorn, contempt, and persecution, in 
order to eujoy his pretence and listen to hi* 
word. Her love would not be confined in her 
bosom, it sought to shew itself; she therefore 
broup;bt the afabaster bos of precious ointment, 
washed liis feet with her tears, niped them with 
the hair of her head, and anointed them with 
the oiulnient. Here is an exam]jle for us; we 
also are great sinners, Jesus bH£ kindly received 
us and pardoned our sins ; his love to ua is a* 
sreat as it was to this woman, but is our love to 
him, equal tohet'sT I fear not. But why? 
Because our conviction of sin is not aa clear, 
our views of our unworthiness are not as vivid, 
our apprehensions of danger are not as painful, 
or our sense of pardoning mercy is not as deep. 
We cannot force ourselves to love. But we can 
direct our thought* to Jesus, and seek for the 
Holy Spirit to shed abroad his love in our heart*. 

For love li^e thine, O God of heaven 

What grateful honoius shall we shoK t 
Where much trauagreuion is forgiven, 
^^^ Let lore iu eijuid m4qiji» rIoti, 



FEBBUART 24. 59 

ntr^oreglorify God.— I Cor. vi. £0. 
Wluterer God does ii for the gloriflratioii of 
mw^. Thii U tlie great end of all thiog*. 
fe are civatcd for his glory, but ne linneii and 
ime iliort of it. We came short of the gloijr 
' hi) Ian, in not obeying it; we came ihort ot 
le glory of his image, not rescmhling it; we 
one chort of the glory of hi* favour, not de- 
ring it ; and we came thort of the glorv of hi* 
■eienee, not seeking it. But Jesus died for ui, 
^iAg the price of our ransom, nTougbt out a 
•rfeet ri;;hteouine««, and Hire* us nitD an eva- 
■tiiit; utvation ; therefore we arc nut our own. 
It are bought with a price, and ibould now 
aiify God in our bodies, and in our apirita 
hieb are God'a. To glorify God therefore b 
ie only legitimate biuineu of life. We can do 
lis ^ belieTing bis doctrine, trotting his pro- 
iaea, and obeying hii precepts. By endeaTour- 
gto benefit bi* oeatures /or lot tote: ea- 
xially by ntitinK. reUeving, and comforting 
a poor MiDta : aiao by apr^^ding bis gospel, 
f goTeminR onr tempers, tninine up our ntm- 
ei in his fear, and seeking the bonour of hi* 
une in all we do. To glanfy God ia our du^, 
IT reawmable scrrice. O may it be onr ^ea- 
ire and delight ! 

O thou who didst m; peraOD buy, 

And paid ths prioe in blood, 
Assist ma now to glorifj', 

Andonfy life to Oodt 



Ik 



60 FEBRUARY 25. 

My meditation of him shall he sweet. — Ps. cii 

To meditate is to think closely, seriously 
for some time upon one subject : if the stt 
is spiritual, the exercise is peculiarly profiti 
if the mind is spiritual, meditation of Jesui 
be sweet. Let us think of him frequentl} 
tently, and seriously. Let us meditate oi 
glory of his person — the riches of his grace- 
strength of his love — the tenderness of his i 
pathy — ^the power of his arm — the merit o 
blood — the magnificence of his righteousnc 
the completeness of his conquest — the splen 
of his ascension — ^the prevalence of his ii 
cession — the exalted station he fills in heav 
his constant care of his people on earth—- 
he gives to them — what he reqtures of the 
and the glory to which he will raise them, ^ 
he comes a^in the second time, without 
unto salvation. Let us meditate, and let J 
be our subject. Let us go over in meditf 
aU that regards his person, his offices, his vi 
his kingdom, his humiliation, his exaltation, 
his character. Such meditations will be sn 
Let us see him in nature, in providence, 
in grace. Such views of him will d 
strengthen, and spiritualize us. Let us med 
on him to-night, and let our lart thoughts I: 
Jesus. 

Sweet are the thoughts which fill my br 
When on his various works they rest ; 
God, my creator lifts my voice ! 
Jq Qod my saviour 1 rejoice \ 




FEBRUARY 26. 61 

a»d do tke Jhrtt wort*. — Rev. ii. 5. 
tnce implies thought, leiioiu tliooght 
e to tbe conduct and itate of the bemit; 
a from cimBielioH, deep and lolenui 

of ouriinand aiufulaea* in the tight 
t proTca coHcerR, a concern to ewape 
it4uii pardoD, and eojoy peace; it in- 
vw, en1i<;hte;)ed, hearty, and abiding 
at we have grieced the Lord, diahoD- 

cause, and slighted tii mercj ; it 
Is to reformatUm. There ma; be >ome 
reforauitiom without repentance, but 
je no repentance without reformalion. 
ik upon our ways, reflect on the di«- 

have done the Saviour, be concerned 
lew the token* of hit foi^nng hytc, 
a our foUJea and faolta, aod bqpji 
1 our Gret works. Look to Jenit, 
God, learch hiaholy word, diligently 

ordinances, apeak of Je«ua and for 

abattun from the very appeaiaoce of 
did at first. What love, what leal, 
111, what carefulness, what entire con- 
> Ood, we manifested then ! Let ua 

try our v%y%, and turn again to the 
iius chaises us with dishonouring 
e alao Mys, " Repent, and do thy 

dl to mind the hsppy day*, 

n thou wMt fill'd with joy and praise , 

■ut, thy foimer works renew, 

' I'U rettoK tby comlottt too. 



62 FEBRUARY 2?. 

Rest in fie Lard.— Pa. xxxvii. 7- j 

The siimer n naturally restless, be is removed 
from his natural basis, and the wandering of tlie | 
desire keeps htm in constant Bp;itation. To him 
Jesuj Mvs, "Come unto me, and I will give you 
rest." The believer has accepted tliia iavitation, 
and has found rest ; but he is ofWn led away by 
temptations, worldly cares, and unl>elief; and 
then he becomes restless again. Beloved, you 
are directed to rest, not in your circumstances, 
attainments or eDJoy>aeut3,bnt reit inlhe Lord, 
Rest in the tnll of God, for nhateTer lie wills 
is for your good, your highest pood: "this it 
the will of God, even your sanrtifiratioii." Rest 
in the lone of God, and often meditate on the 
words of Jesus on this point, "Tlmti hast loved 
them, as Ihoa hati loved me." Rest in tlje 
mtrcj/ of God. from which flows endless streams 
of bleasincn for your supply. Rest in the word 
of God, for it is true, immutable, and pledges 
bim to do you good. Rest in the relatioH thy 
God Alls to thee, he is thy Father; kind, carefiil, 
wise, and ever-present. Rest in the IjOrd as he 
is manifested in Jesus, thy God in ron^nant; 
workins all thines after the counsel of liis own 
will ; dirfCting all thines for thy gooil and his 
glory. Rest in the Lord and be liappy. 

Safe in tbs Lord his saint aay reit, 
^ And cslmly, wait his will ; 

HL Jiougb poor and tried, diey yet are bleat, i 

^K Tbinr God is gruious i\\\V. 1 



FEBRUARY 28. 63 

leeoKM / lire, ye thall Uvt also. — John sir. 19. 
Chr'st nnd his people are one. ITc i* the 
letd, nnd they are tlie memhera of his body, 
^romhim the; receive life, iriulom, power, holi- 
leu, Bnd everv graoe. He hM a fulneM on 
nrpose to mppty tbem, aod out of that fulneu 
le daily (^vesthem grace, as their cireum stance* 
ii»» require. We have hitlierto been supplied 
nth grace by Jreus, and he who hath supplted 
a until now, will continue to <lo lo. He livei, 
Kceaaaril^. as GihI. Oftieially, as Gml-mau. 
3e Urea in hieh authority, possessing unhound- 
dillfliuncc. Helives touse whathe possesaet, 
o fnlltl bis wore], complete bia irork. anil lead 
lis people on to t'e enjoyment of eternal Hfe- 
rhey shall live, that is exist as christians, per- 
lerere in their journey, and be happy in his love 
or ever. They shall live, because Jesus who 
fttr live« is their Life, their RepreaentBtire, and 
be'iT Surety. He lives for them, ruling, over- 
nlinic, securing, and loving. He Uvea tn them, 
md tlicT life is hid with hmi in Ood. BelovetU 
ee t)ie ground of your safety: the source of 
■onr joy : the wisdom of your God. Your Ufe 
ind happiness are identified with the life and 
lappiness of Tesns. Christ «ha is your life 
rill soon appear tat* then rou will live like 
um, and be witti Mm for oer. 

If my immortil Ssvioar liies. 
Then my immortal life it mret 

His ward a firm fuundatjon gives, 
Here let me bnild, and test secun. 




MARCH 2. 



Tkej/ overaame him.— Rev. xii. 11. 
Wliat R furinidable reiircBenlntion of ii.tan 
tbi- context gives us. Hf ig CBlled"tlie great 
dragon, tbat uM serpent, called the devil, and 
■Btaii, which deceiveth (he whole wMrid." ilis 
power Is great, Iiis cruelty is greater. His cun- 
ning is deep, nnd his designs are dreadiiil. He 
hates the Saviour, and lie hates all nho lovi.' him, 
He Ht[e[n])ts to destroy, but he will distress tlioat 
whom hr eannot devour. He has tried all meant 
, t.' injore the Church of Ood, and he still triei 
to injure every believer. He is dreadful as i 
roaring lion ; but he is more likely to harm ub, 
when he comes slyly, and quietly, aa a serpent. 
He is always most dangerous when he a^sumei 
the garb of an angel of light, for then we art 
apt to mistake him. But the saints overeamc 
bun, yet they were as weak, and as liable to b( 
overcome as we ore. They overcame him, bul 
not by reason, or argument, or eloquence; tliej 
cononered by the blood of the Lamb, and ihe 
word of their testimony. To that blood thej 
looked, when he tempted them to despairj by 
that word they walked, when be tried to draw 
them aside. Tlie blood was their plea, the 
ground of their hope, and the subject of theii 
rejoicing j the word was their shield, theii 
solace, and their rule. 

By the blood of the Lamb the nnints oiercamc, 
Aud iu .irtue oontiniiea for ever the same, 
T!ie vrorU end its god shall again be subdued 




4 ta&vtr AooldiiiBjrnAndMpktiiBg 
4' Aril Qod b fail AuMfA nd tint iMinf tiM 

ie he is treated at a cbild. His heavenly 
ither has made ample provision for all his 
mts. In Jesus he will find all he needs as a 
iner, and all he requires as a saint. Whatever 
in Jesus is for him, and it is his du^ as well 
bis privilege, to receive out of the fulness of 
sus grace for grace. As a child, he should 
ten to his Father's voice, learn his Father's 
11, and do his Father's commands. He has 
ilv to ohey, his Father ^iWpromde. He has 
clo with duty, not with consequences. Only 
t him ascertain his Father's will upon any 
nnt, and it hecomes at once his duty, his hon- 
ur, and his happiness to do it. Beuever, you 
ive a Father ; a Father, that loves you more 
An tongue can tell ; a Father, who has blessed 
m in Jesus with all spiritual blessings; a 
M;her, who is now waiting for you to approach 
m in prayer and praise ; a Father, who wishes 
m to cast every care upon him, to leave evenr 
irden at his feet, to trust him to do yoa good. 
s an obedient child, resign your will to his ; 
Bve all your concerns in his hands ; and your 
fety, comfort, and supplies, are certain. 

Lord, my heart is bare before ther^ 

Let me now thy mercy prove ; 
Help me, for my wants implore thfift^ 

Lore me with a Father's \o^e. 



i 



68 ICARCH 4. 

T%e strength of Israel wiU not lie.-l, Sam. xv. 29. 

Then he ought to be believed. It is im- 
possible for God to lie, then he ought to be 
trusted. His promises are the fruits of his love, 
they are changeless as his nature, and must be 
niade good. He is the Omnipotent, and can 
fulfil his word; he is the Unchangeable, and 
certainly will. His strength is pledged to his 
people, to sustain them ; his resourcrs, to supply 
them ; and his faithfulness to comfort them* 
He speaks to us in his word, he speaks to us 
as sinners ; he speaks to us as fearful, as tried, 
as suffering, just as we are to-night. He speaks 
to quell our fears, to cheer us under our trials, and 
to soothe our minds while suffering. Do we be- 
lieve his vyprd? Do we treat him as a truth- 
speaking God ? Has he our confidence ? Do 
we stay ourselves upon his word? Are we look- 
ing at his promise, and while we )ook at it, do 
we say, " This is the faithful word of my hea- 
venly Father, this is certainly true, this must be 
fulfilled, this is more durable than heaven or 
earth, for Jesus has said, * Heaven and earth 
may pass away, but my word shall not pass 
away ? * " Fix your eye on his word, and while 
yo\j do so, say, — 

Yes, since God himself has said it, 

On the promise 1 rely, 
His good word demands my credit. 

What cap unbelief reply ? 
He is sf RONO and can fulfil, 

u TRUTH, and thcrefottt vfii.!.. 




Ifait m % God con iifti>D%,— Hoses lii. 6. 
A watting frame is a holy rraroe. It is a calm 
qaiet mind, tivin? before the Lord's throne, ez- 
erciiing faith in his word, lioping in his niern', 
endeavonrinE to do hia will, and patientiv inb- 
initting to his pleasure. The waiting soul seea 
Ood in all things, realizes God as present evcrjr 
where, andackoowledgeshiahandineverv event. 
Wait on thy God continually, so will you b« 
safe in every season of danger, happy under all 
your numerous trials, and find the Lor d p utting 
fionour upon you in his ordinances. Wait on 
the Liord as the industrious servant, on his kind 
and careful master; as the consistent maiden, 
on her thoughtful and benevolent mistress; al 
the affectionate child, on his loving and beloved 
parent. Wait on him, for he approves of the 
exercise. Wait on him, for he requires it at 
your hand. Wait on him, for he rewards it 
with a blessing. Wait his time for mercies. 
Wait at bis throne for deliverance : for they 
shall not be ashamed that wait for him. "Wait 
on the Lord, be of good courage, and he I'haU 
itrengthen thine heart, wmt I say on the Lord.** 
Have you been waiting on your God to -day I 
Ate you in a quiet waiting frame to-ni^htT 
Can you say, " I wait for the Lord, and in hii 
word do I hope?" Beware of impalienca. 

Wait, believing od the Lord, 

Still let oourige cheer ihy heart 

WAiT-for fsfthfiil is hU word, 

Hs wlUgnee nod strength imi^Tt. 



There iinow no co7idemvalUin.—V.oia. viii. 1. 
Every believer is in Christ : uuited tn hit 
persoD, intereBted iu bis o9ices, uTuilicil witi 
ills rigliteuusness, nail sanctified by bis S)iint 
" there is therefore note no cuudemi]a.tion.' 
Doubts there may be. Fenrs may hiitsss. Sii 
thure is in ua, but no sin is imputed to-us. Thi 
boliever is under no chaise. By virtue of one 
1IC93 with Christ, he bat been acquitteil fron 
every charge, he stands justified from all things 
lie is accepted of God as a beloved chiUI. and i 
entitled to all the provisions of grace nud ffloTv 
If he sins, he is ehastened ; being chastened, b< 
confcasea his sins with contritiiin; cmifesaioi 
liis sinn, God in faiChfiilneas and jiiaiicu for 
gives; he is led afiesb to claim and plead th 
finished work of Jcius, and finds that he is no 
condenmed, but acquitted. No one run Iny an 
thing to hit) charge, for God justifies liim; b 
does BO, because Christ died, for liiiu; yea 
rather, because as bis Surety be is nsen agaii 
nnd is now at his own right hand us hi 
Advocate, ever living to make intercession fo 
him. Blessed state ! Unshakable {irivilep 
I would Iny down on my pillow to-nij-ht, im 
pressed nith tlie great fact, " I am not a con 
demned sinner, but a justified and belove 
child of God." Aatuni^hmg grace 1 
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MARCH 7. 71 

/ Father which seeth in secret. — Matt. vi. 6. 

Jan way one hide himself in secret places 
m the Lord ? Can a christian under any 
fciimstances escape his notice? Impossible! 
he eye of God has been fixed upon me every 
aoment of this day ; it is now at this moment 
ixed ftilFupon me. But it is a Father's eye. 
My Father seeth in secret. He seeth the 
secret working^s of my foes^ and will save me 
from them. He sees every secret influence 
which is likel}' to injure mc, and will prevent it. 
He sees the secret workings of my heart. My 
hidden thoughts. My unuttered desires. My 
soul conflicts. My private temptations. He 
tees me withdraw for prayer, or sees me cast 
up my imploring eye to him when I cannot 
He sees my wants and woes. But he sees als' 
my secret sins, every evil thought, every impropf 
action, every unbecoming word^ passes und 
his eye. Solemn considv. ration tnis! May 
make me cautijus. May it preserve me fn 
yielding to temptation, from encouraging ' 
proper suggestions, and from acting inconsisf 
with my profession. My heavenly father s 
me^ seeth me at this moment, seeth me e 
moment, seeth my most secret motives, thou 
and purposes : and he who thus seeth 
hateth with an infinite hatred, every sin. 

O may these thoughts possess my breas^ 
Where'er I rove, where'er I rest ! 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
Consent to sin, for God is ihete. 




MARCH 8. 



Will ye alto go away P — John -n. 67- 
Man; left tbe Saviour in the days of his 
flesh, and manj' decline from bis ways now. 
How miny like JU)t's wife, look bnckj like the 
man of God who canine from Bethel, yielil to 
temptation ; or like Demss, fori ike the SaTiour 
liaviDB loved the piesent norld. " Let ua 
therefore fear, lest a promise being lefl us of 
entering into Ills rest, any of ns should seem to 
come short of it." Go away, what from Jesiis ! 
This would be going Irom light to darkness, 
from plenty to poverty, from hap|>incs3 to 
misery, from life to death. Go from Jesus I 
To whom can we go? We profess to have dis- 
coTere<l the emptiness of the world, the iosuf- 
fideney of temporal things to satisfy an im- 
mortal soul, and the pre-eini cut excellency of 
tbe things of God. StitI mnnj go back and 
walk no more with hioi. This should lead ua 
to serious considevation. It should make ua 
walk softly and cauti usiy. It cries to us with 
a loud voice and in clear accent^, " let liim that 
thiiiketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall." 
There can be no cause to leave Jesus for one 
moment. It is folly to stir from his side, it it 
daugerous to neglect his ordinances, it U mad- 
ness to turn tbe hack on his ways. My soul, he 
asks thee to-night, " Will you also go away ? " 

Dear Lord, one bliss impart. 
(■Tisnol for heaven I pray,) 

But let me not froni thee depart, 
^^^^^ No, HEVBR go BWajr. 




Ye *kall know Ike trulk.— John viii. 32. 
If Jenii is our Teacher, if we nre of a cblld-like 
diqxMitioD, if ne are witling to do im nell ai 
lewn, we ahall linow the truth. All Zion'a 
duldren aball be taught of the Lord. Every 
j one who ii divinely taught cornea to Jesus. 
I He tbat comes to Jgiiu is made nise unto aal- 
TtticHi. He that is nise unto salvation, knows 
the troth. The truth is in Christ, lie is iU 
tre. To know him, so as to trust his word, 
rIj oh bia sacrifice, and do his will, is to know 
the truth. The knowledge of the truth make* 
nsfree. It frees us from i^norahce, prejuilice, 
and folly. It frees us from the slavery of natan, 
the bondage of the law, aoit the terro'rs of Gud. 
It frees us from the guilt of sin, the accusations 
of conscieDce, and the eriiel fetters of carnal 
nutoms. If makes us free, by imparting a 
true knowledge uf God, by (liscovenn}.' the way 
of talTBtion, and by [iroekiming pnj-ctnn, peace, 
and reeoneiliation. If we know the truth as it 
i> in Jcpus, we shall conquer the worUi, enter 
the Redeemer's kingdom, enjoy [leoce with 
God, and render hearty and cheerful oheilience 
to the will of God. Godliness will be o^r 
calling, our profession, and our delight. 
Ssviour I to me the truth reteal, 

Thy teaching. Lord, I need ; 
Its power »nd unction my! feel, 

To mske me free indi-pd : 
Each fetter break that bindu my heart. 
And nnellfying grace impait. 



74 MARCH 10. 

Neither be ye of a doubtful mind. — Luke xii. 29^ 

We are all prone to doubts and to doubt that 
most, which there is no reason at all to doubt. 
But some seem to nurse their doubts, as though 
doubting was a part of religion. This is wrong. 
It is sinful. Our Lord often bids us believe, 
but he never encourages doubts. Doubting 
dishonours him, distresses us, and gives satan 
an advantage over us. Let us not doubt his 
providence, for it is kind j nor his word, for it is 
true. Let us not judge by appearances, which 
often mislead; but let us rest on divine pro* 
mises, which can never change or deceive. Let 
us not look too much at ourselves, our abilities, 
or our circumstances; but let us look to the 
Lord, to his wisdom, power, and love. Let us 
not tremble at poverty, because God can make 
Us happier in poverty, than we ever have been 
in plenty. Let us not be affected by the 
changeableness of men, for our God is in one 
mind and none can turn him. If we yield to a 
doubtful mind, it will spoil our present com- 
forts, hinder us in holy duties, dim the eye of our 
hope, and feed and nourish our fears. But what 
is worse than all, it will reflect upon the kind- 
ness, care, and providence of our gracious God. 

Cast thy burdens on the Lord, 

Leave them with thy Saviour ; 
He (whose hands for thee were bored) 

Can and will deliver ; 
He is true and faithful still, 
YJeJd fftyself unto his \iri\\. 




MARCH 11. 75 

tFt loot lam beeaute krfirtt hetd •*. 
1 Johii.iy. 19. 
Ow love to God, is but a feeble redectiou ii( 
I lore to na. He loved ua in eternity, tluit 
' Bijiht love him in time. He loved u* with- 
I (ny cause in u> ; but being iulimtely loicly, 
■hoiild be loTed for his own take. But it it 
I display of hit lore, ubich aniikens love in 
r bcHionia toward him; and bi> love bcinf; 
ed abroad in our hearts wc luve him in 
tam. No one loves God by nature. No 
m in bU natuml state can love God, for " the 
ruti inind is enmity Uj^einit God, it ii not 
bjeet to tbe law uf God, neither indeed 
m be." If therefore we love him, or eveo 
artily deaire to love bim, it is a proof that our 
wti have undergone a clian^^) and that 
lange i* the effect and proof of hii love to u«. 
rery apiritual blessing flows naturally from 
) love, aud whatever comes to us from him is a 
ivenajrt blessinv, ami lends iis back to him in 
turn. Our faith in his word, our hope it) bis 
ercy, our love to bis {Kuple, our zeal for bis ' 
iiae, our sorrow for sin, and our desires after 
)liness, are all so many proofn of his love to 
I. But our sonship crowns the whole. This 
nnparalleled love, that such sinners as wc arc, 
lould be called, "thk sons o? God." 
How cin I doubt thy love to me, 
Thy love which doth my soul constnin. 
To seek an influence f.om thee, 
To Jove m/fncioui Lord agaiul 




76 MARCH IS. 

So$luMwtfverbeii>iththeLord.— l Thea. 

Now the Lord viiits liii people, and mii 
hiiDBclf uDto them, u be does not un 
world; and such visits are very aweel 
manifettations cheer and eiinfirm our 
But in a little time he will come to ff 
home. He may send d^ath iirst, to tnt 
our Muls into his presence; we may be 
upon to depart and be with Christ, whirl 
better than our present circumstances, 
will come himself soon, he will raise our 
from the gtvve, conform both soul anil I 
his own likeness, we shall be caught up t 
him in the air, and "so shall we ever I 
the Lord." This will be our heaven. 
niil be our portion. We shall be for ci 
him, and for ever with him. How <liire 
our present lot. What a );loHoiis <ibj 
faith to fix upon. What a cheerinp; siibj 
the mind to be engaged witli. For ever « 
Lord, what will it not include, tliat is |>li 
ForeverwithtbeLord, what will it note: 
' that is unpleasant or disagreeabji^ I I 
close this day, reflecting upon this eloriou 
peet, anticipating; this delightful change. 
under all my future trials and exercisea, 
look forward and say, " Well. I shall v 
for ever with the LonI 1 " 

For ever with [he Lord '. 
Amen, to let it be: 

^ IJfc from the desti is in that word, 

^B 'Ti$ immortality. 




Z)m> iugh to God. — Juum iv. I 

^n thnut na to ui inlinite Jiitan 

OodTsnd unbelief keepi us there. Graf 

ni Wk, and brings lu nii-h b; the b)o( 

enM*. When we iin we still wander &< 

bat K*l prajer is drawing nig^ to God. 

I on the throne of grace, Jesus our inter 

Won the throne, ami ws are invited 

nigh. We are to come up to the th 

I rMiUze God as present, to exercise conf 

: him through Jeaiis, and to pour out oi 

before him. To teU him ^— aU we 

we deaire, all we want. To praite bin 

ne pojsesH, OF have received in time* 

expect in tinle to nnue. We are to t 

there must be no lightness. We are to 
assured that our God is love, there ia 
dread or alarm. Draw nigh to God, i 
tain bis wilt, to enjoy his love, to u 
jrour mind, to engage him afresh on y< 
and ibat vou may riae above the preaei 
less world. " He will draw iiigh I 
What an inducement is this I Draw n 
unveil hii glories. Draw nigh and disii) 
fear*. Draw nigh and confirm your faitt 
Let lu UDW apprDBch the throne 
ThrDUeh Ilie living wiy made ksn* 
Ws; of Eiith which Jesus mide. 
Thro' the veil of fleab diaplsy'd; 
Thro' hii reat humanit; 
God oar Friend id heaveu ne sm. 




UABCH 16. 



Ok that thou viouidtt bleu mt indeedl 
I Chron. iv. 10. 
Thus prayed Jabez, and so prays every chris- 
tian. He kaoirs that the bleasiog of the Lord 
it maketh rich, and he aildeth no sonon with it. 
There is a reality in the Lord's blessing. Well, 
be hath blessed us witli all spiritual blesainga in 
heavenly places in Christ. All is treasured up 
in Jesita tor us, and by faith and prayer we re- 
ceive out of his fulness and grace foe grace. 
The Lord stiU blesses us. He sB;a, "i ivill 
bless thy bread and thy n'ater," and our tem- 
poral mercies are peculiarly sweet, when season- 
ed wiih bis love. He blesses us with reneiving 
grace, reviving grace, reaturing grace, sanctifying 
nacc, and preventing grace. He blesses like a 
God, with blessings costly beyond calculation, 
vast aa our miseries, numerous as our sins, and 
Mtme a* uur existence. He delights Co blesa 
n*. He gave his Son to die for us, that he might 
bless us honorably, suitably, and eternally. He 
has ptomised to bless us, and to uiuke ui bless- 
ings. It is a blessing to feel our need of his 
blessing, and every one «bo does so, sidently 
desires and earnestly seeks it, i* taught of God 
and blessed by God. Let us then reui his word, 
l>elieve hii iovc. pleail for his blessiog, and re- 
ce>ve the aniwer as Jabez did. 

All is fiiiiihid — do not doubt it, 
But believe your dying Ljrd : 
Never leuon more sbout it, 
^^^ Oaiy tike him at tus woil. 



MARCH 17. 81 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name, 
I Chron. xvi. 29. 

The Lord has written out his namCj in its 
greatness and graciousne&s, on all the works of 
his power, and on all the gifts of his love. He 
that would learn God's name must study creation 
and providence ; hut must more intently study 
the gospel. Here he will see God writing out 
his name, or displaying his glorious character 
and perfection S; m the conversion^ justification, 
sanctification, preservation, and glorification of 
multitudes of sinners. God has revealed his 
name in his word, and it is to he read in its 
proclama ions, doctrines, promises, precepts, and 
prospects. If we read and study Jenovah's 
name aright, we sliall he filled with admiring 
views and adoring ^atitude ; and as the efiect 
we shall glorify him m our prayers, praises, and 
p-eneral conversation. To give him the glory 
due unto his name will require all our talents, 
all ooT time, and even eternity itself. But to 
attempt to do so is a plain duty, and if the 
heart be right it will be a real pleasure. Still 
it is a duty much neglected,, and while we neg- 
lect it we rob Qod of his right, and our own 
souls of much comfort Let us therefore learn 
to read God's name, to exalt his grace, and to 
give him the glo -y due unto his name. 

Nature and time and earth and skies, 

Tliy heavenly skill proclaim ; 
Whnt shall we do to make us uvut^ 

But le*m to read thy nft.TQ«t 



82 MARCH 18. 

Fear not, neither be discouraged. — Dent. i. 21. 

Thou[.^h the Lord tries us, ho also encourages 
us. M():e than fifty times, he says to us in his 
word, "pear not." Yet we are often fearing. 
He knew this would be the case, therefore he 
provided so much to cheer and encourage us. 
Let us not be discouraged, the Lord hath set 
the good land before us, he hath promised it to 
us, he bids us go up and take possession of it. 
Our enemies may be mighty, but our God who 

S>es with us and fights for us, is Almighty, 
ur foes may be crafty, but on our side is ** tfie 
only wise God." If providence should frovni, 
if the Lord does delay to answer our prayers, 
if our case should appear to be almost desperate ; 
it is only to exercise our graces, to try our sin- 
cerity, to stir us up to importunate prayer. Let 
us therefore press on in hope, let us persevere 
in faith. The Lord will appear for us. His 
faithful word shall be made good in our experi- 
ence ; and though now he may not answer us a 
word, he will soon give us the desire of our 
hearts. Yield not then to discouragement, it 
dishonours God, it weakens faith, it cheers on 
your foes. Fear not, for God is with you. God 
IB for you. 

Arm'd with the presence of my Lord 

1 would be jf good cheer. 
Confiding in his faithful word, 
Why should I faint or fear? 
Though Gerce the ioe^ though rou^h the toad, 
/ can do jll things through my Go^ 




MARCH 19. 



He Tt*toreth my toui. — Pi. sxiu- 3. 
" I hsTc gone Mtray like e lort iheep." We 
IK prone to wander, luil having wandered we 
never retuni tilt the good Shepherd aeekn us. 
But hi* eye is upon the nanderer. Hia heart 
yearns over it. He wait* a fitting time to be 
gracioui unto it. He followa it with reproofi, 
rebnkei, and expostulaCians ; and at length he 
reatores it. He convinces of the folly of wan* 
dering from the fold, the soul become* auhappj 
in itii wandering atate, a apirit oF prayer u 
awakened, concern to retuni deepens, the ihe^ 
cseepa to the Shepherd'* foot, acknowledge* it* 
tin and folly, implores mercy, and criee, " Keatore 
nnto me the joy of thy salvation." It ia taken 
up by the Shepherd's power, and earned back 
with gentle reproofs to the foU. Every restorr 
ation is of grace. In every instance it i* tbe 
Shepherd's care that restores the wandering soul. 
The restored wanderer always feels deeply hum- 
bled, flie* to the preciou* blood of stoueioent, 
admire* reitoring mercy, becomes more cautiou*, 
Oirefut, and circumspect : his conscience ia more 
tender, his hatred of sin is deeper, and hia jeal- 
ousy of his own heart is more Uvely. He 
abhors himself and repents in dust and ashea. 
He p*nts for the prenence of God, prizii the 
ordinances of relipion, and wnichrs unto prays. 

Prone to wander, Lord, 1 feel it ; 
Prone 10 lesie the God I lo»e — 

Here's my heart. Lord, lake and sail it, 
9ei] ir from Ibj courts above. 



B4 MARCH 20. 

Rutincilh Chritt.— Col. iii. 1. 
Christ aa our Substitute died in our stet 
Be died ns a pubUc person, representiiiir I 
people ; and hs sucb he arose from the del 
^11 bis people are said to have died inbim, wh 
he died ; and to rise nith liim, when he arm 
By virtue of this, we are quickened by theSpirit 
life from Christ, and we arise utid ascend to h 
in our hopes, desires and oflections. Bis I 
ft put forth ill us, and we are to make manifi 
the resurrection life of Christ in our bodi 
We are to reckon ourselves to he dead inde 
unto sin, bot alive mito God through Jet 
Christ our Lord. It is also sUted of all 1 
Hevers, that he bath nused us up tag;ether, a 
made us nt t<^ther with Christ in the hi 
renlies. Christ and his people are one. Th 
■rere represented by him when be fulfilled t 
law, when he made the atonement, when 
arose from the deaif, and when he entered ii 
the hoUest of all nith his own blood. Tt 
live through bis death. They live in union 
his person. Thej live for his honour and glo 
Being risen with Christ, thev should not gro 
on earth, or be very much affected by anvtbi 
that occurs below ; but as their bead, their p- 
tion, and their life is in heaven, there tb 
thougbta, desires, and affections should be. 
Believing louli, who Jeaiu know. 
If risen iadeed h ilh him jt are. 




UARCH 21. 



TVy ietin a bttter eoantry. — Heb. xi. 16. 

Not only k better itate, or a better frame : 
but a better couDtry. This was the experience 
of tbe Pstriarcba, tbe Apostles felt the same, 
w> bave all tme christians. Do tne desire a better 
coantry? Bo we desire a htatenly countryT 
There is a better, it is set before ns in the fpt* 
pel, it is promised to all nbo believe in Jesus, 
and contiaue &itbfhl unto death. Heaven ii a 
country where all enjoy rest ; there is no pain, no 
lotrialsthere. 



vet all enjoy perfect repose. Heaven is the 
borne of love ; there an no foes, no eDTioni 
professors, no jealooB brethren. All is love, pur^ 
perfect, perpetual love. All love Ood, and God 
loves ul. Each loves bis fellon, and loves hi* 
fellow aa he loves himself. It is the residence 
of holiness; there are no nnners, for all are 
righteous ; there is no sin, for each exactly 
resembles Jesus. Holiness is the element, tbfl 
joy, the characteristic of tbe place. It ia the 
abode of perfeilt satisfai^on, unbroken joy, 
and undisturbed tranquihty. There Jesus la 
seen face to face. There Qod uuiblds his glories. 
There every desire is gratified, every heart ia 
full, eveiy countenance oeama with benevolence 
■od joy. Truly it ia a better conotry, it ia tk* 
rest which remaineth for the people of Ood. 
Tiieo let the hope of iDjri to come 
Dispel our cares, and cbase our fesrs ! 
If God be oars, we're tnveUing home, 
ThDDjrh passing through a va\e ^ tewv 



86 MARCH 22. • 

The heirs of fromise. — Heb. vi. 17- 

We were by nature children of wrath, even 
as others. In character we were unrighteous ; 
in circumstances, destitute ; in state, lost. We 
had no claim upon God for one good thing, for 
we were traitors against his throne and govern- 
ment. But by an ancietit and gfacious appoint- 
ment, he constituted us as believers in Jesus, 
''hbirs op promise." We were promised 
to Jesus as a seed, to reward the travail of his 
soul ; and are entitled to all the promises, which 
in him are yea, and in him amen, to the glory 
of God by us. By virtue of our relation to 
Christ, by our interest in the testament of 
Christ, as well as by the appointment of God, 
we are entitled to all promised blessings. To 
us is promised life, eternal life ; righteousness, 
everlasting righteousness ; supplies, both temp- 
oral and spiritual ; a kingdom, the kingdom of 
grace and glory; s^dvation, eternal salvation. 
\Ve are heirs, and all these things are included 
in our estate. Heirship flows from grace. It 
stnnds in Christ. It leads us to heaven. It 
calls for gratitude. Ought we not to ask, am I 
an lieir? Can I prove my title? Do I view 
the promises as my title deeds ? Do I live as 
a person entitled to such possessions? Let a 
man examine himself. 

As heirs of promise, let ur live 

By faith iu Jesu*8 word \ 
Expect his fulness to receive, 
And glorify the Lord. 




MARCH 33. 



Seadji to forgive. — Pi. Ixzxvi. S. 
JehoTth i* revealed u a God who delights in 
jewiugraercj, who in slow to anger; a«"BGod 
ready to pardon." This is always a fact, and it 
■bould alwBT* be believed by ui. It ahould 
alio be daily kept before our minds, that we 
may leek, expect, and enjoy a dady pardon. 
The Lord i* never iDdis|)09ed, or backnard to 
pardon k beheving, penitent, confessing sinner. 
But he ia futhful to bis word, and just to the 
merit of hi* Sou, in pardoning every one who 
utpliea in the Saviour's name, " Rradi/ tofor- 
gme I " Tben our fears have been grouuitleni, 
our distress withont cause, and our suspicions 
have been sinful. The goodness of his nature 
is sncb, that he devised a way in which he could 
honourably pardon the vilest transCTcssor ; and 
though this cost him the life of nis oniy-be- 
gotton and well-beloved S. n, he jreely gnve bim 
up, to ihew that be was " a God ready to par- 
don." Without an atonement, pardon would 
have been impossihle ; but through the atune- 
ment of Jesus, God can easily, completely, and 
daily pardon the grentest sinners, what he con 
do, he mill do. He dofs do. And to niiihi. he 
is "ready to torpM^" the sin* of this day, iJid 
of every previous dav : to foi^ve us, and to dO 
it at this moment. B'essed truth \ 

BelieviiiR let us raise our rye 

To him who liveth and hath died r 

That look will lin: our aouli on h^h. 

And Ood pronoun e ui jaitiftvA. 




MARCH 24. 



Goinpeaee. — Luke vii. 50. 
True peace flows froiBt the pudon of nn. If 
we believe that Oud fur Christ's Bake hath for- 
eiven us all treepasaea, our souU will enjoj peace. 
For bein^ justified by faith we hafe peace with 
God. We have nothing to fear from God, for 
having pardoned ua, lie hag no charge agunat 
us ; but we may etepect every good tbuig from 
God, for haviug ^ven us his Sun, will lie not 
with him also freely give lu alt thmgs? If 
therefore we have uo evil to feai', hut every 
good to expect, may we not, ouglit we not, to 
be at peace' When Jeans parilone . thewdman, 
he said to her, " Go in peace- " So he says to 
Qg. " Mind not what satan savs. Fear not 
what man can do. Go, in the path of .duty. Go, 
and face trials and persecutions. Go, and en- 
jo; your temporal mercies, Go, andeujoy your 
religious privileges. Go, though dangt^rs sur- 
round you. Go thcm^b you feel weak and 
feeble. Go in peace, for God accepta you. Go, 
for your reconciliation to God is honourable 
and periect. Go, and spread a Saviour's fame. 
Go, and toll of Jehovah's pardoning love. Go. 
and bear your personal testimony to the trutli 
of bis word. Go, and conquer all your foes. 
Go, this nieht to rest in peace, and comfort your 
■oul with this, 'God is at peace with me."' 
O Lamb of God, in lende, love, 



MARCH 35. 89 

n«i 1 iwijr tutm Aim.— Phil. iu. 10. 
Fud appear* to have bad twea prineipal 
bbea, and they are all eipreued id Uiii bner 
nide. Thej all have reference to Christ, 
ideed Christ ku Paul's centre, to n-faicb he 
natantlf tended, and the circle, within which 
I the desires of his aonl irere included. He es- 
■cially deiiredtoknowCbrist—toninCi riit- 
> magnify Christ both in bis boily and soul— 
I be found in Christ — to be conformed to 
hriat — to rejoice in the day of Christ — aod to 
: with Christ. But the first lies at the root uf 
I the rest. The knowledp of Cbrist is moro 
;celtent than any other, than all other know 
ilge. But how little do ue know of Christ, 
twefore it is that ne enjoy so little of Cbtiit. 
at, is it the deure of our souls to night, that 
e ninj know him T That we may know him 
early and correctly. That our knowledge uf 
hrist should be powerful and influentinl, rai- 
ting our thoughti, desires, hopes, fears, eonli- 
mce, and our conduct toward God aud man, 
ipecially toward tfae saints. That ne should 
■oat in the knowledge of Christ. If we do 
:ally and aiucerely desire to know Christ, He 
lall search hi* word, frequent his orilinsDcea. 
editate on hit truth, be often at hi* throne, 
id apeak of him to his people. 
"Tis life to know the dying- Lamb, 
Eternal life is in hii osme: 
O may I in thii knowledtfe grow, 
And daily more of Jeins knaw '. 



90 MA.RCH 26. 

The Father of mercies, — 2 Cor. i. 3. 

Jehovfih is a Father. A merciful Father. A 
tenderly merciful Father. , A Father of mercies, 
with whom all mercies originate, ^m whom all 
mercies proceed. Our chief mercy, was a * 
Saviour ; that Saviour, his only begotten Son ; 
that S;;n freely delivered up for us all. He was 
the author of the mercy which quickened us, 
comforted us, and still keeps us. All our mer- 
ciful afflictions, deliverences, shuttings up, and 
relief, flows from his sovereign will. He is the 
fountain and source of mercy, and from him all 
our mercies flow. This should correct the 
views we sometimes take of him, as if he 
were difficult to please, or soon angry with 
us. It should also encourage our faith, hope, 
prayers, and love. What a comfort to a seek- 
ing soul, to know that the God he is seeking is 
the Father of mercies. What a shield this to 
ward off the fiery darts of satan. What an in- 
ducement to love our God more than all the 
gifts we receive from him. Beloved, what do 
you need this evening ? If it is a mercy, your 
God has it ; and if it will really do you good, 
he is willing to bestow it. Look up to heaven 
to-night, and call upon the Father of mercies 
in confidence ; he will prodcce and present the 
very mercy yuu need, be it what it may. 

My soul, lliou hast (let what will ail) 

A never changing Friend ; 
When brethren, friends, and helpers fiiil, 

On him alone depend. 



MARCH 27. 91 

Ye Oik, and receive not. — Jamet iv. 3. 

Is God then unwilling to bestow ? Will lie 
forfeit his word ? No, but he never promised to 
sanetion sin, or encourage folly ; and this he 
mnst do if he answered all our prayers. In 
prayer God looks at our motives. He reads our 
hearts while he Ustens to our words. If we 
pray for temporal things to pamper our appe- 
tites, or gratify our lust, we have no reason to 
expect that God will ^ive them. If we ask for 
spiritual things with a carnal end, God is just 
in witholding them. We may ask for good 
things that we may become eminent in the es- 
timation of men — be respected by our fellows — 
or applauded by the multitude. Even grace 
and holiness may be prayed for in order to get 
a name. Our object should be simply to hon- 
our God, to exalt Jesus, and to promote his 
cause. Or, we may ask in an unbecoming 
manner. We may be too anxious for temporals. 
We may be inditfereut about spirituals. Lust 
may set us praying, and keep us praying; as 
pride, covetousuess, or envy. See then the 
cause why our prayers are not always answered ; 
the motive, or the end in view, or the spirit 
displayed, is not good. The prayer is as the 
design is. Let us ask theu : IV hy do we pray ? 
How do we pray ? For what do we pray? 

I fear 1 often ask ainiss, 

Lord, search my heart and see ; 
My motives purify, nor cease 

To draw my souJ lo thee. 



J jcill fear no evil.— Fa. scsLii. 4. 
Why should 1, if I am ihi- Lord's? Let this 
msttPP bi^ srtllcrl, and then fiireivl! M the fear 
of evil; for the Lord shall preserve thee from 
■U evil. Not (rom all IHali. for thev ue not 
erib, but often benefits. Only two thinjta can 
be said to be evils, the one is sir ; but lo the be- 
liever, lin is pariloiiedi in the believer, sin is 
crucified ; and over the believer, it sliall not 
have dominioii. The other evil is sepcradon 
from God; but nutfaing can separate us from 
tbe love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Our life should not be eharacterised by 
fear, but by love; not by alarm, but by confi- 
dence. The Lord is our keeper, he tvill preserve 
bur souls. We may be ti-ied by losses and 
crosses, by satitn and by men, by poverU' and 
pain, but all these will work togther for our 
good. Aod even death h not ad evil ; therefore 
we should not fear it. Let us live upon Christ ; 
ktushveforClirigt; let usiivclike Christ; and 
then lo die, will only be to depart and be irith 
Christ, which is far better than remaining here. 
To die will be gain, or best of all. Let us then 
grasp the pronuie with a firm faith, walk close 
to the bleediugsideof Jesus, aim to glorify Gh>d 
in our day and gcnerntion, and go on through 
life saying, " I will fkar no svii,." 

Fear not, heliere his word 



MARCH 29. 93 

/ am itith jfou ahoay. — Matt, nviiu 30. 
Then Je*ua ii nitb us to-oigLt. He i*, uid 
I will be with u> u he hu promiied in all 
tore time. {le i« ivitb us to sfibrd protection, 
impvt coiuolatioii, to subdue our feui, to iu- 
ire ui with hope. He identifiei ui with him- 
If. He make* our oiue hii own. Hit pre«- 
ee it pledged to us, and it ii the shield of our 
otection, the itrength of our hearts, and the 
DTce of our joy. He will not leave ua to go 
ttep alone. He will not take his eje off ui, 

cloK his ear to us for one moment. HelcUs 

that we are more eodeaied to him, than the 
reliest infant, is to the fondest motber. The 
H of nature are not so alrong, or so tender, or 
. lasting aathe ties of grace. Let us endeav- 
irto keep thia (i.et in view, Jesus ii with ua, 
vnnU he with us. He will be the last to 
anfort ns in time, and the hist to welcome us 
etemitj. He will go through the whole 
omcy with us, u)d then place us before bii 
Be fur ever. We are therefore sure of one 
inc. and that is, the presence of Jesus; and 
id his presence is the jo; of angels, the bliss 

heaven, anil the glory of immottality. Turn 
en bam evety creature to him. Lay down 
i« night, resting upon the words of Jesna, 

Lo, I AM WITH VOU ALWAV \ " 
Lord, I commead ta thee 
The remTUDt of mj dsysi 



94 MARCH 30. 

I fear Gorf— Gen. xlii. 18. 
So said Joaeph to his brethren, when be 
them home with provisions to their needy fiit 
So nmy we say whenever tempted to act ui 
coming our chriattan chRratter. The true 
of Gorl !>prin^ from love, and is deepened 
■trengthcnecl by fiUaireUowship with Ood. 
is not R dread of bia majesty, but a fea 
offend or mete his heart. It is prodi 
by the Holy Spirit, anil is the (treat prev 
■tive to sin. If I fear to offend Go< 
■bait certainly Btrive to please him. If 1 
Um, I shall few to offend him. This fear 
make us cautious, careful, and watchful, 
will often lead us to praver. It will prompt 
to self-examination. It will lead us to « 
pare our conduct with Ciod's word. It wQI ] 
•erve us from persumptiou, levitv, and dial 
eaty. He that fears God, will not go in the 
of sinners, stand in the counsel of the uneo 
or sit in the aeat of the scornful; but bia 
light will be in the word of God, and in his b 
will he meditate day and night. Has the 
of God inllueneed ua this day? Have we i 
by our conduct, in our dealiugs with our fel 
men, '* 1 fear God?" Reflecting upon the 
consistency of others, cm we say, " So did 
I, becnuae of tbe fear of the Lord?" 

It Eiies religion life 

Ta wsrm aa nell u light ; 

MskM mercy sweet, ulvation great, 
■^^- Aad tU God'i judsmentt right. 



■ I r;. 



MARCH 31. 95 

Tk^ LmrdwUlgwe that which it good. 
Pft. Ixuv. 12. 

Whnterer is good for his people the Lord will 
eertainly bestow. Grace to sauctify, provision 
to sustain, and glory to crown them at last. 
Bat he will only give that which is good, there- 
fore he will refuse them many things which they 
may desire. But all that is good for them they 
shall have, and he tvill give every good thing in 
its proper season. He will so give them good 
now, as to secure the greatest g(iO<l at last ; and 
every good thing shall come to tliem through 
the hands of Jesus. That he viill give that 
which is good, is certain from the relation in 
which he stands to them, he is tlieir Father. 
From his infinite wisdom which is engaged for 
them, and his tender love which is set upon them. 
From the plan of his grace, and the word of 
his promise. From the testimony of all his 
people, and his conduct towards his very enemies ; 
for he will not feed his foes, and starve his 
friends. Let this assurance then check your 
impatience, wait for the Lord. Let it rouse you 
to prayer, ask good things of the Lord. Let it 
feed your faith, beUeve the word of the Lord. 
Let it produce contentment, be satisfied with 
the provision of the Lord. Let it encourage 
hofie, expect every good thing from the Lord. 

The Lord will grace and ^lory grant. 
And every good supply : 
h No blessing which his people want 

/ ijh bounty can deny. 




96 APRIL 1. 

The God of all grace, — 1. Peter v. 10. 

How sweet and refreshing are the views which 
Jehovah gives us of himself! Too often we 
allow our minds to be led away from the spirit- 
ual representation of our God, and view him 
through some improper and injurious medium. 
He is the God of all grace, but still he is the 
just God. He is gracious, naturally, sovereignly, 
infiuitely, eternally. He has riches of grace. 
Grace to quicken the dead, to pardon the guil^, 
to comfort the disconsolate, to strengthen tne 
weak, to restore the wandering, and to save the 
lost. In his dealings with his people, his grace 
is displayed. How free, in the conversion of 
Saul of Tarsus. How seasonable, in the salvation 
of the dying robber on the cross. How unex^ 
pected, by Zaccheus when called down from the 
Sycamore. But these are but samples, or pat- 
terns, intended to show us what the God of all 
g'ace can and will do. Let us look to qui 
od as infinitely gracious. The extent, the great- 
ness, the riches, the freedom of his grace, ia 
displayed in the undeserving, in the ill-deserving. 
Let this check our fears. Let it spur us on to 
diligence. It calls for confidence, gratitude, and 
consecration from us. Let us lav the head on 
the pillow to-night cheered with the thought 
our God is '' THB God of all grace." 

Great God to us thy grace afford, 

That far from thee we ne'er may rove ; 
Our guard — the presence of the Lord, 
Our joy — the sense of -^^ttt^mn^Xcn^. 



APRIL 2. 97 

Occupy till I come, — Luke xiz. 13. 

Our Lord has provided for all our wants. He 
forbids our fears. He has given us talents, or 
entrusted us with his money. He is gone home 
to his Father for a time, he will soon return 
aeain, and he bids us " oecufiy until he comes," 
We are to be busy for God. To be active for 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He will soon come to 
take account of what we have done, liow we 
have done it, and why wc have done it. When 
he comes lie will praise or blame as the case may 
require. He will reward every one according 
to his works. Do we beheve this? Are we 
livinff under the impression of this fact ? Do 
we onen say to ourselves, *' I must stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ." ** I must give 
an account." Beloved, our time, our talents, 
as well as our persons are the Lord's. To him 
the>' should be consecrated. For him they 
should be all employed. Have we been living 
for Christ to-day ? Have we been transacting 
our business, or doing our work, in the prospect 
of appearing before the Lord Jesus to give an 
account of it ? Let us not sleep as do others. 
Let us not stand idle in the market place. Let 
us not live to ourselves. Let us live upon Christ, 
and live for him alone. 

O may I live on Jesus still, 

Aijti use the talents given ; 
Daily consult and do his wiW, 

And thus prepare for lieavem 




£B APRIL 3. 

Tht obedUntt of faith.— ^m. xvi. 26. 
The obedience reqiured of ftith is the entire 
tubmiwiou of theiiite!lect,theheBit, audtheUfe 
to God. The Ian of futh is the jtospel, this re- 
quires us to belieee that " God is love." That 
ChriRt died for sin instead of sinners. To em- 
hrace mercy aa treely [ireseiiteil, andrtccive fur- 
^TenesB as the ^ft of God. To sci't;pt of the 
righteousness of Jesus, to irust in it alone for 
acceptance before God end to plead it at the 
tbrone of ^nce for all we necil. To come 
daily to Jesus fur all we want, and to expect to 
receive at his hands all he has prumiaed. To 
live for God. To live tu God. To live like God. 
It requires us, in one word, so to live tbat Gud 
inay be all and man nothing. God requires 
the obedieuce of a believiag heart. We must 
believe what he sajis, expect what he hat pro- 
mised, aud do what he bids. This is the life of 
faith. Satun will opiwse it. The carnal mind 
will throw a thousand obstacles in tbe way. 
Every thin;; that is of a worldly character will 
hinder us. But we uiusi wrestle, strive, break 
through, and say, " I will bebeve luy (iod. I 
will obey ID> Lord. 1 will iuiitate n,y P^aviour. 
I ivill be a fuUower of theiu, who through £iith 
and patience now inherit the promises. 



Spirit of faitb, unfold tliy luw. 
. Tby quickning power iuipuit; 
JU> sou/ Eo sneel obedience ilraw, 
FiU and coiitroul my V«ait. 




APRIL 4. 99 

Ihwm teiont I hate believei-.—2 Tim. i. 12. 
It U an uDifMkable mercy to know Chtiat. 
It lays at the rcot of our happinew. It u e>> 
■ential to our looolidence. But unto us it is 
given to know bim. We know him from bis 
word. We kuotr liim from tbe testimODy of his 
saints. But nhat is atill better, we kaow nim 
by the leaching of the Holy Spirit. But we 
only know in part. We know his person, so as 
to love him. Bis rharacter, so as to trust ia 
him. His perfect work, so as to rely upon it 
alone for our acceptance with God. His iofi' 
uite fulness, so as to repair to it for all we need. 
His tender compassion, so as to go to him for 
sympathy in luBering and sorrow. His willing- 
nen to receive sinners, so as Co recommend poor 
sinners to go to him for life and peace. We 
know he u able to save. We know be is trust' 
wortby. We know be will never leave or for* 
sake one aoat sonl nbo trusts in bim. We know 
him, and therefore trust our all in his bands. We 
know him, and therefore are not ashamed to 
avow that he is our Lord and our Ood. We 
know who he is, the Son of God. What he i^ 
the Saviour. Where he ia, at tbe right IvHodof 
God. What he has done, he died for our sins, 
and rose again for our justidcation. Whathewill 
do, come again and receive us unto himself. 

I kncm in whom I have belief'd, 
His Spirit dotb my heart MHue, 

That what he bath fcam me lec^V^ 
Mu constant love nill Veep ucdM. 



Peace, praee. — IsRiab Ivii. 19. 
Such are Ihe soft, soothing sQuada, which the 
(^spel whispers in the believer's ear. In all 
times of his tribulatioD, in all timea of temptft-' 
tioo, in all times of bodily diseHBeand sufTenn^ 
it softly cries "Peace, pbacb." Peace, for 
Jesus died to put away your ains. Peace, for 
Jesus lives to intercede for you in heaven. 
Peace, for Jeius leigoa and your coDCerng a^e 
in his hands. Peace, for Jesus lores, and hia 
love ia immutably fixed on you. Peace, ior 
God is love. Peace, for you are reconciled to 
hin br the death of hia Son. Let not vour 
heart be troubled. Eveiy thought of God re- 
apecting you, is peaceful. Every purpose of 
God toward you, which providence baa to work 
out, is peaceful. Heaven is at peace with you. 
Yon also are at peace with heaTen. Your 
peace wsa made, when Jesus died iu your stead; 
when he put away your sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. Look to him as your fkacsmakek. 
Live iu the atmosphere of Gethsemane and 
Golgotha. View God as your peaceful Father 



and heaven aa your peaceful home. Often 
meditate upon thai precious vtrae, "Thou 
wilt keep bim in perfect peace, whose mind ii 



atayed on theej becauae he trustetb in thee." 
Let your mind resl in the Lord. 

JesUB, mj feeblr faith increue, 
And Bweetl; multiply my peace, 
And irhca 1 alwiyi ttuat thy power, 
■hill ttwiblomenonwu. 



APRIL «. 101 

Tkt rtn r rfetbm of the jm*l.— Lake sir. 14. 
The dod in Chmt shaU riae fint. Titer 
•hall rite iacomiptible, ponciful, apiritua], and 
ri.irimu. In exact coiiruniiitY to the ploniMt 
body of Cbriit. His Tuice mil route ibem, 
bi* poner will raise them, and hit glory will 
mmiund and adorn them. They (ball be like 
him, for thej ihall aee him aa he ii. What a 
glorious morning will the resurrectioii mmiinf; 
be 1 How deeply we are intereiled in it, and 
yet, how little it eierciies our thoo^hta, ur 
drawa out our antidpatioai. It ma; be the 
very next mominf; we ihall aee, for we mav die 
iji our ileep; or for aught we can tell, Jcma 
Diay eome to-taorrow. Are we read; T Are we 
justified before God through faiih in JesmaT 
Are we just with men, tendenng to all their 
rtues? The resurrection of the juit will be 
mORt (cliirioua. they will come forth perfect in 
holiness and beauty ; the; will nse to be openly 
united to Jesus, to share bis )clorv, and be with 
biro where he is. We ought often to think 
of that dav. To prepare for it dady. To lire 
andact as if it was just at hand. Tu do as Paul 
did, who laboured, suffered, and prayed, " if by 
iny meaiu he might attain unto the resorrectinn 
rf the dead." '■ Blessed and holy ia he that 
!uth part in the first reanrrecdoD." 

Sinic with gild anticipation, 
Hurtati and immortals sing, 

Jesai comes with full ulviiiiHi, 
Jesus doth bis glory bring 



102 APRIL 7. 

One thivfj I do. — Phil. iii. 13. 

The concentration and fixation of the thoughts, 
desires, and aims upon the great object and end 
of life, is an invaluahle hlessing. David desired 
" one thing," even to dwell in the house of the 
Lord. Mary, chose the good part. Paul, kept 
his eye and his heart upon " one thing," even 
the prize of his high calling. He forgot the 
past, and was constantly pressing on after higher 
attainments, sweeter enjoyments, and more ex- 
tensive usefulness. Nothing past or present 
could satisfy his soul. His desires were large. 
His hopes were exalted. His heart was set 
upon doing all he could for God, obtaining all 
he could from God, and becoming as much as 
possible like God. Beloved, how does this 
reprove us ! Are not our minds often distracted, 
our hearts divided, and our iittention diverted 
from the object, which we should keep in view? 
Jesus kept his eye upon the joy that was set be- 

I fore him. Moses had respect unto the recom- 
pence of the reward. Paul did not aim at any 

I of the things which are seen and temporal, but 
at the things which are not seen which are eternal. 
O to have the heart set, and the eye fixed, upon 
^'one thing;" and that one thing, the prize 
which Jesus holds out to stimulate his people, 
|uid which he will give them at that day ! 

Lord, help me this one thing to do; 
To keep the glorious prize in view ; 
Fmd would I leave the things behind, 
^ heaven on earth in Jcsms fccA, 




Wha hath taved ut.—S. Tim. i. 9. 
Salvation ia a present blessing. If we are in 
Christ we are saved. Our Goil hath pardoned 
our slna, he hath justifieii our pcrsonn, he hflth 
changed our natures, and he hnth given to us 
eternal life. We now receive the end uf our 
fiuth, even the salvation of our souls. We are 
not perfectly delivered from all evils, foes, and 
andfearayet; but then deliverance is certain. 
We are not in the exact libenesa of our Lord 
now, but we shall be, for we shall see htm as he 
is. Every believer is in a justilied state, and a« 
■uch he should valk nith God, work for God, 
and wfiT all the will 
and airhfe has is ours, 
and all they eontain ii 
all he can do for us consistently with his per- 
fections and government, he will do. In the 
Maurance of this we should live ; the Apottle 
did (o. It ia this that will strengthen us to 
labour, give us courage in the con&ict, cast out 
all slavish fear, and consecrate us entirely to 
the Lord. Let this then be the subject of med- 
itation to-nigbt. until we fall into the anna of 
aleep. God hath saved me. He may not have 
f^ven me health, or wealth, or kind relatives, 
or a happy home ; hut he bath saved me, and 
saved me with an everlasting salvation. 
Sav'd in Christ fram hell and death, 
may I seek the things sboTBi 
And evermore the apirit breathe 
Of piaiie, sobriety, and Vo'^e, 




APRIL ». 



rbur faith grmceth exceedingly. — 2 Tlieu. i. 3. 
Such was the happiness of the believing 
Thessfllonians. Their faith grew. It grew 
exceedingly. The seed became the pUat; the 
plant soon became the tree. The blade grew 
into ear; the ear ripened into the full com. 
The babe became a youn^ man; the young 
man became a father in Christ. Faith root* 
itself in the truth. It £rmly grasps the rock- 
It stands agaiast, and delies the stonn. It re- 
Sisee on the covenant, and immutahle faith- 
loess of God. It grows by exercise. It 
groivs in the way of upright walking. It grow* 
by the proper use of gospel ordinances. If our 
faith grows, Christ will become more'precioiu. 
We shall eameatly long for more conformity to 
him. We shull learn better to distinguish be- 
tween faith and feeling. We shall be able to 
trust R naked promise. Our love to the taint* 
will strengthen, and become strong. Our zeal 
for God and his gloty will increase. Ou? 
attention to the precepts will become close and 
influeDtiai. Our confidence in God's word will 
be steady and vigorous. Our liberality and 
benevolence will grow in proportion to our 
faith. See then bow important it is that our 
fiuth should grow. Look to it, that your faith 
be a growing faith. 

How bUit it is to live by faith, 
Aad c»st our burden on tlie Lordj 
To credit whit the Ssviour ssith, 
ma^^ And^tt, confiding in his word! 



APRIL 10. 106 

T%cu shaU glorify me. — Ps. 1. 15. 

Hien trouble drives us to the Lortl in prayer, 
dndly listens to us, and graciouHly answers 
But when prayer is answered and deliver- 
B is enjoyed, then he expects to be acknow- 
jcd and adored. We glorify God, when 
hearts are g;rateful for his mercies ; when 
praise him for his undeserved favours ; and 
m we commend him to others, as faithful to 
word, merciful to his enemies, and gracious 
ill who apply at his throne. But wc glorify 
I also, when we exercise filial confidence in 
promises ; when we expect all he has pro- 
ed, beqpuise he is true ; when we call upon 
I first, in every trial and trouble ; and when 
carry all our cares to his feet, and leave 
m at his throne. By silent submission 
ler bereavements, by calm resignation in 
la, by the daily ofienng up of the heart as a 
rifice, by tender concern for his honor, by 
idy attachment to his cause, by fraternal 
ction to his people, by preferring his will to 
own, we glorify him. Let us make this 
one business of our lives. Let us charge 
selves every morning, sa\nng, ** My soul, see 
t that thou glorify G(5 to-day." An«*l let us ex- 
ne ourselves every evening, whether the Lord's 
ry has been kept in view through the day. 

lie, who offers grateful praises, 

Best exnlts Jehovah's name : 
H^ whose mind his law embraces, 

Will arjg-ht his conduct {rame« 



lOG APRIL n. 

/ teill not beatquiredqf by yo». — Ecdi. S 
Thete pewons were living in Kin under a 
feanon or retigiun. Sucli clinraetcn are 
culiorly loathsome in the Ei<;ht of God. 
will not allow them to buve any fellowship 
biutelf. " If I re^aril iniquity b my h 
the Lord will not hear my prayer." " lie 
turoeth away his ear from lieu-ing the law, 
his praver shall be abomination." Are 
hearta Vincere 7 Are our lives consistent 7 

excuses for sin, God will hold no commu 
with us. He says, " Wash you, make you cle 
Sin is the poDution of the soul. Hobne 
cleanliness of soul. Sinners are filthy. 1 
are offenaiTE to Goil. But none are so ol 
ive, as they, who while profvesing to be 1 
live in sin. Sin spoils our services. One 
fostered and encouraged, will cause our sen 
to be rejected, our prayers to be refused, 
our persons to be loathful by a holy and a ri 
eons God. Christ will nut be the miniate 
■in, 01' allow his work to be used as an exctu 
cloak for tn?q agression. If we are justifie 
grace, we are sinetificd by the truth. If 
accepts our prsvers, our hearts Bie set agi 
■in. Beloved, if tempted to indulge in siu 
member Gadmy&,"IviiUnotbe enqmrtdqfby j 
Lord, wash my sou] from Gin, 



APRIL 12. 107 

e will of the Lord be done. — ^AcU zxi. 14. 

r God is love. If his promines are true. If he 
aithful to his word. If his will is influenced 
justice and mercy, holiness and love. If he 
f wills wliat is for our good and for hiis own 
y, ought we not daily to use this langua<;[e 7 
•uld not wishing give way to acquiescence 7 
wisdom is infinite, and he wills wisely. Ilia 
rt is set upon our welfare, and he works with 
object in view. Still we want our own way. 
fancy that soiaething else would be better 
1 that which is. We cast dishonour upon 
skill, the kindness, and the truth of our 
I. Wh^t folly is this ! But it arises in part 
1 want of reflection; more from want of 
1 ; and most of all from the sinful selfish- 
I of our natures. Most of our anguish 
Qgs from our wilfulness. Our distresses are 
srated by our opposition to God. We daily 
% " Thy will be done," We often talk of 
esLcellency and perfection of the will of God, 
^et if our wills are crossed, if our fortitude 
led, if our professions are put to the test, 
sither fret and complain, or sink in fears and 
m. Believer, God wills thy holiness — thy 
happiness — thy everlasting welfare. Give 
hen at once, and strive to say at all season^ 
te will of the I^rd be done. 

Thy favour all my journey through, 

Thou art rup;aged to grant ; 
What else I want, or think I do, 

'Tis better stiJl to want. 



108 APRIL 13. 

Your names are written in heaven, — ^Lu. : 

What an unspeakable blessing is this, 
registered among the family of Grod. Tc 
a name in the Lamb*s book of life. To b< 
ten among the living in Jerusalem. Eled 
the earliest effect of grace. We were c 
in Christ. Chosen to holiness. Chos 
eternal life. Our persons were given to « 
Our salvation was entrusted to his hands, 
interests were made his care. Our names 
recorded in the register of his members, ai 
are called upon by him to rejoice in the 
God has thought of us. He has thought 
in love. He has ordained us to sterna 
He has made a full provision for all our 
in the covenant. He has given us exce 

freat and precious promises. He has p 
is exceeding kindness toward us in a thoi 
ways. Let us daily write his name upoi 
memories. Let us so record his mercies as 
shall never be forgotten. Let us make ho 
the business of our life. For no one can '. 
his election but by its results, of which ho 
is the principal. If we are not holy, we 
no proof whatever that our names are ii 
book of life. If our hearts, our hopes, an 
desires are not iu heaven, it is a great qw 
if our names are written there. 

Thus did eternal love begin 
To raise us up from death and sin ; 
Our characters were then decreed, 
^AineJess in love, a Vio\^ seedv 



APRIL 14. 109 

Thai yebenoi tlot/tful—Heh. ri. 12. 
That were to Mrvert truth, abiue mern', di*- 
onour God, and gratify the prince of darkueai. 
lothMneu U a diigrace, both in Teference to 
nnporaU and ipiritiudi. Not ilothiiil in biu< 
lew ; but artive. diligent, induitrioui. Carry- 
iK on biuineu from a pure motive, in a pn>|)er 
Dinti with becoming zeal. So ihould every 
hrittian do. But in reference to apiritual thing* 
be Apottle s^eakt. That ye be not stotliful in 
eeldng bleinngs, in employing your talents, in 
MKMiog your graces, in copying your eiam- 
lei ; even them nho thronj;h faith and patience 
owinheritthe promiiei. Let hope inipire you. 
let the conduct of the ancient larnu •timulate 
on. Let the love of Christ constrain you. 
ct the holy precepts of the gospel direct you. 
•et the glorious promises of ^^^ce animate and 
trengthen you. Be not sloth&l, for all around 
on are active. The world is actise to ensnare 
(m. Satan is active to deceive you. Angel* 
re active in adminiitering to you. Jesus is 
rtive in carrying on your cause before the throne. 
jme (vriftly flies. Eternity is fast approaching, 
be day of account is at hand. The laat oppor- 
inity will toon present itself. 

Happy ve live, vhrn God doth fill 

Out hmnds with work, our hoarti with tat. 

For every toil, if he enjoin, 

Becomes ■ surlfice diiinr, 

And like the ho\y onB« above. 

The laon we serve, ihe more *« \(««. 




110 APRIL 15, 

He humbled himself.— Phil. ii. 8. 
Who dill? He who viia the brightneis of 
glory, the eiqiresi image of the Fatbei''9 person. 
He who was with Cod, and was God. He who 
was the might; God, the everlmtiDg Father, 
End tlie Prince of peace. How did he humble 
himself? By taking our nature. By beeomiDg 
a servant. By utooping to obey, even unto 
deatb. Look at tbe manger. Look atthe car- 
penter's shop. Look nt the cottage uf Naiareth. 
Look at the Jordan. Look at the homelels 
wanderer. Look at Getbsemane. Look at 
Goleotha. Look at Joseph's tomb. Now you 
Deed not ask, " How did he humble himself.'* 
The scene is before you. But why did he 
humble himself? Because be loved us. It *ta 
the stoop of msjesty tinder the inllnenee of in- 
finite love. He humbled himself thnt he might 
■mingle with mankind — enter es[ieri mentally in- 
to our intirmitiea and wants— know iiitr feelings 
— die in our Htead — ami huvini; siiU'ered being 
templed, know bow to siicconr tbuse tliat are 
tempted. He bumbied himself (n exalt ns. 
He stooped low, to raise ns high. He sighed, 
that we may sing. SuOTereil, tbiit we may re- 
joiee. Died, that we may live. Was set at 
nouglit, that we might be raised to the throne of 
glory. Amazing humiliation ! Wondrous lore ! I 
Did pity BYer stoop so low, 
Dre^M in divinity and blood! 
^ Waa ever rebel eouited so, 
Bt la froani of an expicing Qi>&^ 



APRIL 16. Ill 

r know thai my Redeemer liveth, — Job xix. 25. 

We live in a dying world. Friends and rela- 
ives are constantly being removed by deatb. 
But one relative ever lives. Jesus is our Kins- 
nan. To him the right of redemption belongs. 
9e has paid the ransom demanded, and he lives 
kO eflfect our complete deliverance. lie lives in 
our nature at the right hand of God. He lives 
for us in the holiest of all. His existence is 
eternal. His office is untransfcrrable. He will 
plead our cause. He will conquer our foes. He 
Ririll perfect our graces. He vnll redeem us from 
Jeath. He will be glorified in us, when he 
2ome8 again the second time without sin unto 
Nilvation. I know him from the revelation of 
bis word, and by the teaching of his Holy Spirit. 
[ know him as the object of my trust, confidence, 
ind desire. I know him as my Redeemer. He 
bas already rescued me from satan, old habits, 
ind this present evil world. Into his hands I 
liave committed my spirit, and I know that as 
he liveth in the character of my Kinsman Re- 
deemer, I shall live also. Dear friends, it is 
sweet, peculiarly sweet, to have one ever-living, 
ever-loving friend. One to whom our intcrebts 
ire dear, and in whose liands our interests are 
nfe. O Jesus, may I know and love thee more ! 

I know that my Redeemer lives, 

And ever pleads for me ; 
Salvation to my soul he givca^ 

And life and iibei (y. 




112 APRIL 17. 

The iovt of Chritt tuMitraineth m. — 2 Cor. t. 
Lore is Bcrording to the nature and charat 
of tbe lover. Jesus pos»es«ea a perfect ch 
Kcter, and unites in himielf tbe mott excell 
natures. Hii love therefore ii peculiar, pe 
liarly glorious. It includes pi^ for Biim< 
sjm)aUiy for, and delisbt in, hii tainta. 
loves us Aa the FatheTluveshim: eacepttht 
fore we could tell the strength of bis Fath' 
love to him, we cannot tell the sU-enstb of 
love us, John xv. 9. Love dwells inois he 
looks througb bis eye, works with bis ba 
speaki nitb hit tongue, and procures for lU 
his influence. He considered no condition 
low to stoop to, no Eu^ion too mean to per&y. 
no failing too foul to pass by, no gift too gi 
to bestow, no sufferings too painful to endi 
nothing too mean in bis people to prize, no i 
tance too far to travel to do them good. 1 
love of Christ is above expression, or cone 
^n. It was this which influencedtheApos 
to labour, to suffer, s:nd to die. AimI if we 
lieve the love of Christ to us, it will conati 
us to surrender ourselvs to him ; to )>art * 
all for him ; to do to mffer, or lo gice any tb 
in his cause, to proclaim his excellencies, 
pubhsh his fame. Does the love of Christ c 
strain you to be active? sealousT bb«i 
Tbe love o/ Christ conalram. to what! 
With all oui siDS lo part, 
^^ Tovitld hiio ih»t hii Hood halh bough 
^^^ Our dearly- purchas«>lViGai>.- 



AFRIL 18. 113 

Where is mine honour F — Mai. i. 6. 

The Lord ezpectB to be honoured by his peo- 
ple ; but how often do we lose sight of this 
important duty. We sliould honour him by 
prompt obedience, as Matthew did — by active 
iaith, as Abraham did — by patient suffering, as 
Job did — ^by aa honest testimony, as Peter did — 
by glowing love, as John did — by fervent zeal, 
as Paul and the holy Martyrs did. Beloved, 
would you honour God ? Then trust his provi- 
dence. Alwa}t act as under his eye. Prefer 
his children to all others. Assist to promote the 
extension of his cieiuse. Dih^ntly attend to 
lus ordinances. Seek above all things to ad- 
vance his declarative glory. If you do not, he 
may well ask, ** where is mine honour f" But 
if you would honour God as he requires, you 
must know his character. You must be re- 
conciled lo him through Jesus. You must daily 
realize his presence. You must acknowledge 
his authority. You must believe his love to 
you. You must consult his revealed will. You 
must make it your aim and study to please him. 
If you honour him, he will honour you by giving 
you sohd peace — suitable and certain supplies — 
good success in his cause — help in every time of 
trouble — the frequent visits of his love — ^and 
final victory over every foe. 

Is God my Father ? will he claim 

So mean a sinner for his Sou ? 
Then let bis honour be ray aim, 

In me, by me, his will be done. 




AFBIL \9. 

Lord help me.— yintt. xf. 25. 
Tbi« praver came front the heart of a pottf 
woman and it nent to the heart of Jeani. It 
ii brief, but eomprehensive. It is alwaji luit- 
able, but at times especially so. It ii a mercy 
to know and feel our weaknen, tar it is only 
tlientbst we heartily cry to the Lord for atrengtb. 
In every duty we have to perform, in every trial 
we have to meet, in erery trouble through nbich 
wepasg, nnder rfl the pams and sorrows we have 
to endure, we may cojiwEitently cry, " Lord, help 
me." We need tbe help of &>d. be hu freelj 

CDuiiged it, let us therefore arekand receive tt> 
!t this be our daily prayer, help me to dean 
to Jesus with full purpose of heurt; b^lp me M 
do thy will, cheerfully and cocstantly ; help dm 
to persevere through all diffli ultias, BDii preM to- 
ward the mark for the prise ot my nigh calling 
lielp me ^tefully to Hcknbwien|re thy bin 
in pmsperity. and meekly to submit to thy «j 
in adversity ; help roe to conquer my Am 
master the i-orruptiona of my own heart, m 
resist nit the tranptations presented tome; bi 
me quietly to wait nil the days of my appcrin: 
timenntilmy change cnme. If such petili 
are presented in f»ith, if they are the lan|i;v 
wf toe soul, we may Jaily say, " The Lord u 
helper, I will not fear what man can do UDto i 
Lord, nsiist ine with thy gnce, 

He[p)egi at thy feet to lie. 

Well to close m; txrioua r>». 

Well to auflei, and to dn> 



'I%eLordtearelutkallheerts.--l Chrou.^xv'm.9. 
6olemii tliDUKlit ! Does he senrcb mv lieaii 7 
What does he lind there? Evil thousbta, foul 
ramiptions, fearful depravity. But is this nil 7 
I tnut not. There is Bome good tiling towardE 
the Lord Ood of lu-ael. All my ttiou^hta are 
not eril, and thoae vihich are 1 bate. It ia not 
•U corruption, tbere is a little correcting truth. 
It ii not all depravity, for there are good Aeniet, 
hapet, fean, and a little faith. But if Ood 
search m^ heart, hotr necesaary it is that I do 
BO myaelf. Especially vcben the Lord aayt, 
"Take heed to yourwlves, that your heart he 
not deceived." Satan will deceive ue if he on. 
He will try to conceal our defects, that he may 
lead us to preiumptiou; and be will obscure 
onr erideucea, that he may drive ua to despair. 
If the Lord searches all hearts, hypocrisy must 
be the height of folly. It ia impoisible to de- 
ceive him. We may provoke his wrath, but we 
cannot impose upon bis mercy. Let us then 
lay open oar bearta before God. Let ua daily 
seek the renewii^ of the Holy Spirit. Let us 
6y to the open fountain of a Saviour's blood, 
and daily wash in the laver of Gorl'i holy word. 
Often 1^ us cry with the Psalmiat, " Examine 
me, O Lord." And let us he sincere in all we 
profess, in all we say, and in all we do. 
Id all my vsit concerns with Ihce, 

In vain my «oul would try 
To shun thy pretence, Lsrd, or flee 
The notice of thine eve. 




lie APRIL 21. 

That he mighl bring as to God. — I Pet. iii. 18. 

Such was the desi^ of ivs\u> in all hii en- 
eagements, labours, and aufferiu^ for oiusakea. 
By nature we are afar from God, opposed to 
God, airaid of God; conacquentlyfarfrom hip- 
pineas and peare. Jeaus ktiew tbe bleasednew 
of beinKwith God, and being like Ood. Hii 
love to uis people led him to desire for them 
the same bleasednesa. Hia desire woa so strong,, 
that he waa willing to di) or to auffer anything, 
in order to put them in possession of it. He 
therefore voluntarily sufFerod for our sins, and pat 
them away by the aaciifice of himself. Ilis aim 
was to brinft us to God bonoiirably, and to ke^ 
us trith God eterually. He brings us to Godoo 
the throne of grace. Here we receive pardon, 
obtain peace, and enjoy paternal love. At tliii 
throne we obtain a supply of all out wants, the 
fulfilment of great and precious promise, and 
eweet manifestations of acceptance aod favour. 
Ue will brinit us to Ood on the throne of gloty. 
Then we shall be perfectly holy, and eternallv 
happy. Then he will be satisfled, and vie ahall 
be satisfied too. What satisfies him, will sati^ 
us ; and in our satisfaction ami happiness, he will 
leioice. Our coming to God now, is the effect 
of his death ; our beinj; with (ioAfor ewr, will 
be the reward of his puns. 

Yes. Jesus left the realms of day, 

buffered and shed hia blood : 

The awful raiisom prioe tu pay, 

And bring our souls to God \ 



APRUi 22. 117 

What shall I render unto the Lordl-^r cxtI. 12. 

A yery suitable enquiry after a day's mercies. 
Bat though we attempt to render praise to-night, 
we ought not to connne our views to the day. 
Rather let us ask. What has the Lord conferred 
upon us? Benefits. Blessings without 
which we could neither be happy, useful, or holy. 
He has given grace, scattered &ars, wrought de- 
liverances, sent supplies, confirmed our faith, 
and promised glory." Everything we receive is 
a benefit. It springs from free grace, flows to 
the undeserving, suits our case, and lays us un- 
der deep obligations. The Father has given us 
his Son. The Son has given us his perfect work. 
The Holy Spirit has given us life and taken up 
his residence in our hearts. Then what shsfi 
we render 7 What can we 7 What are we 
wUUng to render ? Have we gifts ? Let us de- 
vote them to his service. Have we time? Let 
us employ it to his praise. Let us work in his 
vineyard, war against his foes, sufler in his cause, 
and give of our substance to his poor. What 
will be acceptable to God? That you walk 
closely with him. Spread his gospel. Visit his 
sick ones. ReUeve his poor people. Shew your 
gratitude to him as opportunity ofiers. In a 
word, live the life of a consecrated disciple. 

What shall I render ? Render praise, 

Walk close with God in love ; 
Observe his precepts, keep his wayt^ 

And all his will appiONe, 



118 APRIL 23. 

Let us draw near tcith a true heart, — Heb. x. 22* 

Distfincc; from God is the effect of unbelief* 
It is the cause of coldness, and discomfort. God 
is in the holiest. He is enthroned on the mer^- 
seat. He has accepted the atoning sacrifice. 
•Sin is for ever put away. Jesus has rent the 
veil. The way is open and free. Our higli 
priest is there with the blood, and the incense 
IS burning in the golden censer. The heart of 
God towards us is true, it was no make-believe 
love that gave his heloved Son. Jesus ako is 
true hearted towards us, or he had never died 
for our sins, or entered heaven to plead on our 
behalf. Let us therefore be true bearted toward 
God, and with deep sincerity and childlike sim- 
plicity draw near to God. We have liberty to 
tell out all our minds. We should not stand 
silent ill the distance as awe-stricken servants, 
but we should draw near as the child which mos 
into its Father's arms, and lays its head on its 
Father's bosom. Let us not then, stand at a 
distance, trembling as before an angry God; 
but let us draw near, exercising unhesitatiiig> 
unwavering trust in God. He is not elorified 
by the fear of slaves, but by the peacenil eon- 
fidenee of children. 

Trusting in our Redeemer's blood. 
Now let our souls draw near to God, 

Upon the mercy seat ; 
Boldly into the holiest come, 
And feel ourselves with God at home, 

Where truth andmeic^f mt?a. 



k 



APRa 24. 119 

A OodtU k<md.—Jet. xxiii. 23. 
The cbiiitiaD hu never far to run for a friend. 
The Lord is alvrayi near unto him. He !■ a 
Qod at band. Freunt to observe. Ready to 
hdp. Tliii fact we should eudeavoiir to real- 
ize. It would cheer lu in (;loom. Piewrve U( 
in temptation. Support us in trouble. Raise 
ua above our fean. Keep ua back from (in. 
Encourage us in duty. Prove a stimulusto ex- 
ertion when reatijr to decline. Friends may be 
removed to a distance, so may my nearest rela- 
Eiret, but my God is at hand. He is present 
■rith faeaven and earth at command. He is pre- 
leot to pity, to reprove, to counsel, and to sua- 
»in. But while he is near us, be is equally in 
!veiy place; he ia nith our &ieuds in distant 
daces, and he is with our enemies in their most 
lecret hiding places, therefore be will frustrate 
rheir desigui and overrule their opposition for 
lur good. Let us retire to-niglit impressed 
vith the thought, " God is at hand ;" he will 
vatch ovei' me while I sleep ; be will guard me i 
lothing can happen but what he permits; he 



□ake all things work together for my good. 
dy soul, I charge thee never to for|!;ct tbU thy 
iod i« nigh st band '. 

Thy perfect m.jeity and grace. 
And let my heart thine influence fral, 
Unworthy ta bthold thj (ae«. 




120 APRIL 36. 

Looihig for that blessed *qjj«.— "ntia iL 13. 
The poBturc of the christiiai ihonld be th«t 
of expection. His best thin^ are befbre bim. 
Tbe promises refer to the gloiy which ii to be 
rerealed. TbeoldtGatatneDt saints Uved expect- 
ing Jesus to come, he came— he wrought — he 
■uffered — he made the atonement — he prepared 
to depart — he promised to come agaio in kIoiT 
— he went into the holiest — he is now m^cing 
intercession — he will aoon eonie out to imput 
the blessing. Then, thedeadin Christ will rise, 
the bring saints nil] be changed, tbe adoptioii 
wilt be obtained, we shall he caught up to meet 
the Liird in the air, and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. This is the object of our hope. In 
eipectBtion of Ibis glory we should live. Look- 
ing for this blessed hope we should labour. 
Denth is nowhere represented as the object of 
our hope, we are not to Lve looking for death, 
but for the coming of Jesus. Thus Enoch lived, 
walked with God, and so pleased hini that he 
was translated. Thus the Apostles aad primi- 
tive chrisfinns Uved, and therefore tbejrwete not 
so much affected as we are withpreieii* Ihmgt. 

Fill'd with the blessedness of bope. 
And love which cast* out fear, 

Divinely taught my seal Itiok up. 
To see my Lord appear ; 

Jesus, the oae ^rest Gad aupreme, 
My Ssvioar shall come down. 

And find me gaiing after bim, 
- And iri'th his glory ciovo. 



APRIL 86. 131 

His heart wom lifted up, — 2 Chron. xzzii. 25. 

It swelled with pride, and was lifted up with 
vanity. Yet he was a good man, and had just 
received a remarkable proof of Gbd's distin- 
g;nishing love. We are by nature so proud, 
that we are always in danger of being unduly 
elevated if God nivours us ; or, of taking offence 
at God's dealings if he please to try us. The 
strongest temptations, often succeed the sweet- 
est manifestations : therefore we ought to be on 
oar guard. There is nothing that God hatea 
more than pride, he cannot tolerate it ; and yet 
it is the very thing to which we are most prone. 
A proud heart is sure to be unfruitful, only the 
humble bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 
Pride generates firetfulness, discontent, envy, 
illwill^ hardness of heart, and a thousand other 
evils ; let us therefore beware lest our hearts be 
lifted up) for if they are, God wiU be sure to 
pull them down, and the means, as in Hezekiah's 
mstancema^ be very severe. Ifsatancanmakeus 
proud, he will soon make us prayerless ; if we be- 
come prayerless, we shall soon l>e careless ; and if 
careless, we put ouraelyes into satan's power. 
Let us therefore consider what we VFcre berore we 
received grace, what we might have been but for 
l^race, and what we certaimy should be for ever, 
if God did not save us by grace, and so be humble. 

Jesus, to us the grace impart, 
Which shone so bright in Uiee; 

The humble, meek, and lowly hearty 
From pride and envy firee. 



123 APRIL 27. 

AectpUd m ika Belooerf.— Ephea. i. fi. 
Jesus is the Bblotkd Omb. Hi* Path 
loves him ioliiiitely aod etenimlly. All fa 
people who know him, love him. All that 
lovesble is founil in bim, and " he is tiltc^;etlii 
lovely." His ptrsoo, his character, and h 
conduct, are most lovelj. All his people a) 
proHch God through bim, placing their entji 
depcnilence upon bim. They sre united to b 
person, nnd are viewed as one with him.- 
Viewei) in him they are pleasant, acceptabh 
and lovely in the sight of God. He calls tbci 
"all fair," and jironounces them to be witbm 
"spot." My deal' friends, io ourselves we ai 
deformed, loathsome, and most offenaive to it 
floite purity ; but in Jesus we are clean, right) 
ous, and comely. As clothed with his lighti 
ousuesg, God pronounces us just ; as filled wit 
his Spirit, God calls us lovely. Never let ■» 
expect acceptance with God, but through JeMi 
nor let us doubt our acceptance if we come m 
to God by bim ; for Jehovah glorifies and eon 
mends his grace to universal admiration, b 
accepting us in "The Beloved," AsBelievoi 
we are note accepted, nor shall we ever be mof 
accepted ; we may perceive our acccptanc 
more clearly, Fmil enjoy it more sweetly, bu 
we sbsll never be more accepted than vre uc 
Accepted in Jesus, and prriWctl; to, 
I Dun would in all things toy gratitude abov ; 
TA live to his honor, and walk in his light, 
TSl perfcctiy holj 1 alani "to^» »«|fcA. 



Kept bf tie power of God.— I P«ter, i. 5. 
All the Lonl'i people fetl that thn ni-til 
keepiiij;, md tberefore thej pray to be kejit. — 
But ii is not enougih that we pray for keeping. 
we mnrt believe the jiromiwi. expect (heir fiil- 
filmeDt, and seek for divine kecpinj; in faith. 
The power of God i« exerted on oiir behalf 
dirou^h feith. Believiiij^ ne f:ratp the prnniiKe, 
keep near the throne, wai.k with (iod, anil an; 
kq)t in dan^ra anil death. Uniielief depart! 
Irain God, quetElona the pTotuise, trnndcra t'lom 
the throae, and we fall into folly and ain. — 
"Take heed, therefore, lest there be in aiw of 
JIM an evil heart of unbelief, in depurtinf; Rom 
the living God. Itut exiiorr one another daily, 
while it ia called Tu-cav ; I tt any of vou bo 
hardened through the dereitl'iilueas of un." 
God will not keep you as brutes, but aa rational 
beingai he will not hold you in with bit and 
bridle, aa the driver does the horse or mule, hot 
he will lead you aa beloved children, and keep 
jDu aa intelligent diiciples. Ilts )Kiner ii ne- 
ceaaarY. Hia power ia pledged to you. But it 
b only pledged to believers. Ir is only pledged 
to believera aa exercising faith, hope, and 
pnyer. 

See the power of Ood to aave I 

Jesu's gnee in me admire. 
Kept, like Peter, on the wgvt. 

Kept like Shadrach, in the fire : 
Beacued from the Ltan'a teeth, 
HiU wilMn theJswEof death'. 



124 APRIL 29. 

Thou say est, I am rich. — Rev. iii. 17* 

It is one thing, for the Lord to assure his 
pjople that they are rich, on account oi 
provision he has made for them ; and ano 
for the conceited lukewarm professor to 
** J am rich,** Spiritual persons are al 
sensible of their poverty, and they are ta 
to live out of self upon the fulness of G 
for all they need. It is always a bad sign i 
we begin to admire our gifts, graces, actioi 
usefulness ; for it is evident that we have t 
our eye off the Lord Jesus Christ, and t 
will soon gain advantage over us. We 
never so safe, or so happy, as when we lie a 
Saviour's feet sensible of our poverty; and 
from his fulness grace to perform every ac 
and to enjoy every privilege. Those who i 
that they are rich, are declared by the Sav 
to be poor, wretched, miserable, blind, 
naked: but he counsels them to buy of 
gold tried in the fire, white raiment, and eye 
that they may see. Let us then bewai 
boasting of any attainments we fancy we 
made. "Blessed are yepoor, for your's ii 
kingdom of heaven. Woe unto you tha^ 
rich, for ye have received your consolation. 

Saviour I my misery I confess, 
I deeply feel my want of grace, 

A needy sinner I ! 
Wretched, and blind, and stript of all, 
O save me, at thy feet I call. 

Or else I pine and die. 




Blaied ore t^e mtek.—'UlUt. v. 5. 
Ueekneaa ii very diSeteDt to we&knrsa, and 
vet tbe one 'a Bometimea miBtaken for the othiT. 
^e Btrongeat miud« ere lometimes ailomeil 
with the grace of lUeekDeBs. The meek quietly 
nibmit to the will of God, they reveretice hii 
word, end tremble at bis rod. Instead uf the 
apirit riling agtunit God, and niurniaring at bia 
dispeniHtions, it bows like the yielding riant 
to the breeze, and says, "The will of thu Liird 
be done." Tbe meek silently receive Gud'a 
commands, patiently copy the Saviour's exam- 
ple, and nitely chetiBh tbe iufluences of the 
Holy Spirit, they walk softly with God, and 
prudently with men; not seeking their own 
glory, but the honour of their God and Saviour. 
Th^ are quiet lambs, nut ruaring lions ; gentle 
dovea, not destroying Tultures. They beueHt 
all around them as the aheep, not bite and 
devour ai the wolf. Such are lilie Chriat, and 
they are bleased mth Christ. Thev can claim 
but bttle now, but they shall inherit the earth 
by and by. Their very state ot mind is a 
bleMing; they live above the stormi that agi. 
tate otters, or bow while other* break. They 
are cool, whUe others ate hot ; rerigned, while 
others resist; at rest, while others are anxious; 
and are a blessing, where othen are a curse- 
Jesus, to my poor sinful heart 
Thii grace of meeknesn now impail '. 
Fain would I, Lord, thougb poor and weat, 
Be like IhyBClf, iu all things meek. , 




126 lUT 1. 

Ye otight to pUatt God.—\ Then. iv. 1. 
Nnthio); chd be more Teasonahle. Notliing 
run be more profitable. He is oui' Father. He 
i»atiiiualty consults our welfnre. lie lias made 
jirovision for all onr waata. lie seeks to profit 
us. nnil we uiiglit to Keek to please Ijim. Uj 
frieiiii, do you re aliie the importance of pleaaing 
God ? Do yiiu de^re to please him, to pleaM 
hiin well in all things. Then reat alone for ap- 
cejitance on the finisheil work of Christ. — 
Believe the Ioyg that he hath tu you. Receife 
liis promises as worthy of your strongest ronfi- 
ilence. Approach bis throne often, but alwan 
expectioR to be heard and answered for the 
sake of Jesus. Consult bis word to ascertain 
his wiU, and whenever you discover any thing 
to be ihe. will of God, do it; do it promptly; 
do it cheerfully ; do it just because he renuiict 
it; do it without asking why it ii required; do 
it with a view to plense him. Bon with lub- 
missioii to all the ilisiieoaations of hii pn>n- 
dence, and endeavour to centre all your denrcii 
plans, and aims in this one object, to g^oriff 
him. This wiU please him. This muif pleaM 
him. This always kaa pleased him. Ton ougll 
tu please him, you ovie him so much, jm 
ea^ct so much from bim, and you haw 
pTiifessed so much. 

Illy Boul, THIS paint pursue, 
Make this thy business here. 

Thy God to nleate, hi* wilt to do, 
in faith, with \oie vcA f';u. 



Ukt S. • 1:17 

Ye art no mare strangers. — Ephes. ii. 1 9. 

Grace has wrought a wonderful change in us, 
«s well as wrought a wonderful work for us. 
We were once strangers to God, far off from 
peace, and unacquainted with the privileges of 
true religion. We were made nigh by the blood 
of Christ. Reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son. Led unto the knowledge of his will 
by the Holy Spirit. Created anew in Christ 
Jesus unto good works. Once everything in 
rcHal religion was strange to us, and we were 
strangers to it. We did not understand its doc- 
trines, we knew nothing of its experience, and 
we thoroughly disliked its practices. But now 
we know Goa. We are one with Jesus. We 
enjoy the communion of the Holy Spirit. We 
are united to the saints. We are become citizens 
of Zion. We feel at-home in its ordinances. We 
"enjoy its privileges. We are become familiar 
with the word of God, the throne of grace, the 
open fountain, the way of peace, the we<l(Hng 
garment, and the peculiar conflict of the sons 
of God. We are a part of God's sanctified 
family. Of the Saviour's folded flock. Divine 
things are become natural to us, and we love 
them, live upon them, and enjoy them. Breth- 
ren, ye were once darkness, but are now light 
in the Lord ; walk as children of the light. 

No more a stranger to the Lord, 

His family or throne; 
I trust his grace, belieTe his word» 

And li^e to him alone. 



128 MAY 3. 

The sm which doth so eatihf hetH m. 
Heb. xii. 1. 

Eveiy cbristian hath his easily besetting ai 
Often do those prove so, to which he has bi 
the slave in his unconverted state. But th 
is one sin to which we are all peculiarly lial 
it is called, *' The sin which doth so easily be 
us." This is distrust of God. The ^N»t b 
drance in our heavenly race. The weight t! 
obstructs our progress. The disease wh 
weakens our powers. The cloud which fills 
with eloom. God has revealed his character^ 
has pledged that character; he has raised uf 
great cloud of witnesses, all of whom attest 
ndthfulness; he has made promise upon promi 
and all to encourage our confidence. Still 
doubt him. Continually do we distrust hi 
Yet nothing injures us more> nothing dishonor 
him more; therefore the Apostles exhorts 
" to lay aside the sin which doth so easiljr be 
us." Leave off distrusting God. Exercise i 
hesitating confidence in God's word and faithf 
ness. In this imitate Abraham among I 
patriarchs; Moses under the law; and Jesus i 
great example of faith under the gospel. 1 
never m\\ he strong, or patient, or vigoroui 
the Lord's ways, except you leave off distrust; 
God. 

O Lord, with sorrow I confess, 

I have distrusted thee ; 
Yit, now bestow the needful grace. 

Tiiat I may faithful be. 




May 4. 129 

A t^ery present help in trouble, — Pi. xItI. 1 . 

ReligioD is nerer so valuable as in seasons of 
tronbld, sicknets, or death. Then we want 
aDmething which nature cannot supply; and 
this something true rehgion presents. Our God 
in our help in trouble. He helps us to bear it. 
He helps us to improve it. He helps us through 
it. His choicest communications and sweetest 
manifestations, are afforded in times of trial and 
distress. Believer, thy God is thy refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. He 
is never nearer, than when you fancy that he 
stands afar off; he is never kinder, than when 
^ou think he hath shut up his loving-kindness 
In displeasure. Do not doubt his love. Do 
not mistake his dealings. Do not listen to his 
foe. Do not forget his word. But rememberi 
if trouble comes, grace comes with it ; and your 
God is present to help you to rise above it» 
and to derive solid advantage from it. Believe, 
when you cannot see. Trust, when you do not 
feel. Wait, when you do not receive a message 
from God. Your good is consulted in ever^' 
trouble, and your God will be glorified by every 
trial. The Lord of hosts is with you, the God 
>f Jacob is your refuge: — therefore fear noty 
leither be dismayed. 

Jehovah, thy reiuge and rock, 
In trouble, his help shrll supply { 

Thongh earth be remoT'd With a shockf 
fitifl God, thy tledsem«ifi is nigh. 



130 MAY 6. 

Reconciled to God by the death of his Sam^ 
Rom. V. 10. 

By nature our hearts were enmity against 
God, and in our lives we were enemies to him 
by wicked works. Whatever he req|aired, we 
avoided doinp^ ; and whatever he prohibited, we 
practised. Nothing could be more opposite to 
God, then we were before called by nis grace. 
And yet, while we were altogether sinners, - 
Christ died for us. In dying tor us, or in our 
stead, he did all that was' requisite to reconcile 
us tu God ; so that when we see our state, feel 
our condition, and desire to be at peace with 
God, we have only to beUeve in him, plead bis 
death with the Father, and we are honourably 
reconciled. All our sins are forgiven us for his 
sake. We are accepted of God, solely on the 
ground of what he did and suffered. We are 
treated as if we had done what he did, because 
he did it for us, and it is imputed to us as soon 
as ever we build upon it, place confidence in it, 
and plead it before God for our acceptance. 
We are reconciled to God. We are his mends, 
lie is our loving Father. He has accepted what 
Jesus did for us. He dehghts in us. He rejoices 
over us. He is preparing us to dwell with Wm. 

The glorious work is done, 

Tiie firm foundation laid ; 
Our God hath sent his Son, 

The Son his life hath paid ; 
Jiisticp and mercy fram'd the plan 
Th.1t reconcilcth sinful man. 
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7%e God of aU comfort.^2. Cor. i. 3. 

We are poor comfortless creatures in ourselves. 
We often seek comfort in the tbin^ of time, 
and meet with painful disappaiutment. Sin has 
banished all true comfort and solid ha])piness 
from our world. While God is excluded, com- 
fort is excluded. Distance from Grod, is distance 
from comfort. Our God is the Happy One. 
Jle is also the happy-making One. His comforts 
are pure, spiritual and lasting. His comforts 
deUght the soul. One ray of light from his 
countenance, one word of peace from his lips, 
will give more solid comfort than all earthly 
things. We must learn to live out of self upon 
our God for comfort, or we shall never know 
permanent happiness. He is rilling to comfort 
us. He says of his Zion, " I will comfort all 
her waste plcLces*' He promises his disconsolate 
people, " as one whom his mother comforteth, 
so will I comfort you, and ye shall be comforted 
in Jerusalem." He commands his servants, 
"CJomfort ye, comfort ye my people. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem." He sent his beloved 
Son into our world, ''to comfort all that mourn;" 
and it is of his favour that we enjoy " the com- 
forts of the Holy Ghost." Let us ever bear in 
mind, that it is our God '' who comforteth those 
that are cast down," and that he will comfort us. 

My God to me the grace impart, 
Which all that mourn receive : 

The only Comforter thou art, 
Who only can'st forgive. 
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MAY 7. 



Beware lest thou furget the Lord, — ^Deat. vL 1^ 

We are prone to commit this sin, etpeciiny 
iu temporal prosperity. We forget our infinite 
obligation to him. Our absolute dependanoe 
upon him. Our accountableness to him. To 
make use of the knowiedg« we possess* We 
should daily remember to acknowledge him in 
all things. To apply to him for all we need* 
under all we suffer. To commit ourseWes and, 
our cause unto him. To endeavour in all thinp 
and by all means to please him. To expect hu 
promised interference in trials^ and supplies in 
need. Let us henceforth beware lest we forget 
the Lord; for it dishonours him. It deeply 
grieves him. It is injurious to us, for it gener* 
ates timidity or hardness; iusinceiity or worldU- 
ness; foreboding and prayerlessness ; ingratitude 
and self- righteousness. To prevent this crying 
sin. let us open each day with solemn prayer, 
and devout meditation on some portion of God's 
word ; let us cultivate the habit of ejacolatoiy 
prayer; let us always endeavour to have some 
suited subject readv at hand for meditation, 
some portion of scripture, or some attribute of 
God, or some ofiice of Christ, or some merciful 
providence, or some merciless foe, or some 
possible danger. "Beware lest thou for oet the 
Lord." 

Forget the Loid I and can it be 
That I should so ungrateful prove t 
Alas ! I have forgotten thee 
Too long, too oft, thon God of loveb 




MAT 8. 133 

Having food and raiment let us tkereufith 
be content, — I. Tim. vi. 8. 

We cannot really want more, and if God tee 
fit to withhold, we ought not even to wish for 
more. But our food may be coarse, and our 
raiment vei^ common. What then I If we have 
God's blessmg, if we enjoy his presence, we are 
better off than if we possessed a kingdom with-? 
out them. If God give us no more, we ought 
to believe that more would be injurious to us. 
God either loves us, or he does not. He caret 
for us. He provides for us, or he leaves thingt 
to chance, if we are behevers in Jesus, G^ 
certainly does love us, he does care for us, he 
does provide for us : if he has numbered the 
very hairs of our head, fixed the bounds of our 
habitation, promised to supply all our needs, he 
cannot have left any thing to chance. But such 
is the case. Let us then be content with sucl| 
things as we have. Let us learn in every state 
therewith to be content. Let us bear in mind 
that godhness with contentment is great gain, 
or a good fortime. Remember that it is written, 
that *'aU M»R^« that pertain toUfeand gOiUiness," 
are given to us through the knowleilge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. S) that knowing Jesut we 
may expect all that is necessary to "a godly 
life," and ought therewith to be content. 

Great things are not what I desire, 
Nor rich repast, nor gay attire ; 
Content with little would I be ; 
7'hat httle. Lord, must come {com l^b^ftA* 



134 MAY 9. 

God deals wiih you as with sons. — Heb. xii. 7, 

In what he bestows, and in what he withholds. 
In what you suffer, and in what you enjoy. 
Your God has made you his children by adopting 
you into his family, and new-creating you by his 
Holy Spirit. He ever looks upon you as children. 
Loves you as children. Treats you as child- 
dren. He will not trust you with what will 
harm you, or where you will be in danger. He 
corrects you as a child, not in wrath hut in 
mercy. He never trusts the rod out of his own 
hand. Whatever is the means, your Father is 
the Agent. He works all things aftei the coim- 
sel of his own will. You are at present under 
training, you are being educated for eternity. 
The lessons you have to learn now, are for your 
benefit and honour in fiiture. Every loss, every 
cross, every disa})pointment, every pain is ne- 
cessary. Do you believe this? Do you recognize 
the hand of God in w hat befalls you? Can yon 
aay with Job, "The Lord gave'' hedth, w^tii, 
children, friends, prospcrts, ; ''and the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord!" 
Or with Eli, *' It is the Lord, let him do what seem- 
eth him good." Your circumstances cannot be 
inore trying, but your privileges are much greater. 

Whoe'er their heavenly Father fear 
His loving chastisements sustain, 
Not one of all his children here 

Is privileged from grief and pain„ 
Not one but feels in deep distress 
b This token <rf patecuBLV %;t«A^. 



M*Y 10. 135 

Your mHTOK »hali be turned tnto joy. 
John xvi. 20. 
The sorrow of the disciples was occasioDeil by 
the anSetinga and death of their beloved Lord, 
and their soiron was turned into joy when he 
arose trom the dead, and manifested unto them 
his love. The sorrow of the christian must be 
traiuiEnt. It is like the passing cloud on the 
summer's day. Or the chill of winter which 
must ^TC place to the genial warmth of spring. 
Beloved, if you now have sorrow, your sorrow 
also shall soon be tm'ned into joy ; for Joy is sown 
for the righteous, and gladness for the upright 
in heart. Heaviness may endure for the night, 
but joy pometh io the' Qioming. Thy risen Sa- 
vkiiir will appear to thee, and pronounce the 
words of peace. Thy God who may now hide 
himself from thee, will appeur to thy joy, and 
thou shalt not be ashamed. The sin that causes 
thy sorrow shall be pardoned and subdued. The 
foca that disturb thy peaee, shall be convertetl 
or destroyed. The clouds that obscure thy sun, 
shall soon dissolve in showers of blessing on thy 
ravoored head. The distance I^tween thee and 
thy home, will soon be passed ; the days of thy 
monroiDg, will be ended; and thou who now 
goett forth weeping, bearing precious seed, shult 
toon return with songs of everlasting joy. 
On Jeau'i plighted 1ot«, 
In every state rely ; 



136 HAl n. 

Him tJuU hved u.— Rom. viii. 37. 
There is gomeChing peeuliatlf nreet mi 

Steasant in being the subject of another's kna. 
[d coDilitioD can possibly be more dreary, than 
to feel that no one loves or cares for us. Even 
the love of it child is sweet. Bat to be Lved 
b}> one nho ia wealthy, exalted in station, and 
honournble in character, mtist be peculiarly do- 
lightrul. How then should we rejoice, how 
happy should tet be, nbo are the loved ones of 
the JLord Jesust When we consider on the one 
hand how mean, how pou, how wortbleaa, and 
how onlovely we ere ; end on the other how 
glorious, how wealthy, bow worthy, how IdtcIj 
he is. To he loved at Jeaua, is to be prefened 
before the possession of a world. Think of the 
gloiy of his person, the vastness of his poasea- 
sions, the number of his attendants, the unlimr 
ited sovereignty which be esercisea, an<l the 
excellent character he bears. Bear in mind, 
that be knew what luving ua would cost him. 
How he would be treated by ui, and by othen 
lor our sakea. Yet he fixed his love upon u(. 
He loved us just because he would. There weic 
others more dignified in nature, more exalted in 
atatioD, but ke chose us. He did not, could not 
))eed us; for he was infimtely happy acd gloriam 
without us : yet he loved us. He still lovei ua. 
Easting on Christ, stcure we stand, 
His love shall order all thinRs well ; 
We loon sh^tl K^in Ihe promited land, 
^^^Trjumphiiit o'er tho powoii of hell. 



MAT IS. 137 

Fear not, little flock, — Luke zii. 32. 

rhe Saviour's flock is small. It is in the 
lert. Elnemies surround it. His lambs espe- 
lly are timid. But he says, ''Fear nor." 
•u are vour shepherd's care. You are his pro- 
rty. Yoii are his delight. He is always 
isent. He is onmipotent to defend you- 
eiy perfection of his nature is employed for 
0. He never lost one of his charge yet. He 
rer wiU. It was said of him by the Prophet, 
le shall feed bis flock like a shepherd ; be 
dl gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
(m in his bosom, and shall gently lead those 
it are with voung." He gathers his sheep to 

fold. He feeds them in a good pasture. He 
tores them when they wander. He makes 
im pass under the rod, and marks them as 

own. His care of them is incessant. His 
e to them passes knowledge. The provision 
baa made tor them is suitable and aoundant. 
loved, let us know our shepherd. Let us 
en to his voice. Let us keep close to his side. 
t ua feed and rest among his sheep. Let us 
reiae confidence in his kindness and car^ 
; us banish our fears, for why should we be 
rmed? Let us cast all our cares upon binu 

Fear not ; believe his word ; 

You are to Jesus given; 
Tis the good pleasure of the Lord 

To bring you safe to heaven. 
Then listen to your Shepherd's toioet 
And in bis constant care reioice^ 



138 MAY 13. 

Lone the brotherhood. — 1 Pet. ii. 17 
All cliristiRns nre brethren. If ve are 
of Ood, be is our Father, Jems ia our 
Brother, and nil believers are our bre 
They may iliffiT from lu in creei^ in on 
ceremonies, aixl in many other tbinga, bat i 
poueas the same nature, they ahould be o 
of our love. We cnnnot refuse to love 
to acknowlei]°;e them, to asaist them, w 
■in : for our Go>t saya, " Love them : love 
with abrotlier'a love." Let us then lool 
all christians as in Cbrist, as the beloved 
ren of God, as our brothers and aiatelt 
let u9 endeavour to feel for them, and ta 
townrd them a brotber'a love. Such I 
natural — strongs tender — conataat — cc 
cent. Let us love them bo aa to pi^ d 
distress, relieve them if in want, help th 
difficulties, and prefer them to camsJ pi 
howeverexcellentsuohmay inmanj rente 
Let na lave tbem for the sake of their eldi 
ther, for their Father's sake, and becBU* 
are so uearly related to us. Remember, 
christian is a brother. Godloveseveiyone< 
brothers as he loves Jeaua. Jesus comman 
to love every ehristian, aa he has loved po 
Mvself begotUn from above, 
I muBt lay Father's children love i 
Born of the Spirit and the irord, 
Are »e not brethren in the Lord, 
Fleih of his- flesh, bone of his bone, 
^L Hit body ioyilica\, an& onel 



MAT 14. 139 

Ta arm tlu Ugkt tf tht aorlJ.— Matt. t. 14. 
We KK titnated in b dark wodd. We have 
xived li^ht, tbe light of trntli and holinen, 
d fre are to let our Lght shine. Jeaiii is the 
n, from whom we receive our tight ; and tike 
e inoob we do not receive lif;ht odI; fur our- 
lv'e>, hut to reflect it on other*. iJet us then 
quire. How doei the lijcbt shine 7 li it bright 
d cheerful? AttmctiTe and steady T Mililand 
«T (KArr* dou our li);bt shine T In the 
hool-room? In the chamber of affliction? 
the abodeaof poverty and miuryT Id tbe 
rkinK placei of inionince and vice 7 In wist 
rm does our light shine? In kind word>T 
I occasional visits? In rehgion* tracts? In 
ill-timed donations 7 tVAathasourlightiloneT 
aa it dried the widow's tears 7 Supplied the 
pban'i want* 7 Conducted linDer* to tbe 
mae of prayer? Induced tome to repair to 
e Qioas? Comforted Mher* onthelwnksof 
)rdan? If we are the lightt of the world, 
e should shine or darkness will reign. As we 
e but lampB, we ihould be careful to eet plenty 
Often go to be trimmed. 



world'H benighted ri 



140 MAT \S. 

Wt Ikave peace vitk God. — Horn. t. 1. 
The life of Jenii is our righteoiulieas, b 
deith it our atonement ; believing in him i 
•re fully justified, beiuK justified we are Kt peae 
We knon thftt our Qod does not impute 01 
trcipaasei unto ua ; but viewinK us in Jen 
loves U8 with sn infinite, UDTarjing lore, i 
our present bleaiingi, and all our frtture pro 
pect), flon from bii love : be never hated < 
though he WM angrjr with lu. He loved u« b 
fore the fotmdatiou of the world, therefbre I 
drew the plan of oui ulvation 1 «nd it ii fui 
k plan, BB svcures tlie honour of all his peife 
tions, provide* for oar guilt and all our nwe 
sitiea, and lays a founcUktion for permanent ai 
perfect peace. If we therefore believe his woi 
eierciae conGdence in the perfect work of Jen 
and approach him as a Father in the Saviotn 
name, we have peace. If we have not peai 
it is because we do not perceive the perfectii 
of the Saviour's work, or we do not exerci 
confidence in the faithful promise, or we do n 
believe the love which Goi) hatb to ua, or we ■ 
looking into self, inatcad of looking aimplv 
Jesua. Believing in Jesus, we are juatine 
being justified, we ought to e^joy peace. 

Ji»ti£Bd bj fslth Id Jmub, 

We have peace, and joy in God ; 

Faith from dread and UrroT &ees us. 
While we tnul hi> preoious blood : 

Casting on him all oui care, 
^k H» prMtrves from a\aiwb T»x, 
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Ht skaU choose our inheritance for ue. 
Pa. xlvii. '4. 

Can you honestly and heartily say this? Are 
voa so folly persuaded of the Lord's wisdom^ 
We you such steady faith in the Lord's love^ 
areyou so resided to the Lord's will^ do you 
sufficiently desire that the Lord's glory should 
be advanced, as to say cheerfully, *' He shall 
choose my inheritance for me." Do you approve 
of his general conduct in choosing for you? Are 
you jealous of your own judgment? If not, you 
cannot adopt this language to-night. It includes 
an entire surrender to the Lord. A desire to be 
wholly at his disposal. Acquiescence in all his 
wpointments, as to trials, comforts, gifts, place 
of residence, time and circumstances of death. 
You may be sure of this, that if the Lord choose 
for you, he will do for you as Joseph did for his 
father and brethren, he will choose the best. It 
is therefore your wisdom to commit all to the 
Lord, and leave him to manage your afiairs. It 
is a great privilege to have a God to choose for 
vm, one who knows all persons, thin^, and 
events; and knows all perfectly « It is your 
duty to be content with the choice Ood has made 
for you, you could not have chosen better, you 
would not have chosen so well. May our hearts 
now say, ''He shall choose our inheritance* 

Now M on rising ground I stand) 

Reviewing what is past, 
I see that love and wisdom plann'd 

My path from first to last* 



142 MAY 17. 

He knoweth our frame. — Ps. dn. 14. 

This is a sweet and encouraging thoug 
Others may fancy us strong when we are we 
healthy when we are disnised, out of tern 
when we are suffering; but he kooweth < 
frame. But it is not bare knowledge, but lau. 
ledge united with love. Knowledge that awak 
8ym|)athy. Knowledi^ that takes the will 
tne deed. He knows the weakness of our o 
stitutions, the exact nature of ourtemperamc 
the shattered state of the nerves, the secret c 
ease which causes irritability, or depression. '. 
can distinguish between what proceeds fi> 
physical causes, and what flows from the i 

Eravity of our hearts. He knows every a?ei 
y which temptation can enter, and the eflSe 
which external objects, or mental images, hi 
upon us. He knows and often pities when oth 
blame. He knows and sympathises when oth 
judge hardly of us. He knows and makes alk 
ance, saying, *' The Spirit indeed is willing, 1 
the flesh is weak." Beloved, you may not luo 
the cause of your depression, or irritability] 
excitability, but your heavenly Father kno 
and " like as a father pitieth his children, to 
Lord pitieth them that fear him. 

He knows the frailty of our frame, 
Weakness and vanity our claim : 
But as the parent's bosom moves, 
In pity, o'er the child he loves, 
So will the Lord his servants view, 
He Joves his pity to renew. 
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My beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
1 Cor. XV. 58. 

How affectionately tbe Apostle writes, even 
to those who had grieved him, and dishonoured 
his Master's cause. He not only calKs them 
brethren, but *' beloved brethren." In tliis he 
is our example. But it is to the exhortation he 
delivers, to which we wish to call your atten- 
tion. Many of us are unstable, as were many 
in the Apostle's day. Instability is a great evif. 
It 18 injurious to our own souls, it is a stumbling 
block or a grief to others, and it gives satan 
an advantage over us. He is never unstable, 
his purpose is fixed, his aim is steady, his efforts 
are persevering. Destroy if possiule, distress 
if not ; is his motto. Brethren, let us be sted- 
£ut in our profession of Christ, and let us be 
stedfast in our efforts to promote the glory of 
Christ. But if we are to be stedfast let us be 
sure that we are building on the right founda- 
tion ; that we hold the truth of Christ ; that we 
are vitiUly united to him : and are entirely con- 
secrated to his praise. Let us take nothing for 
granted here, but let us prove all things. To 
Uie law and to the testimony. Contpare every- 
thing with God's word. Seek eai-nestly the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit. Be much in prayer. 
That which thou hast i^lready holdfast, 

• Then stedfast let us still lemain, 
Thougli dangers rise aroiuid, 
And in the work prescrib'U by God 
Yet more and more abound. 



144 May 19. 

The meek wiU he teach his way. — Ps. zzf. 9. 

The meek are conscious of their ignomoe. 
Thev feel the need of teaching. They are de- 
sirous ot being taught. They especially desire 
to be taught of God. They feel unworthy of 
the least mercy at God^s hand ; and yet, be<»uiie 
he has promised, they seek and expect the great- 
est. Meekness is especially pleasine to Godj 
and the meek may have any favour at nishandl 
** Blessed are the meek : n)r they shall inherit 
the earth." The Lord will teach them "Mr 
way.** The way in which he pardons, justifies, 
and saves sinners. The way in which he would 
have them walk through this world. The wa| 
of escape which he opens in seasons of dangef 
and temptation. The way in which he confounds 
the crafty, overturns the devices of his foes, and 
crushes the oppressors of his people. He will 
teach them the way of peace, and they shall en<* 
joy it. The way of holiness, and they shall 
Walk in it. The way of salvation, and they shall 
persevere in it. He will unfold to them his word, 
confer on them his blessing, walk with them ill 
fellowship, ^nd make them to possess durable 
riches and righteousness. The meek are hea* 
ven's favourites, the churches' ornaments, and 
the world^s truest friends. They are peaceful, 
and desire to spread peace in every direction* 

Make me Saviour, as thou art, * 

Poor in spirit, tneek in heart { 
"Tben thou wilt tny teacher bv} 
And my soul «haU cUave to thsfi 




MAY 20. M5 

She hath done what she could. — Mark xiv. 8. 

Maiy was a believer. Her faith wrought by 
lore, have brought her where Jesus was, and 
ihe did what she could to honour him and ex* 
;ires8 her gratitude. An excellent example for 
18 to copy. It cannot be said that we have done 
lU we could. We dare not say this. Let us 
ay and feel it. Have we loved Jesus as much 
IS we could ? Have we been as much in prayer 
ind in praise as we could ? Have we done as 
much as we could to spread the truth ? To save 
louls? To commend the Saviour? To oppose 
satan? Have we done all we could for the 
miritual good of our families ? Have we done 
all we could for the comfort and prosperity of 
the church ? Have we done all we could for the 
Lord's poor ? Have we done all we could for 
the neighboiu-hood where we reside ? Have we 
lone what we could for the world ? Satan does 
ill the mischief he can. Many wicked men do 
ill they can to destroy souls. The times call 
upon us to do all we can. The Saviour loves 
to see us do all we can. Let us therefore feel 
reproof, encourage the conviction, seek more 
rnce, daily remember this woman, and beg^n 
ifresh. '* It is high time to awake out of sleep.*' 
Let us not only work, but abound in the work 
>f the Lord, fur our labour is not in vain. 

My God, inspire my soul with zeal. 

With glowing love to men i 
Make me my obligation feel, 

To do what good I can. 



146 MAY 21. 

When wilt thou comfort me ? — ^Ps. cxiz. 88. 

The Lord's people often get into a very un- 
comfortable sUite, and sometimes tliev continue 
in that state for a long season. But there ii 
always some cause for it, and we should seek to 
know what that cause is, that it may be removed. 
It is not easy to give an answer to the enquiry, 
for it must depeud on the character of the en- 
quirer. To one the Lord may say, '* When 
you humble yourself before me, cordially ap- 
prove of my method of salvation, and aubnut 
to my righteousness." To another, "When 
you fraukly confess your sin, seek pardon 
through the blood of Christ, and engage to walk 
according to my word." To another, *• When 
you break off that unscriptural connection^ come 
out i'rom the world, and separate yourself unto 
me." To another, " When you leave off seeking 
comfort from selfish motives, and aim at and 
endeavour to promote my glory." To another, 
*' When you leave the bed of sloth, stir up your- 
self to take hold on me, and seek to make others 
happy." To another, " When you enter upon 
that self-denying duty, mortify the flesh with 
its affections and lusts, or put off the old man 
with his deeds." In a word, God will comfort 
you as soon as comfort will secure his g^ory and 
vour good. 

May holiness be my pursuit. 

Thy promises my plea ; 
So shall I brinff forth precious fruit, 

And thou wilt comfort me. 




MAT 29. 147 

tfy tongue shaU speak of thy word,—T%. cxix. 1 7^ 

If all christians bad done so, how much less 
morance would there be now in the world, 
lie tong;ue rightly used is our glor}', but it is 
be diserace < f some ; and of some professors 
oo. It any thing is worth si)eakuig of, it is 
lod*8 word. We have it, that we may learn it, be- 
ere it, lore it, practice it, enjoy it, and publish it. 
t ii the means of conversion, therefore speak of 
; to sinners. It tends to edification, therefore 
peak of it to saints. It is the instrument of res- 
aratioiiy therefore talk of it to backsliders. It 
ringa comfort to our own souls, let us thcre- 
nre meditate upon it and then publish it for 
ur own sake, it honours God and exalts the 
aviour, let us therefore out of love to God, 
[leak of his word. Let us endeavour to speak 
f it at proper seasons, in a kind spirit, from a 
ood motive, with a right aim. It must do 
ood^ for it is incorruptible seed which never 
itM under the clods. It restrains the im])ctu- 
us^ soothes the sorrowful, directs the pornlo.ved, 
istores the wanderer, and brings ])eari* to tbe 
oubletl. It is bread to the hungry, ligiit to the 
eni^hted, a staff to the pilgrim, a svvonl to the 
amor, and a do^ny pillow to the wayworn 
id weary. Then let us resolve in the Lord's 
rength that our tongues shall speak of his word. 

My lips in thankful strains shall flow, 
When taught by thee thy truth to know ; 
My tongue shall spread that truth abroad. 
The glorious gospel of my God. 



MAY 23. 

f Lord Uoa-r^lli I'lem . 



Doth a Tuthrt kiiniv his cliililrcii, or a hualjund 
[lis beloved bride, so the Lord knowetli them 
tb&t are his. He know* them a* the ubjects of 
liii l>ve, as tlie jiurchue of hit Son'i bloo^ 
"*"'"' ■■ ■' ""■ "'-- "- 
km 
the 
He 
xV 
tid. 
fire 

lao 

dm: 

f^iit 



tem[]lcB of the Holy Gboat. 
them At itrsugen aod pilgrim* uptm 
the eHTth, as sufferini; for righteoutoeM luu. 



He knows them, though he may nut ■ 
Hcknonlcilf^ them; though he csuse men to 
tide over their heads, and lead them tbroug]! 
ilre and through water. He knom tbat thqr 
bve him, uul grieve that they do not love him 
laore. He knowi that they believe 1' 



mly strufcgle with unbelier mouming that theii 
uth is go wenk. He knows that they truit in 
liim, though doubts and fears will faarau and 
peiplex them. He knows that they oliej- liim, 
and often sigh, "O that my ways were directed 
ta kee|) thy statutes alwayi I" Beloved, the 
Lord knows you are his, and he lores you as hil 
own child, cares for you as his cho-ea bride, 
i^s you OS the sheep of his pasture, ki.'e|>s you 
a> the apple of his eye, tries you as his gold 
and silver, kce)is you ari-ly as hia jewels, and 
will soou lift you up ns the stones in his crovra. 
The Lord's knowledge of yun is perfect. 
Dear hy a thousand temler bonds, 
Tliy sahilB to lliee sre known : 
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ne just shaU live by /a»M.— Gal. Hi. 11. 

It is by faith they become just. Being con- 
▼inoed or sin^ sensible of their weakness, and 
understanding the gospel, they embrace the 
finished work of Christ ; his righteousness be- 
comes their's and they are justitied from all 
things. Being justified they hve. That is they 
are freed from condemnation, they are entitled 
to all spiritual blessings, and they walk at liberty. 
They live by faith. By faith they overcome their 
foes. By faith they obtain supphes. By faith 
they perform the will of God. By faith they 
walk with God. The life which they live in the 
flesh, is b;y the faith of the Son of God. They 
believe his word, rest alone on his work, 
have confidence in his faithfulness, and derive 
their supplies from his fulness. They work from 
principle, not for wages. They live as children 
in their Father's house, not as servants on a 
weekly allowance. They trust when they can- 
not trace. Expect when they do not receive. 
Wait when the promise delays. Go forviard 
though all appear dark, gloomy, and forbidchng. 
At times they appear to have nothing but the 
bare promise. All within is cold, hard, and 
dead ; all without seems to go against them; 
Then it is that they more particularly trust in 
the Lord, and stay themselves upon their God. 

By faith accounted just, 

By faith to God vie live, 
With patience wait his time, and trust 
His fulness to rec^iNe. 
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Fe are all one in Christ JisMf.-^Gal. iii. S 

That is, all christians are one in Christ. 
is the centre of christian union. . "We were 
chosen in him. We are all represented by I 
We arc all vitally united to him. We are 
clothed vrith him, for we have put on the I 
Jesus Christ. There is now no distinctioi 
difference on account of nation, age, sex, or < 
dition ; hut all are one in Christ, bein^ enti 
to the same privileges, pleasures, and prospc 
The whole form one family, though of dine 
ages. One flock, though in different field 
folds. One building, though composed of m 
stones, of different sizes. One body, tho 
there be different members and officers. < 
church, though its parts are scattered abr« 
One beloved spouse of Jesus, which he pord 
ed with his own blood. If it be indeed so, 
we are all one in Chiist, then we ougbt to '. 
as brethren; occasionally at least to feed 
gether ; to cleave to each other in sincere ai 
tion ; to act for each other, as the membei 
the natural body do ; to refiiseto divide in h< 
though separated by place, or other cire 
stances ; and we shoidd mutually rejoice in 
dignity and destmy. Beloved, let us lool 
every christian as in Christ, as a part of 
mystical body, and treat him accordingly. 

May the Lord our hearts impress, 
Make them like his own above, 

Fill'd with all the tenderness, 
And all the strenglh of loxe. 
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(TMp ta death. — Song via. fi 

I conqiiered all. The wisest, the 

le bravest, the kimlest, the holiett, 

tea conquered by deiith. It hu 

net myriads, and turned our irorld 

grave vard. But lore is equally 

onquers'all, Tlio love nf JesUB is 

or it conquereil death itiielf. And ne 

jecU of that love. He saya, " I bave 

." He proves it. " Greiiter love linth 

lan this, ilt:Lt a mnn lay ilonn his life 

wnda." He baa proved tiie strength 

re by the f;ifts he has eonferred upon 

he niits he baa paid ua ; by the tears he 

X» ; b» the labour he undfrtook to uer- 

'Ul the Bofferings heengo^ed to eniWe 

by Ae death he died ; by the desires 

libeat and by his constant interceseion 

■elwlf. His love overcame nil difficultieB, 

edorer all opposition, conquered all foes, 

r teigna in his bosom na a ndingpasaion 

BHlhood. and as a glorious |>e ruction of 

head. His love [msHetb kuoirled)^. it 

idonrcoDeepiion. Let us retire to-night 

ed with the tbouftbt, however wonderful 

: of JecuB may be, however strong or 

, it i« unalterably fixed on uaas beUeven 

It blessed Saviour, is thy love 

80 mat, so full, 10 free f 
ahold I give my late, my busrt, 

Kj life, my all, to Ihee. 



TVwt t^UmataU fiMM.— P*. Ixii. 8, 
He dways warrantB ui to tmat in him, lud 
he is at nil times worthy of our trust. We are 
constantly exliorted to it, but almost m am' 
itantly neglect it. It is the exerciie of necei- 
aity, for a creature vuuf trust in auother ; it ii 
an evidcnee of dependance, therefore we ihonld 
cultivate it. It ii the esercise uf a servant, on hi* 
master ; of a Mend, on ha friend ; of a child, 
on bis parent; of a believer, on hii Ood. IiCt 
us trust his word, for it is tru«. Let lu tmsl 
the Saviour's work, for it is perfect. Lctui 
trust a Bjiemal providence, for it ia wortl^y. 
Nothing shniiM be allL)wed to disiurh our euo- 
iidunc. in God, for his nature is always love — 
his Boletnn pledge ia given — bis resources are 
inexhaustible — uid bis mercy is everlasting. Let 
us trust him then in joy and sorrow — in dark- 
neei and in the hght — when increased or beresv- 
ed — when tempted or in repose. Let us irott 
bim and we shall conquer our fearsj patiently 
endure ourtriali; successfully pursue our woA; 
rise above our cares; and overcome our fbch 
That we may trust htm, he has revealed his 
character, pled^J his word, sworn that he will 
not be wrath with us, and aMured us that be ii 
UDchangeable. Trust then in the Lord for evef. 
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on Ood *eest ine. — Gen. xvi, 13. 
« of the Lord is upon the rip;IiteoiiB, 
ear ii (i|ieii unto their cry. lie sees 
ig, but he ohicrvet his |>eoiile with 
tention. His eye has been uiion us tiiis 
htu seeD every movument of the iniiiil 
T action of the body. His eye is u|iuii 
mil will be through the dark ivAtrbes 
ght. But it is a comfortable thought, 
who leea u« altraya, loves us most. 
I notwitlistsndiiiK all he sees aniisa in 
us ever ' •"■i^h tlie 'houalit. My Sithur 
1 am under hia eye. He sees all 1 
tuffcr, all my desirea. Nothing am 
the least circumstance from his eye. 
ne when 1 see not him. He sees mc 
nace, and is with me. He aees me in 
of battle, aod givci me the shield of 
tion. He sees me when my foot is 
and often has the hand of his merey 
le and held me up. When tempted to 
. Kiting way to fear, or when yielding to 
o mind this solemn &ct. 



If I si 



it be ir 



ider hi« eye. If 1 yieM tu tcmptatiur. 
e in his presence. If I eucuurnge bia 
i*t he against the clearest liglit and 
lore. Keep this dady before tlie mind. 
rd| put wilhin my heart th;- fesr, 
3r»nt me from sia lo fly, 
all times lo behold thee near, 
ini trn thy grace rely. 



164 MAT 29. 

"Hie irymg qf yovr faith workM paitaue. 
Jamei i. 3. 

Wliocver professes to beKcve in God, will 
have bis faith put to the trial. Every beliefCf 
is tried. By satan, by the world, or by fclie 
professors, we shall be tried ; but our God suptf- 
mtends the trial. He tries our fsuth in his irara, 
if it be sincere. Our faith in his love, if we 
really credit it. Our feith in his Son, if we 
trust in him alone for complete salvation. Our 
faith in his veracity, if we expect him to make 
good his word. He will tiy the nature of onr 
faith, if it is divine; the strenffth of onr ftaA, 
if it is rooted. He will try me oamrfBOcy^ of 
our profession, if we will hold fast the bef^nunig 
of our confidence. This trial is for his own 
glory, for the good of others who observe VM, 
and for oor own advantage. It worketh patiffiww 
It gives us occasion to exercise what we htat* 
It perfects the habit and strengthens the env 
cise of it. It is often a call tu ezfAumge eiV 
for patience ; wealth for contentment ; and our 
own supposed strength, for the power of Chriit 
Let us therefore remember, that faith must be 
tried; that affictions are to try our faith ; Hbd 
sanctified trials make us patient ; and that when 
patience is comi)lete, our trials will cease. Be 
ye therefore patient. 

Lord, whene'er my faith is tried. 
Keep me near thy bleeding side ; 
Make me patient, meek, and kind. 
To thy soYCieign viUl tesl^ucd. 




>h zxnu. 16. 
Fbe Lord Jenu in ttie glory of faU peiMii, 
1 in the peifectjon of hia won, u the alone 
indatioD of a ■inner'B hope. If we build on 
rtbin^ else, wemmt perUh. If we mix Silv- 
ia with Chritt u the basi* of our hope, ne 
1 profit lu nothmg. It miut be Clirist, tnd 
— t ilone. Hia meritorioui obedieDce, hii 



e fbnnilntion, mud building on these we m 
'e, for it is a lure foundation. The dignity of 
penon, the perfection of hia character, the 
Tit of hia work, and the venidtv of hia word, 
ike it ao. It hai itaod firm in all times paat, 
■ unihaken at pretent, and it will erer be tlie 
ue. No (inner ever built on it and fonnd it 
I him. StORDB cannot ahake it, flood* can- 
t looien it, BartliquakeB do not effect it; it ia 
a a* the peribctiuos of G!od can make it, and 
tin^ M eternity itwit'. Let ue build u|>on it, 
nn it alone; and doing lo, let ua rejoice in 
r nfety. Error* may iprewl, evil men and 
lucera may wax wone and wor«e, aatan may 
all hi* arti, but " the foundation of Ood 
ndeth lure, having this aeal, the Lord kuow- 
, them that are hia." "OtherfoundatioDcanDa 
n lay than that i( laid, which i* Jeaua Chhat." 

When all roundationi else will fail ; 

Thow built on Jesus ibill preiail ; 

And lift their heada with joyful praiiCi 

To hhn who Ihi* bundalion La]*. 



156 MAT 31. 

Restore mnto me the joy of thy sahatum^ 
Ps. U. 12. 

The psalmist had sustained a loss. Sin was 
the cause of it. He seeks a restoration. Sal- 
vation is not loseable, the joy of salvation is. 
The joy of salvation flows from the gospel, 
which is good news and glad tidings ; when it 
is received by faith it fills us with joy and peace. 
It is intended to impart an immediate assurance 
of eternal life to every sinner that believes it ; 
and when it is received as coming directly from 
God, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, it 
does so. When we realize our interest in Jesns, 
feel the burden of our guilt removed, and read 
our title to all the promises, we are filled with 
joy. This had been realized, but it was lost. 
There may be a sense of want, clear views of 
the gospel, but no ai'propTiatingfaith, and then 
there is no joy. But what we cannot take, we 
may ask fur ; what we cannot apply ourselves, 
we may plead with God to impart. This prayer 
for a restoration of joy, shews our weakness, we 
cannot produce it ; it proves our folly, in that 
we sinned it away ; it exhibits our dependance 
upon God, who alone can make us happy ; and 
it warns us against backsliding from the Lord. 
Let us mourn over our sins. Let us watch 
against temptations. Let us not despair. 

Those joys, my God which once I knewi 

Those saving joys restore: 
Thy Spirit's free I His grace renew, 

Nor Jet me wander more 



JUNE 1. 157 

Ikew ye the pfnof of yomr love, — 2 Cor. viii. 21 

We profess to love God. We cannot be 
diristians without love. Christian love pro- 
fenes to prefer Christ and his cause to all 
bcandev. To submit to his authority and ac^ 
qniesce in his will. To obey all his commands 
without partiallity or insincerity. To delight 
in his saints as the excellent of the earth. To 
sympathise utith sufferers, especially with those 
who suffer in his cause and for his sake. To be 
ready to every good work. Such is our profession 
if we are sincere and diligent christians. The 
law of God requires this at our hands. Jehovah 
as a Soverei^ promises to produce it. By the 
Holy Spirit it is brought forth within us. He 
convinces us that by nature we have it not. He 
leads us to admire it, desire it, and seek for it. 
By unfolding the gospel and shedding abroad 
the love of God in our hearts, he produces it. 
By daily and' filial fellowship with God it is sus^ 
tamed. Beloved, do we profess to love God 
and his people ? Then let us prove the sincerity 
of our lovCy by uniting with them, by assisting 
them in every good word and work, and by 
preferring them to all beside. Let us visit then 
m sickness, relieve them in poverty, defen' 
them when opp*essed, and shew them all pof 
siblc kindness for Jesu's sake. 

Mercy through Jesus we have found. 

Free mercy from above ; 
May mercy move us to fulfil 

The perfect law ot lovow 
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JUNE 2. 



T^e tousehold of God.—Eph. ii 
The Lord hnn a familj which is 
his ovrn. It is k ipiritual ftunily ; 
menibcr of it ii bom of God, is tau| 
Spirit, ii mbnliitcil by the Spirit, is h 
Spirit, and is baptized by the Spirit 
ONM BODY. It II wholly Bud entu« 
Tt orinnited in his purpose. It KC] 
sovereign pleasui'c. It ii produce! 
power. It i» colled hi« own. It is d 
the houiebold of God. Hia in opp 
Satan. Hii iu distinction from the wi 
as differing from mana. It is tbe fan 
be dwells, the home of God. Tbe 
which be preaidei. Here he man 
parental love, in aujiplying every vtuni 
mg every member, employing every i 
ing and delighting in each fod every i 
the members of this household are 
and ali are blessed. )t ii designed 
fait grace. To bouor bis Son. To 
hia cause. To execute his will. Ui 
family be is known, trusted, pruscd 
loved, and enjoyed. Are you of this hi 
Do you attend the family feasts 1 Do 
the family aervieea? Do you sincerel; 
Head and tbe members of this hi 
This honor have all his esinto. 

Lord, com? and dwell in me, 
Now make my heart thj' hornet 
Unite me (o thy fwnil;, 
^^^ Unile me to Ihj Son. 



I 
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That God may heaUin alL—X, Cor. zr. 28. 

The design of Jehovah, in all his ways and 
works, is the glorification of himself, lie will 
be all in all. His is all in the great scheme of 
aalvation. The plan was drawn by infinite 
wisdom in eternity, and is carried out by divine 
power in time. Are we chosen to salvation 7 
It 'lA of God in Christ. Are we ^ven to Jesus ? 
It is by Jehovah. Are we ordained to eternal 
life? It is the act of the Most High. Are we 
blessed with all spiritual blessings ? It is by the 
Father of mercies. Are we redeemed by the 
precious blood of Christ ? He was foreordained 
to this work by the Father. He is all in the 
dispensation of grace. Are we quickened ? It 
is by God. Are we taught? It is by God. 
Have we faith and repentance? They are the 
gift of God. Do we overcome satan? It is be- 
cause the God of peace bruises him under our 
feet. Are we laborious ? It is the efiect of hia 
power which worketh in us mightily. Are we 
holy 7 By the grace of God we are what we are. 
Do we overcome all our foes? It is through 
him that loved us. He will he all in the world 
of glory. In the arrival of every child at home. 
As the love of God, and the uod of love will 
constitute our perfect bhss for ever. In our com- 
plete and everlasting salvation, God will be all. 

Here the whole Deity is known ; 

Nor dares a creature guess, 
Which of the glories brightest shone, 

The justice or the grace« 



IfiO JUNE 4. 

/( IS more blessed to give than to recenft. 
AcU XX. 35. 
These are verv remarkable norda. They EM 
the wonis nf the Lord Jcaua. Thej were acted 
uprn liy liimself. They contain the very prin- 
ciple wliith itifluenceil him in etcmily, which 
iniliired him to leaVe hearen for canh, and 
which aetuntm him Etill. He urj^d thit aayiDg 
upon his ihsciples, bo that it is probable, that it 
becnme a kind of proverbial saying amonRthem, 
Ha has preserred it for our instruction and 
admonition. It is evidently correct, though 
not generally albwed to influence mens con- 
duct. Receiving imjiliea want and unfulfilled 
desires; givinsi supposes a possession, an hono- 
able trust. Giving manifests a generous disptP' 
sition, and n concern for the comfort of others. 
It is acting like God. 'nho created that he tnJKlit 

E've, redeemed that he might give, glorifies that 
i may p^ve. It is a source of pure pleasure. 
Let us remember these worils of the Lord 
Jesus when we go to his throne, and dnw 
encouragement from them to ask for great 
blessings, to ask often, to ask with confidNice: 
and let us encourage others to go to him, asni'' 
ring tliem that he considers it more blessed to 
give than to receive. Let us vi'alk by this rule, pru- 
dently, plainly, notwithstanding discouragemeok 
The man who marks frum day lo day. 
In generous sets his radirnt way. 
Treads llie same path the Sivioui trod. 
The palh to glory and to God. 
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ne promises cf God.— 2 Cor. i. 20. 

The promises of God are the assurances he 
MM ffiyen his people, that he will hless them 
nd Destow favors upon them. They all ori- 
imate in his divine sovereignty, and now spon- 
aneously from his will. They are hut the 
ffscts and tokens of his love, the kind ezpres- 
iooi and manifestations of his grace. They 
re acts of divine condescension which hring 
he promiser under a hond, and prove his 
atherly care of us and concern for our welfare. 
rhey all rest on the same immutable basis, even 
OM veracity and faithfulness, and are stored up 
n Jesus as the present property of his people, 
rhey are so comprehensive that they embrace 
ime and eternity, and provide what is suitable 
Lr both. The^ open the heart of Jehovah, 
challenge the faith of the christian, and animate 
:he hopes of the penitent sinner. They are 
connected with the mediatorial office of Christ; 
*or as prophet he publishes them, as ]}riest he 
M>nfinn8 them, and as king he fulfils them.— 
rhey all belong; to the same persons, believers; 
lave the same aesign, our benefit; and aim at 
:he same end, the praise of Jehovah's grace, 
rhey all lead us to the same fountain, the ful- 
less of Christ : and produce the same effects, 
;ven admonition, gratitude, and praise. 

Thj promises surpass my thought, 

But faithful is my Lord; 
In unbelief I stagger uot. 

For Ood hath spoke the vrot^. 



162 JUNE 6. 

The offence of the cross, — Gal. v. 11. 

The doctrine of salvation by a crucified Jew, 
was in Paul's day peculiarly offensive, many 
stumbled at it and perished ; and the doctrise 
of complete salvation by faith in Christ alone, 
is still offensive to many. Man naturally desires 
to be something, to do something, and to he 
thought something ; but in the doctrine of salva- 
tion by grace man is nothing, Christ is aH. 
It presents the crucified One, as the object 
of faith, the alone sround of hope, and the 
medium through which every blessing flows. It 
places the cross in the centre, directs every eye 
t6 it, and makes it the constant object of atten- 
tion and attraction. It places all upon a level, 
the harlot and the modest maiden ; the thief, 
and the honest man; the poor, and the wealthy; 
the illiterate, and the learned; and presents 
salvation to each on the same terms, requiring 
all alike to rest on the finished work of Jesus, 
and allows no flesh to glory in God's presence. 
This is very offensive to the pride of man. In 
a word the gospel knows no man after the flesh, 
but points aU to Jesus, directs each to the strait 
gate and narrow way, inculcates self-denial and 
self-renunciation as essential to salvation, and shuts 
up every soul to this alternative, it must believe in 
Christ, or oerish. This is the offence of the croM. 

Jesus IS a perfect Saviour, 

Only source of all that's good ; 

Every grace and every favour. 

Conies to us through Jesu's blood. 
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TV brtattplatt t^fmth imd {ovt.—\. The*, t. 8. 
We are nirrounded by foei, and are in > *tata 
of perpetuil conflict. Armour is provided for us 
by the great Captain of our atilvation, snd we 
■re directed to teke tbe whole of it nnd use it 
Hh- onr defence. The breaatplate which ii to 
ffiinrd tbe heart, iecompoied of faith and love; 
the two principal gracei of the Spirit. Faith ia 
confidence in God. Love i» affection for Ood, 
They are distinct, yet united. They differ in 
iiiture, yet agree. Faith alwayi begete love, and 
love itrengtheni feith ; together diey make the 
christian n match for hii foet. Faith alwaya 
erobracei the Lord Jeaus aathe Saviour, Friend, 
and Lord of poor unnera; and love deli(;hti in 
him ai the visible Jehovah, the foantain of grace, 
and the brigbtneii of glory. Futh receives tbe 
promises and trusts tbem, love calli forth admi' 
ration and render* praiee for the same. Faith 
npropriates tjie rigbteousneu of Christ for jus^ 
tmcabon, Ipve delights in the person of Christ 
■a anpreiqefy glorious. Fiuth daily leads to the 

rn fbnntaiu (tir cleansing, love conducts to 
throne BiH' intercourse and communion. Faith 
looka to Christ for support, love ^oes fortl) to 
labour or suffer in his cause. Faith pointa to 
heaven as our home, love ui^s us to haita 
en there. 

Let fait}) uid lave, moat holy Ood I 

Foiseas this aoul of mine; 
6o ibsll I eonquei ill nt; fa«*. 

And reach Ihi joya dlTinet 



164 JUNE 8. 

Brethren, we are debtors, — Rom. viii. 12, 

Favours bestowed on the undeserving, always 
increase their obbgations; we are debtors as 
creatures, but more so as new creatures. We 
are indebted to sovereign grace, for a name in 
God*8 book of purpose and promise; for in 
interest in the Saviour's person, office, and 
work ; for the benefits resulting from his obe* 
dience, death, and intercession. We are debtors 
to atoning blood, for by it justice is satisfied, 
we are delivered from the wrath of God, and are 
rescued from the power of satan. We are 
debtors to divine influence, for by it we were 
quickened when dead in trespasses and toDM, 
are taught the will of God, and are introduced 
into lil^rty and safety. We are indebted to a 
special providence, for daily, hourly, and inval« 
uable favours. Beloved, let us endeavour to 
feel our obligations ; we owe a debt of love and 
mtitude, let us therefore revere our heavenly 
Father's commands ; observe and do our loving 
Saviour's precepts; attend to all the Holy 
Spirits intimations ; and bow with cheerful mb* 
mission to all the dispensations of divine f»ovi- 
deuce. As debtors, let us be humble, let us be 
honest, and acknowledge that we are not our 
own, our time is not our own, our talents are 
not gur own, but all are the Lord's. 

The love I owe for sin forgiven. 

Through satisfaction made ; 
For present peace and promised heav'n, 

Can never be re-paid. 




BOored qf Gnj.— Rom. i. 7. 
lat ft priTiWe ii thii I It ia the lonree of 
*1 good. How are the Lord'* beloved 
otowD 7 By their faith in Jeiui, and obe- 
I to his word. By their love to Ood, and 
teal for bia glory. By their hope in Ood, 
Mttient endurance of his will. What >re 
moun they poueaaT Ther are the lona 
)d. They are the acknowleiiged brethren of 
Thejr are the eompaniona of Ood, with 

he daily walka. They are the reiidence 
; Holy Ghoat. They are watched over, 
aded, and lupplied by providence. They 
[tended by an^. They are heira of all 
I. What are their prospecta? Victory and 
ph over all their foei. Freedom from all 
ige and pain. The enjoyment of holineai, 
ne*a,andGod. Likeness to Jeaua in body 
nil. The poaieaaion of a throne of glory, 
lem of beauty, and a harp of celestial 
neai. What are their duties? To be very 
id fin God and hia cauae. To renounce 
nd earthly things. To be entirely conae- 
I to God and hia aervice. To love hia or* 
eet, pnetice hia precepts, prefer hia wit), 
ralk witii his people in aU bis waya. — 
IT, He you beloved of OodT Do you love 

Da you walk with faimT 
Tow let lat riae in Juau'a name. 



he tn>tl> and ardour of my \ove. 




fie it not athamed 



Tbi« is truly wonderlul. Especially if m 
coundei' the amBzing contratt between ut. Thii 
it very great as it reipecti his purity, and our 
poltutioa — bi* wealtb, and our poverty — hii 
atreugth, and oui weakness — liia happiness, and 
our migery — hii knowledge, and our ignorance 
— bis dignity, and our degriulation — his society, 
and our company. But though the contrast it 
■o great he acknowledges us, and there is a de- 
gree of Ukeneaa ; we have the same Father, even 
God ; we possess his nature, spirit, and image 
in a degree ; our work and his are the name, to 
glurity Ciod 1 OIK cause and interest are indents 
fieilwithhia: our aim and end are one wHh his ; 
and his heaven is to be our eternal home. We 
are often ashamed of ourselves, and ashamed of 
one another; the world is ashamed of us, hnt 
jeaus never is. He owns us in heaven before 
his Father and bis holy angels now, and he will 
call us liretbren, blessed of his Father, on the 
throne of judgment by and by. If Jesus is not 
ashamed to call us brethren, never let us be 
ashamed to oivn each other, though in aome 
tliiii;,"S we diffcr. Jesus owni us all, let ns own 
all as our brethren, whom we have reason to be> 
lieve are owned by him. 

La d, wbal ia maji's distinguish'il race, 
Whom thou doBt for thy brethren own, 
^^^niwn'd Kith 1 dignity and grace 
^^Bff0 brightest SeT&p\i\ia uD^ino'Hii \ 



Thy eimfortt delight my soid.—?a. xdv. 19. 
Our circumitanoes are often trying. Bad our 
louebts very perulexinK and depreuing ; but 
iiT Goil his provided comfort for us. AfulneH 
F comfotc. A Bupply of comfort for all times, 
rhftt comfort ii wrsppeil upin thepreciouipro* 
iiie*,iathe perfect work of Jesus, in the ever- 
istiiigeoTenaiit,intheprospectofH complete and 
rerlaitiiig deliverance f[om all sin, suffering, and 
irrow. We have everythin;; in om^elvee calcu- 
itedtomakeusuncomfnrtable.butinonrOodwe 
Bve leveiTthingthat can make ua happy. Our 
m thoughti are ofKa a source of grief, but the 
lon^ti of OUT Ood ore full of love, peace, and 
o\j ytj. O nhat a comfort It ia to us, to have 
friend that lovetb at all times, a hrother born 
w adveiuty ! An advocate with the Father, 
rer making inlercesaion for us ! To knon that 
'6 are in union with Jesus, that the union is lo 
lose that he knons every thought, sympathiie* 
dtb UB in ever)' pain, and will bring us where 
e is in exact likcneas to himself. Ue is our 
e«d, we are his boily. Precious trutii this, 
hat Chriit and his church ore unel How full 
f holy comfort 1 Wliat an antiilute it is against 
' ' ■ . -• J liyg on the 
ml aruund me 
I vrintrj, desolate, and deprtsainj '. 

When mournful thoughts within me roUi 
And rush upon m; Isbouring; breast, 

Thy comforts ihall loy heart console. 
While on thy promises I kA. 



168 JUNE 12. 

God for Chrisfs sake hath forgiven you. 
Ephes. iv. 32. 

The pardon of all our sins is one of God^s 
greatest blessings ; and to know and enjoy it ii 
one of our greatest privileges. Our Gfod is a 
pardoning God. He pardons freely. He pa]> 
dons frequently. He pardons willingly. He 

Sardons heartily. He pardons justly. He par- 
ous for ever, so that sin forgiven is forgotten. 
But he only pardons for Chnst's sake. It is 
not for the sake of repentance ; or faith ; or good 
works ; but for the sake of Christ alone. Jesus 
hath once suffered for our sins^ the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God. He 
hath made a fiill^ complete, and everlasting 
atonement for our sins ; he put them away by 
the sacrifice of himself. So that when we be- 
lieve in Jesus, receive the record God hath given 
of his Son, approach the throne of grace and 
plead for pardon in his name, the Father does 
honour to his Son by pardoning us. Every be- 
liever is pardoned. He is forgiven all trans- 
gressions. His sins are all blotted out. He is 
justified from every charge. Who is he that con* 
demneth? God hath justified us. Jesus died 
for our sins according to his will. He obtained 
for us eternal redemption. For his sake we stand 
before God this night, pardoned and accepted. 

Oh ! may I practically show, 

My interest in this grace ; 
Be all I am, and have, and do, 

Devoted to thy praise ! 
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Tkoa ilaMdttt bg /ait*.— Bom. zi. SO. 
■ith in Jenu it of the greateit importutee. 
cannot OTerralue it, unleM we put it in the 
e of Cbhrt. Are we juitiGed ? tt ii by 
I. Are we MnctifiedT Our henrta are pur- 
bj &ith. Do we fight 7 It ii tbe li]^bl of 
1. Do we orercomeT This U the victory 
ch orercometh the world, even our faith. 



;tMid ! for we are kept by the power of God, 
ugh Auth, unto wlvation . It ii by believing 
t Chriit ii to us, what Chriit bai for llf, 
t Christ will confer upon ui, that we utand. 

by faith that we receive Iroai Chrigt, light 
uide ua in every difficult path ; atrength to 

to flgfat, and persevere in our christian 
■■e ; in * word, grace to help u* in every time 
iced. Iiet tu therefore take heed, letc there 
D any of ua an evil heart of unbelief, in de- 
ing from the living Ood. Let ua atrivfi 
nat doubt*, and encourage confidence in 
I. We Cknnot believe in God's word, too 
Sdently ; we cannot trust in tbe Saviour** 
ihed work too ateadily ; we cannot confide 
bd'averacity, too firmly. Let ua endeavour 
mitate Abraham, who was atrong in faitb 
ig glory to God. 

Chriit ii my Hock, and though my ton, 

Displa; Uieir utmost witlh, 
Yet in the power which he beitows, 

I stand b; preoious &i(h. 
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They crucified him, — Matt, xxm, 36. 

The Father delivered him up, Judas betrayed 
him, and then they crucified him. Let us con* 
sider the design of God in his death. It was to 
satisfy the claims of justice, to clear his holinev 
in the salvation of the people, to display hit 
wisdom, to manifest his mercy, to put away oof 
sins, and to disclose the wonders of his loTe. 
Let us notice what Jesus displayed when he wti 
crucified. Here we see his filial obedience to 
his Father, his implicit trust in God, his snrpri* 
sing patience under suffering, his meek forgiTiiig 
spirit, his astonishing love to his people, and hit 
entire submission to the divine will. Let ua 
observe what man discovered in this transaction. 
What base ingratitvde ! What inexcusable 
cruelty! Wha insulting pride! What profound 
ignorance ! What fickle instability ! Judas, 
shews (he power and tendency of coveteousness. 
The Pharisees, the envy and cruelty which lurks 
under sell -righteousness. Pilate, the effect of 
the fear of man. His other disciples, the weakness 
which may be found in honest hearts. Here, 
Jehovah is most clearly revealed. The nature of 
sin is set forth. The true condition of man is un- 
folded. The cross unveils heaven, earth, and hell. 
Go to the cross to study, to repent, to believe, to 
pray, to select an example. It is — 

The balm of life, the cure of woe. 
The measure and the pledge of love ; 
The sinner's refuge here below, 
TAe angeVa tleme in heaven above. 



JUNE 15. 1 

in the Mon$ of God, — Rom. viii. 14 

J are the sons of God? As msny as 
/ the Spirit of Ck>d. To what does 
iit lead the sons of God ? To know tli 
^ of a Saviour. To perceive the exact si 
iiiliy of the Lord Jesus. To fly to him for 
fuge. To rest alone on his penect work, 
receive from him life, light, and holy peace, 
hrief, he leads them to loathe themselves — 

Sent of sin — separate from the world — cleave 
esus — ^walk with God — ^follow after holiness 
and devote themselves to the Lord's service f 
praise. Those who are thus led hy the Spirit 
God, they are the sons of God. They w 
predestinated to the adoption of children bef 
time. They are now declared to be the chi 
ren of the most High. They are bom of G 
They are taught of God. They are the 1 
loved of God. They are treated as cUildr 
They are heirs of God. They are associa 
with the Lord Jesus. They are appointed 
share in the highest honors, to enjoy the pur 
bliss. Beloved, are we led by the Spirit ? E 
he led us this day to Jesus ? Has he humbled i 
Is Christ precious to us? If we are the sons 
Grod we are safe. We shall be supplied. 

Send forth the Spirit of thy Son, 
O Gu<I, into my pauting heart, 

That govern'd by thy love alone, 
From thee I never may depart. 

But following my celestial guide, 

Be numbered with the glorltled* 
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It knew him not. — 1 John, in. 1. 

The world knew not Jesus when he aojonftied 
below ; the generality of men do not kno# him 
now. They do not know the love which {^wi 
in his bosom, which brought him to tabemaek 
in flesh, and made him a man of sorrows, and 
the famiUar of grief. They know not the sweet* 
ness of his disposition, or the kindness of fail 
intention toward fallen polluted man. Th^ 
know not his willingness to receive, his ileter^ 
mination to bless, and his engagement to savi^ 
all who flee for refuge to his arms. They know 
not the glory of his person, the extent of hai 
authority, or the value of his atoning blood. 
They have no just idea of the condescension he 
displays, the extent of the sufferings he endured* 
or the invaluable blessings which he freely be- 
stows on the lost and undone. No one uiowi 
the Saviour who does not love him. Eveiy one 
who believes in him, knows him ; and every one 
that knows him will believe his word, rest on 
his glorious atonement, and rejoice in his ver- 
acity. Jesus to be known must be revealed. 
The Holy Spirit must enhghten our minds, un* 
fold his character, and apply the word, or we 
shall not know him. May we daily behold hii 
glory, and be changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Come, Holy Spirit, now reveal, 

The Son of God to me ; 
Thy powerful influence let me feel, 

And all his glories see. 



m, Bnd ii onthronod i««iv» . 

miielTes entirely to hit lenrice and 

Jhu kingdom includes reconciliBtion to 

idship with God, and entire suhmis- 

le will of God, brought about by the 

m of the atonement, the manifestation 

i fiiTOur, and the comforts of the Holy 

Where Jehovah reigns, the soul is just- 

ongh the riehteousness of Christ ; en* 

y peace ana fellowship with God ; and 

y in a sense of the paternal love of God. 

mity of the heart is slain^ the darkness 

mind is dispersed, the carnality of the 

ns is removed, and the person is brought 

bjection to the obedience of Christ. The 

God becomes law, the person and work 

ist precious, and the glory of God the 

"^'^ *»nemv is a friend. The 
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lliou restrainest prayer before God, — Job xv. 4 

This charge, brought agaiust Job, may often 
be justly bruugbt against us: for though prayer 
is cue of the most delightful privileges^ ana is 
enjoyed as such when under the influence of the 
Spirit of adoption, yet ^vhen a spirit of bondage 
prevails, or we get worldy minded, it is rather 
a task than a pleasure. Often are we tempted 
to keep away from the Lord, because we are so 
lukewarm, or cold, or dead; whereas these are 
the very things which should drive us to him. 
Never let us wait for a better frame, or more 
convenient season, but let us go ox we are. and 
whenever an opportunity offers, to a throne of 
grace. For if we restrain prayer before Gk>d, 
we shall soon get cold, careless^ and lifdeaa^ if 
we are not so ; sin will gather stren^^, all our 
graces will be weakened, and the gift of prayer 
will wither. Our tempers will become carnal- 
ised, our peace will be disturbed, and the enjoy- 
ment of religion will fade. The thin^ of time 
will be preferred, gospel ordinances will become 
barren, and satan will gain advantage over us. 
Restraining prayer is directly opposed to God's 
word, it is yielding to satan, grieving the Holy 
Spirit, and must end in mischief. 

Father, to my heart appear 

Pleased and smiling in thy Son ; 

Conscious of thy presence near, 
Bow'd and humbled at thy throne^ 

Then I in thy sight shall stay. 

Always fear, and always pray* 





JUNE 1 
. I obtained nurey.— I Tim. i. 13. 
al wu a blaipliemer, a persecutor, and very 
on* to the cauie of Christ; but the Lori 
>d him mercy as a pattern to tbem which 
d hereafter believe. Here ne Ke that 
t it free for the *ilest. That the LonI baa 
f uponumiers, jutt because he will have 
f. Paul obtaiued it nithuut se>:king, any 
aay by leeking it. The mercy which the 

anew* : nd which Paul ubtainuil, always 
a a complete pardon for all past sins, bow- 
inmerouB or flagrant they may liave been. 
ioga peace to the conscience however trou- 
w diitreiaed. It proiiuces holineia in the 

which will appear in the life. It lends the 
K) desire and seek the knonleitgc of Christ 
3 all other thiufcs, and to count every thiuf; 



sa and dung in comparison with it. Itfort- 
me mind to meet, endure, and pass through 
and tribulation for Christ's sake. It leads 



endaliip with God, concern for the aalva- 
3t wuw, »nd binda ua to the church of 
I hj atning end various riea. Reader, have 
obtained mercy? Has it had the same 
; on you aa it did on Paul T Wherever 
f is obtained the fruits and effects of ita 
tjon will appear. Precious must be that 
y which brings so many blessings in its train. 

Merc; I cannot cliim, 

But since Ih; niercj's tree. 

And I ID poor ind helpless am, 




176 JUNE 20. 

The LonFtportionit hupenple. — Dent, sszii, 9. 
We are filled with gntJtnde uid joy, when 
we tay, " The Lord ii niy portion : " but it ii 
enough to fill ui with wonder and MtoniBhmeut 
to read, " The Lord's portion ii hii people." 
He is so great, and they* are lo insigniiicBnt; 
lie is so holy, and they are *o polluted ; he it M 
glorioui, and they are lo mean. But he choM 
them in preference to othen, nhenalllajbefon 
hii eye. He redeemed them, when enilaved and 
alienated from him. He claimed them, when 
held fait by their tyranising foe. Be poaseam 
andenjoya them m the objects of his love. He 
inhabits them,ashis temple. He protects them, 
aa his children. He will dignify them in heaven 
for ever. They are the Ixtrd's lot. His inher- 
itance. Hisvineyard. Hisgarden. Hiaspome. 
Think, believer, of the honour conferred upon 
you, in callins you the Lord's portion ! Once 
a wandering iheep, but now returned onto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of vour soul. Angels ere 
never called hii portion — ha jewels; hut you are. 
Walk as the Lord's chosen bride, who u going 
home to be openly united to her beloved bride- 
groom. Give to grace its righteous due, for it is 
by fkvour that you are distinguished. Let me 

he down on my pillow to-nig'"' " ' — *'" 

this thought, "I AM THB L 

Hia portion is his cire. 
He keeps it day uid night : 

No other cui with thii compare, 
'Til Jeiu'a chief delight. 



JUNE 21. 177 

rwitk the Lord there is mercy. — Pi. cxxx. 7. 

Mercy has been shewn to us, but it dwells ia 
id. It is one of liis perfections. The exer- 
e of it is his delight. There is m^rcy with 
8 Lord in all its fulness, he never was more 
arciful than now, nor he never will be. There 
nercy with the Lord in all its tenderness, he 
[ull of compassion, his bowels are troubled 

US, his tender mercies are over us. There 
iier(^ with him in all its variety, it suits every 
le. Here is mercy that receives sinners, mercy 
it restores backsliders, mercy that keeps be- 
^ers. Here is the mercy that pardons sin« 
it introduces to the enjoyment of all gospel 
vileges, that blesses the prayins soul tat he- 
ld its expectations. With the Lord there is 
!rcy> and he love« to display it, he is ready to 
part it, he has determined to exalt and glorify 
There is mercy with the Lord> this should 
courage the miserable to approach him ; this 
brms the fearful, that they need brine noth- 
; to induce him to bless them ; this cans upon 
*ksliders to return to him ; and this is cal- 
ated to cheer the tried chnstian, under all 

troubles and distresses. Remember, mercy 
ike God, it is infinite and eternal. Mercj 
dways on the throne. Mercy may be obtain* 
by any sinner. 

Believer, on the Lord recline, 
His mercy's boundless and divine ! 
See from the cross how wide it flows. 
Beyond the extent of all thy woes I 



178 JUNE 22. 

Holding forth the word qf A/e.—Phil. u. 16 

That is the goipel. It reveals life in the piro- 
mise, and in the person and work of Christ. It 
presents Ufe, as God's free gift to the condemned 
and guilty. It is employed to produce life^ 
through toe power of the Holy Ghost. The 
life wnich it reveals, presents, and produces;, 
ittands in the favour of God — ^in union to the 
person of Christ — ^in the possession of the ^[urit 
— in fellowship with the fountain of lifb — m 
freedom from all condemnation— and in a title 
to eternal glory. This gospel is entrusted to us, 
it is entrusted to us for others, and we are to 
hold if forth as, a light in a dark place — as food 
provided for hungry sinners — as a pardon for 
condemned criminals — and as a rule for quick- 
ened souls. It is to he held forth in the public 
ministry — ^by a holy conversation — and by every 
possible means, neloved, let us view the gos- 
pel as " the word of life." Let us remember 
the obligation that is laid upon us to hold it 
forth. Let us ask ourselves, are we holding it 
forth as we should ? Let us hold forth this word 
of life by speaking — ^by writings—by purchasing 
and distributing little works which nave been 
printed for the purpose — and by assisting those 
who have consecrated their time and talents to 
the work. 

Come, let us with a grateful hiearty 
In the bless'd labour share a part ; 
Our prayers and offerings gladly brings 
To aid the triumph of our King. . 
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The righteous shall flourish as a branch. 
ProY. xi. 28. 

Such are justified by the faith of Christ. To 
them the Lord hath brought forth bis righteous- 
ness^ in them the Lord hath put his Holy Spirit. 
They are just before God in Jesus, and they 
are consistent before men, brin^g forth the 
fruits of righteousness to the praise of his glory. 
They are compared to a branen, which is united 
to, and forms pait of the parent tree. So are 
they united to Jesus, and one with him. All 
their support is from him, and they derive aU 
their supplies from his fulness. He is the source 
of their life — beauty — strength — and fruitful- 
nesss Apart from him they are barren, withered, 
and desbd. He supplies them secretly, as the 
tree does the branch with sap ; but he sheds on 
them also the dew of his grace, and the showers 
of his blessing. It tonsequence of this they 
now, flourish, and bear fruit. He prunes them 
by afflictions, but it is only that th^ may bring 
forth more fhiit. Autumnal winds may strip 
them, and wintry frosts ma^ la^ them bare, but 
their life is in the root. Hid with Christ in God. 
See, belofed, the effect of union to Christ — we 
flourish, l^ie doubtful state of some professors. 
The proof of a righteous state, eren a consist- 
ent course. 

The trees of righteousness shall rise, 
Watered each moment from above. 

And bear the fruits of paradise, 

The glorious fruits of faith and love. 




JUNE -24. 
Lead m« to tht roct. — P». liL 2. 
That rock was Christ. He wu first promited, 
ttien prefigured, and then manifeated. He is 
the smitten rock, which mpplics his thintj 
ones ; the rock of ages, which Buataing hii fee- 
ble ones; the grpst rock, which revivea M> 
weary ones; the hi);h rock, which protects hii 
hunted ones ; and the clef^ rock, which hides 
his timid and fearful ones. In this rock, we 
arc safe. From this rock, we can see the land 
which 19 very far off. By this rock, we are 
sheltered from Ihe storm, and screened injiii 
the scorching sun. We often wander from it. 
At B distance we learn ita value, and sigh for 
the privilege it confers. But wherever we may 
be. It is accessible to us. Yet wc need a ^ide, 
to conduct usi and afriend, toassistus. Then 
let us <letermine with the Psalmist, however far 
off we may he ; — "From the end of the earth 
will I cry unto thee, when my heart is over- 
whelm^d; lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I." Jesus is all we need. He has all we 
can possibly want. Prayer is always allowed, 
approved, encouraged, rewarded. Led to him, 
we shall he raised above our fears, above our 
foes, and above our expectations. He is able 
to do for UB exceeding abundantly above all 
that we can ask or think. 

When sorely aSieled, uid ready to funt ; 
Berore my Redeemer, I'll spread my complunl i 
In every new trial, to him will I cry. 
Lead me lo the rock, that is higher than I. 
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Ye are Chrisfs.—l Cor. lii. 23. 

Who are Christ's? The saints whom he hath 
set apart for hiicself. Those who worship him 
as their God and Saviour. Or, christians, who 
believe on his name, surrender at his call, and 
submit to his will. All christians, though of 
low stature, though compassed about with in- 
firmities, though often cast down through 
doubts and fears. They are Christ% and m 
consequence, his Father is theirs — his Spirit is 
theirs — his righteousness is theirs — his atone- 
ment is theirs — ^his peace is theirs — his wealth 
is theirs — ^himself and all he has is theirs. If 
they are Christ's, he will defend them as his 
property — support them as his children — and 
cherish them as his bride. If we are Christ's, 
then we should attentively listen to him, when 
he speaks. Cheerfully obey him, when he 
commands. Refuse to believe any thing that 
may be suggested against him, by satan or 
men. Always own him as our Lord and Master. 
Frequently visit him on the throne of grace, at 
his table, and in his house. Live upon him 
now, in hope of Uving with him for ever and 
ever. Reader, have you good evidence that you 
are Chrisfs? Are you daily looking to him 
for wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption. 

All things I want, but One is nigh, 
My want of all things to supply ; 
Pardon, and peace, and liberty, 
Jcsui, I all things haye in thee. 




JUNE 20. 



I am the fKojr. — John ziv. 6. 
Thii » a beautiful figure selected by Jenu to 
Ht forth his adi^itBtion to ui. We are at a dit- 
tance from Qoil, — as aiunen, there u b; natiin 
no way in nbich we can appKWch God wifli 
acceptance. But Jesus by beconuDg the Hedi- 
stor, becatne the way to the Father. He U the 
nay from a state of Kin, to a state of holiness. 
From the dread of vnnth, to the enjoyment of 
eternal love. He it the nay to acquaiutanu 
with God — reconciliation to Qoi — araeptanee 
with God — relationship to God — enjoyment <rf 
God — coulormity to God'—Biid to the preaence 
anil glory of God. A* a way he ia snitablp to 
ell sinners — open to all vrho are willing to malte 
use of him — safe for all who venture upon him — 
and the only way from the wrath to come. — 
Ohserre. — We are all out of the way by nature. 
We are eonvinced of this fact by the Holy 
Spirit. We discover our need of ^jiat such a 
way as Jeeus is. We enter upon it by faith. 
We often moisten the way with our tears. We 
have to travel along the way with patience. 
And every one that resUy enters upon it, arrives 
at the end of it in safety. Beloved, the {pound 
on which we stand is good, the way in which we 
walk is direct, and the end of the journey we 
have commenced, — is everlasting life. 
Thou art tbe way — to thee alone. 

From sin and death we flee ; 
And he who would the Father seek. 

Must seek him, Lord, in thee. 
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fy belmoed is mme and I am his, — Song ii. 16. 

This u the language of holjrassiiruice. Christ 
M given by the r ather to sinners, he is Gk>d's 
unspeakable gift. He is presented in the gospel 
to every one who hears or reads it, without 
money and without price. He is accepted aud 
received by faith. The reception of Christ is 
ratified bv solemn engagements, the party en- 
gages to be his, and his alone. It is confirmed 
by holy fellowship. He that claims Christ, 
lives in communion with him. " My beloved is 
to me," the Saviour in whom I believe and 
trust — the husband whom I reverence and love, 
the Lord whom I adore and obey — the portion 
on which I live — and the beloved One upon 
whom my heart and affections are set. " I air 
my beloved's." He chose me, or I had neve 
chosen him. He redeemed me, or I had sti 
been a slave. He called me, or I had still bef 
wandering from God. He sanctified me, oi 
had still been vile and polluted. He manife 
ed himself to me, or I bad never seen his glo 
*' I am to my beloved," his sister-spouse— 
portion— his delight — his choice out of 
worlds — ^his glorious crown, out of the spoil 
has won. Beloved, seek assurance, nor eve 
satisfied but as you say, "He is mine, f 
am his." 

Jesus my love, my life, my peace, 
Jesus is mine, and I am his. 
His bride, his dear bought property, 
Who loic'd and gave himself for ma*. 



the 



Kmming tie timf. — Kom. liii. II. 

e cannot know thefiitiire, but wDmiiyki 
jrcseDt time. Indeed we ought to ki 
chnreeter? It i» the tinil 



■BtRn's poirer, he is 
tnineil. It is the ti 

ciuae of God. It is the time of God's Furb 
ance — justice now wiuts, grace sits entbroi 
mercy kindly warns, and it is c&11e<l the accej 
time, the day of salvation. It is the time of 
Church's duty — for it is workin;; time, it is ei 
ing time, wid therefore preoious time. It 
singular time — we have auch faciltiea For di 
good, 10 many calls to action, so many enci 
Bgements to peraevere, and our rcsponaibilil 
BO deep and solemn. Let us therefore know 
time. We may learn its character, partly f 
God's word, and partly from observation. 
ui improve ourknowledge and turn it to Bccoi 
by itirring up others who ace drowsy, and 
cmbrac^g every opportunity of doinggoodi 
selves. Let us employ every talent, and impi 
every opportuni^ to the utmost. Reraem 
the time to do gowl, and to get good, mus 
short. The end of the present period will 
solemn, deeply solemn. We should be wuk 
— watpliful — laborious — liberal. 
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i; God in [ailh ind love. 



JUNE 29. 185 

Jkrist in you the hope of glory, — Col. i. 27. 

The object of a christian's hope is glory. But 
je exact nature of that glory is unknown. Its 
jTeatness is at present inconceivable. It is said 
X) comprise an inheritance — a kingdom — a 
crown — gladness — exceeding joy. It is a crown 
of glory — a weight of glory — eternal glory — 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is glory 
clothing us — glory in us. It will robe the body. 
It will fill the soul. It includes purity and power, 
wisdom, and knowledge. It is waiting to be re- 
vealed. We expect this. This hope or expect- 
ation originates in grace — is produced by the 
Holy Spirit — springs from faith — rests on the 
promise and oath of God — waits God's time — 
and purifies its possessor. The evidence or 
proor of this hope, is Christ in us. He dwells 
in his peo|)le by his word — ^by his grace — and 
by his Spirit. He dwells in us as a King in his 
kmgdom, ruling — as a Master in his famuy, pro- 
viding — as an Owner in his habitation, claiming — 
as the sap in the tree, supplying — as God in his 
temple, to be adored. It Christ dwells in you, 
he awells in your thoughts — desires — affectiona 
— enjoyments — and aims. Is Christ in you? 
Are you hoping for glory? Is the glory yon 
hope for, the miition of God? 

Jesus, in me for ever dwell, 
Thyself, the gift unspeakable : 
The hope of heavenly bliss impart. 
The glorious earnest in my heart 



186 JUNE 30. 

Partakers cf the hem^t, — 1. T^m. vL 2. 

The gospel is a benefit. One of God's petMi 
and best gifts. It benefits every penon wbo 
receives it. It benefits his intellect, iBformbg 
it. It benefits his heart, sanctifiing it. It ben- 
efits his conscience, giving it repose. It benefiti 
his temper, controuling and sweetening it. It 
benefits his life, preventing many evils, and 
directing to the attainment and possession of 
many blessings. It benefits the family where ife 
rules. It makes the Master, kind ; the Mi8tre8^ 
considerate ; the servants, attentive and indus- 
trious; the parents, examplary ; and the children^ 
obedient. It benefits the commonwealth in 
which it works. It suggests good laws, requires 

food goveniment, and makes good subjects, 
lave we partaken of this benefit? What ii 
intended by this? It is to perceive its divinity 
— to approve its doctrines — to receive its bless- 
ings — to submit to its precepts — to observe its 
ordinances — to test its joys — and to employ it 
for every useful purpose. Some hear of it, others 
listen to it, others taste and disapprove of it, 
some partake and are benefitted by it. In their 
state, they are justified — in their character, 
sanctified — and in their circumstances, happy, 
for all things work together for their good. 
Have you benefitted by the gospel? 

Lord, grant this benefit to me, 
And let me feel, and taste, and see, 
What glories in that gospel dwell, 
Which saves believing souls from hell ! 



JULY 1. 187 

forgipetk all thine iniquities. — ^Pi. dii. 3. 

e daily need to be pardoned, for we daily 
Our ains are of an aggravated character, 
r are the sins of a ransomed captive* against 
who redeemed him at the price of hu blood. 
r are the sins of a pecuharly favoured ser- 
, who lives in his master's house^ sits at his 
ler's table, aud owes his all to his master's 
ality, against the master who thus favours 
lliey are the sins of a beloved child, 
3st the wisest, kindest, and best of fathers, 
faults are many — various — ^frequently re- 
ed — and inexcusable. YettheLoiniforgiveth 
ur iniqmties. He pardons like a God, fully 
Bely — consistently. Every pardon is the 
price of the blood of Jesus. When he par- 
ty he secures hatred to sin, sorrow for sin, 
a departure from sin. He pardons like a 
er, he does so tenderly — frequently. David 
bare this testimony to God's pardoning 
sy, was no common sinner. He had been 
:y of adnltery — deception — ^murder. He led 
iTs into ain, charged it upon providence, and 
t under the guilt of it for months. He made 
record with a smarting conscience, and with 
atefiil heart. Reader, are vou pardoned? 
you guilty? God is ready to forgive, confess, 
, plesd Jesus, and be rorgiven. 

Saviour, I long to testify 
The fiilness of thy gracious power 1 

Pardon my sins, thy blood apply, 
That I may sovereign grace a'lore I 
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188 JULY 2. 

[T^e iif^A^ coiimM. — John i. ix. 4. 

Night is the emblem of death. There ii 
erally something dreary andeloomy -in the 
and so there is in death. When death com 
our opportunities of doing good in this 
are over : let us therefore improve the pi 
When death comes, our work should be d< 
it is not we must leave it unfinished, 
therefore work while it is called day. 
death comes, we must bid our friends far 
let us therefore treat them, and enjoy the 
those that must soon leave them. When 
comes, we shall go home to rest ; our I 
wiU find a home in the grave, and sleep c 
and soundly there; and our souls will : 
home in the presence of Jesus, and enjc 
sweetest repose and satis&ction there, 
night Cometh," it is not far off; it drawi 
nigh to some of us; it may overtake us sudi 
we are therefore warned that we may be 
Let us endeavour as believers in Jesus, to ] 
the feet — ^let us redeem the time — let us 
through the whole day — let us be ready f 
night, having ourwork done, our limbs weai 
appetite for heavenly things sharp, and i 
glad to go home. The night of death, is pr 
tory to the m(»ming of the resurrection; tfa 
shall arise refreshed, strong, glorious, imn 

glorious hour 1 O bless* d abode I 

1 shall be near and like my God ; 
And flesh and sin no more controul 
Jh» sacred pleaiuras of my soul* 




JULY 3. 189 

retameih not kis anger for ever, — Mic. yii. 18. 

lie wrath of God is dreadful, but this is only 
cted against his obstinate and determined 
mies. The anger of the Lord is distressing, 

is directed against his peoide for a time. 
h one may say, *' Thou wast angry with me" 

m look at this solemn fact, God liad been 
vy. The cause of his anger is sin. The 
set with which he is angry, is his child. The 
lire of his anger is paternal. The design of 
anger is correction. The effects of his anger 
various, sometimes it affects our temporal 
igs, it always does our spiritual comfort and 
The continuance of his anger is transient. 

anger endureth but a moment, in his favour 
,ife. But when God is angry with us, 
ry hour appears a day, and every month 
ear. But it is cheering to know that he 
dneth not his anger for ever. He is not 
urally angry. He is never sovereignly 
ry. He is not always, or long angry. He 
ks to the atonement — he Ustens to the cry 
;he corrected one — love works in his heart — 
remembers his covenant — and he proves that 
delighteth in mercy. Wrath will bum for 
r against impenitent sinners, being fed with 

fuel of sin. Anger against a child soon 
ns out, or is quenched by the waters of love. 

He passes all our follies by, 

And all our sins forgives, 
His wrath doth in a moment die, 

His love for ever lives. 



190 JULY 4. 

Thy Umng-hmdMss is better tkwi l§^. 
Ps. Iziii. 3. 

Life is existence. Here it meansy exiitcnce 
under the most favourable circumstances: as 
life in ease — ^honour — plenty. The life of s 
social being in the enjoyment of gratificatkNi, 
as a merchant in liis business — a student at hii 
books — a monarch on his throne. Life sur- 
rounded by all that is desirable. But what thai 
is God's lovin^-ldndness ? It is his love dift- 
playing itself m kind words — kind acts — ^kind 
discoveries of his divine excellencies — ^feasting 
the soul with spiritual delights. This is better 
than life, for it bestows greater blessings— it 
confers higher honours — ^it imparts sweeter 
pleasures — it raises higher expectations— and it 
throws around us greater security. It is bettor, 
for it is more lasting — ^it is more suited to the 
nature of the soul — ^it is truly glorious. It is 
unmixed good — ^unfading pleasures — inexhanst- 
ible wealth. Well then may the Psalmist pre- 
fer it to life, and well may he say, " My lips shall 
praise thee." I will commend thee m conver- 
sation. I will give thee thanks in my devotions. 
I will praise thee for its discovery, for my pres- 
ent enjoyment of it, and for the prospect of 
eternaJly enjoying it. Do you value life? 
Do you prefer God's loving-kindness to it? 

Thy favour and love I prefer 

To life in its happiest hours, 
Possest of a Paradise here. 

When mercy my spirit o'erpowexs. 





JULY 5. 



Faint, y«t pmmdng. — Judgei viii, 4. 
Gideon'i loldien were m a piiiiilul tituation, 
they were luint. Yet they were the Lord'i le- 
lected hoit, mad tbev were steadily falhnving 
didr Ciptun. But from their exertioo* — their 
cnnqnert* — and the want of food, thej nere 
flint. Tbey were fiaiit near the Jordan, where 
God had done such Kreat things for their fore- 
fathen, and jnit as their vietory was being com- 
pleted. All thia is true of the Lurd's neojile 
now Though the Lord'a beloved ones, though 
the aoldien of the croti, from the burdens they 
bare to bear, from the trials tbey have to endure, 
from the conflict* they are engaged in, and from 
the want of sufficientlv feeding on spiritual jiro- 
fiiiona, they often feel very faint, dejected, and 
ditpinted. Still theie men were punuine. They 
did not give np, nor give way to cnnud reason, 
which may hue niggeated — "If Qod were with 
nt, he would supply us, or not allow us to feel 
thnsbint." Theypunucd theirvanquiibedfoes, 
in obedienee to Ood'i commands, and as en- 
comafjed by Ood's promise. They were pur- 
suing ui futh — in hope — with certainty. Bre- 
thren, let as imitate these worthy men. Do 
you feel faint? Does it appear in prayerT — ■ 
mlaboiirT Stillpursue. Porsnethou^ veiy 
weak. Furiue because God is with you. 
Wieitlo on in prayeT unceasing, 
■Till jou see the fee deilraj'd, 
Blesi'd with M the victor's bUasing, 
Crown'd with all ths life of God. 



192 JULY 6. 

Iflo heatelh all our diteatt. 
TheLonl»tliePbj»lciaD, 1 
bodv ftud the *oul. Jlc is esp 
of Uie loul. The patieot ii 
Ctuw of all diseaae Hnd iiifleri 
•eat of the malBily ii in the hei 
of it u most loBthsome and bS 
the memory, the aflcctioDB, th 
will, yea the whole man. 
tubjects of tbia diaeaae. We a 
No one ean heal ui Lut the Lo 
the great Fbjsiciaii, to him wi 
be reildred to health. To eac> 
K), look at bis qualificatioiis. 
wiie, tender, and skitful. I 
without a parallel ; and bo ii b: 
nmediet lie employs are his ui 
holj word, and his blesaed bp 
of applicatioQ ii hy afilictioii 
CODTlctiona, and leciet energy. 
in any caae of effecting a cure. 
bad cue, but he could say, " E 
diKuei." Tbii testimony is p 
undoubted. Sinner, thou art uc 
cotoJesus. Backslider, thou art 
BelieTer, art tbou not desiring 
Then go to Jesus this nigbl 
" Lord, if thou wilt tbou canst i 

FoTKive, and male my natun 
Hy siiiJUl maladies removt 

To qerTect health restore my 
To perBwt holiness and loi 




, ,j^ at do ot1ter$- 

».wi>e»*J?" ?i An '^^V'T 
ho\y »ff«*?r- ofaction. A* 

door to dwtl'- feggoTS gre m) 

«re asleep. J y^ers." H 
notseepM*^" On tbe P 

sleeping «*f^iful battle, an 
.ft*' *f/Sbe dead. 1" 
the dying' «"^ae ^^ posse* 

rf -Saves, wtote^to^ 
inonrpocUete.^ f,^ 

e"''?*^' t? we sleep. »* * 
• In tbe day. onjj ^^ gieep, 

' oppoTtn»»2; .l^mg in t 

=- the storm «coi^^ 

^ »«*=^":ff;eKtbe« 

^ "^tJ wl^n*ebrideg 



194 3VLY 8. 

He mill tvm again. — Mieah vii. 19. 
Here ia a melancholy foct intimated. Hw 
LoTil hml turned sway hi) fane from hii pcopl& 
He vaa iliaplciisetl. There ware dow no aweet 
Tisita. No love tokeni. No iatimate commu- 
mon. But he threateni. Hefrownn. Heamita. 
He shews his ilis])leasure. He is angry, but not 
trrsthlul. He baa atvorn that be mil not be 
wroth with us. " He wM (urn again." Hei« 
coulideace is expressed. He amites but to tix- 
rect. He frowns hut to bring us to repentance. 
He <vi11 turn again and look upon us, as he did 
on Peter nhen he broke his heart, and brought 
him bock with weeping and supplication. He 
will speak to us a^ he did to Mary, when he said, 
"Thy Bina are forgiven thee, go in peace." H« 
will tmile Bvray our fears. Cake us to his boaom, 
and a^n assure us of his love. He will, for ha 
has pi'omised to do so. He will, for he ba* •!• 
ways ilone so. He v>ill, fur the love of liia heart 
proupta him to du so. He tuill, for be delighteb 
m mercy. Then let us mourn over our follies, 
bnt not dcijioir of pardou. Let us weep, that 
we have icrieved our kind and gracious God, but 
not yield to gloum. Let us cotifess our bock- 
■lidings, and c:(peet him to retiu'u. Let us wait 
ajtoii thu Lord, who ludetb himself from th* 
iiouse of Israel, and let us look for hint. 

SuTiour, »hilc afterthee we rnouni, 

. In merey to put bduIi return, 

B^b «iitd all OBT sins lubdus. 




JULY 9. 
Itria betheir God.— Jer. ixxii. 38. 
.liis wu iiioVen of tlie literal Israel, but it 
(lies also to the vpiritiinl Israel. It refeti to 
who are p;atbered to the Lord Jesus. To 
sef penitcaC Binner. tvbo is retuTDiDS to God 
th neeiJing and with sii(j|iliefttion. To every 
le to nliom tbc L<ird ({iTei a heart to know 
iin, and who trust in his fp'Bcious word. To all 
rue behevera. What does this pniniise iD''1uile7 
' I uritl be tlieir God," they shull own my au- 
,bority — receive my word — bow at my throne — 
ing»j{e ID my service— do my will — pre er me 
to di beside — make joe the object of their 
trust, worship, and love — "their God." "I 
will be their God," (hey ihtll have my wiailom 
to guide them — my power to protect tlicro — 
my love to assure them^iny mercy to save 
them^ — my holiness to sauctify them^nnil my 
Spirit to comfort them. As their God I will be 
with them. I will be for tbem. 1 will be a 
God to them. I nill uever fail tbem, nor for< 
take them, but will do for them all I have pro- 
mised in my word ; and confer upon them all I 
IiBve provided in my covenant. Believer, see 
in this promise, God's greatest mercy, lie givea 
you himself to be your God. Man's hii;hest 
bODor, to have God so nigb uoto him, and en- 
gaged fur him. Jehovah is his God fur ever. 
On (hi* lUpporl my soul would leia. 

The darkest path i> cheei'd with amiles. 
If God is with me there. 



198 JULY 12. 

He shall be for a sanctuary, — ^Isai. yiii. 14. 

That ift, the Lord Jesus shall* for of him the 
Prophet speaks. He is the sanctuary in which 
we are safe from the wrath of God, the curse of 
a broken law, and the evil designs of satan. This 
is our refu^ to which we must repair from ene- 
mies, storms, and troubles. Here we can worship 
God, on a throne of grace, with confidence, faith, 
and acceptance. And by him God will manifest 
himself, and impart instruction on all matters 
of im|)ortance. In this sanctuaiy we may ex- 
pect a supply of all our wants — deliTerance from 
all our fears — defence from all our foes — help is 
all our troubles — the sanctification of all our 
sorrows — and safety while we continue below. 
Header, you should fly to Jesus in every trou- 
ble. You should expect from him whatever 
you really need. He shews you how sradous 
God is to you, and sets forth the blessedneM of 
all true believers. Is he your sanctuary ? Have 
you ever met God in Christ ? Do you worsk^ 
God in Christ ? Do you look for all you want 
in Christ? If he is your sanctuary, seek to 
glorify him. Expect to find every blessin^^ in 
him. In every difficulty and danger renaur to 
bim, and praise the Lord for such a glorious 
dwelling. Here you are safe. Here you wiU 
enjoy peace. Here 3'ou will obtain grace. 

In Christ I every glory view, 

Of safety, strength, and beauty too; 

Beloved Saviour! ever be 

A sanotuary unto xne. 




JULY 13. l: 

Cod who is rich in mercy, — Ephes. ii. 4. 

In consequence of sin our misery is. great, 
but it cannot be so great as God's mercy. O 
sufferings are many, but God's mercy is an a 
tidote for all. Mercy is the wealth of Go 
ivhich be lays out upon his people. It is t 
sympathy oi God, which he display:^ toward 1 
afflicted children. It is that by which he 
affected, with a sense of all our sufferings ; as 
is written of his people of old, " In all th< 
affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of I 
presence saved them : in his love and in I 
pity he redeemed them : and he bare them, ai 
carried them all the days of old." The men 
of God is infinite. It flows through Jesus. 
is glorified in soothing our sorrows, supplyii 
our wants, pardoning our sins, relieving oi 
distresses, and restoring us from all our wai 
derings. Beloved, God is rich in mercy V 
night. He has mercy for thee ; just that mer< 
which is necessary. He says, "I will hai 
mercy, and not sacrifice." Believe his promis 
Plead for mercy at his throne. Exiiect him 1 
glorify his mercy in thee. You need no recon 
menilation, but your misery. No greater encoi 
ragement than this, " He is rich m mercy, ric 
unto all that call upon him." Honour him the 
to-night, by placing confidence in his word. 

High as the heav'n o'er earth extends. 
His mercy all our sins transcends ; 
Far as the east from western dimes. 
He easts the guilt of all our crimee. 




JULY 14. 
Tie Lord reiffoeth.—Pt. xcriL 1. 
That Lord is thv Saviour. He wean thy na- 
ture. He knoivs thee well. He lovei thee more 
than a mother does lier first-bora, her only loii. 
He keeps thy wel&re in view in all he doei, — 
nnci !□ all he permiti. He reigni imiverMUy, 
over all worlds. He niignt tupreme, thtouea 
aiul domiaioDB, and {Hincipalities, and poweni, 
are made subjeet to him. In his goremineBt 
he equally dispUya bis wisdom and power — hi* 
justice and tnacy — his sovereignty and graee. 
He reigns to idvaDce the interests of faouoesa, 
the happiness, and endless welfare of his people. 
He reigns over bis enemies, and secKtly mu- 
trates their designs, using their energies tfa 
the accomplistiment of his purpose!. He rule* 
in as well as ocer his friends. Thus he preserves 
them from evils, lusna^s theii affairs, and ful- 
fils his word. " The Lord reignetK." Think of 
this when satan bi-auts and harrasses you. When 
iin rises nitbin you, perplexing and distresaiug 
you. When pruviilence Irowns on you, crossing 
your |)lsns, blasting your gourds, and Irying 
your faitli. Wbeu you have fightings nitliout, 
and feai's within. When enemies oppose you, 
when sickueis lays you low, and when death 
stares, yuu in the faee. Rejoiee iu this, that 
your Saviour reign* supreme, and therefore you 

The Lord U 



JULY 15. 201 

Let us keep the feast, — 1 Cor. v. 8. 

Paul is referring to the Passover ; — ^when the 
lamb was slam, the door posts sprinkled, the 
first- born of tlie Egyptians destroyed, and the 
delivcrauce of Israel secured. Christ is our 
passover lamb ; his blood was shed for us, and 
18 sprinkled upon us; our foes are destroyed, 
and our salvation secured. The Israelites were 
^ to feed on the lamb, whose blood secured them; 
It and we are to feed on Christ, by whose blood 
! we are redeemed. *' Therefore let us keep the 
i feast." It is a feast upon a sacrifice, upon 
f Christ as crucified for us. He is not only our 
( ransom, but our food. Our souls are fed, by 
taking in believing views of his glorious person, 
finished work — complete conquest — and eternal 
honors. The eye should be daily directed to 
Christ. The mind should be engaged with 
Clirist. The heart should feed vqpon Christ. — 
He is the fife-givins bread. He says, *'Hc 
that eateth me, even ne shall live by me." W 
are invited to a feast, the substance of that few 
is Christ. Let us then daUy keep the feast.- 
Let us keep it with much pr^er. With hear 
praise. In fieuth and hope. With humility a 
seriousness. With godly sorrow, and lively j 
Let us keep it for God has bidden us. Lef 
keep it, for we honor Jesus by doing so. 

On Jesus let us daily feed, 
And keep the gospel feast ; 
In him is all our souls can need, 
Life, hesdth, and food, and rest 



202 JDLT 16. 

Bt no more ekildna, — Ephei. it. 14. 
This refera not to aUte, but to itatuK. Ve 
are bIhaji in the relatioii of children, but in 
unHeraianiling we ihould be men. The Lord 
liu maile girovision for the grciwth of hii people, 
■nil he exliort« them tu grow. We thonld ad- 
Tance in know ledge, children are satiafied with 
trifles, we should not be. We ahould increat* 
in stri-n^h, and become Btrong in the pact 
which ia in Chriat Jems. We nhould aho be- 
come mere coiir^^>us against our foes, bold is 
the Lord's cause, and stedfast in tmr attach- 
ment to divine things. Our liutb, our hope, 
our love, and our zeal should grow. We should 
not be stationary ; but from babes, grow up to 
young men; and from >oiiug men, to fathcn 
in Christ. In order to our gronth we mtut 
make use of food, exerrise, and devotion: we 
must feed upon Christ, exercise all our grmeet, 
(uul live in fellowship with God. That we majr 
grow, the Lord has given us his book, his ordi- 
nances, Hud his Son. To perfect our character, 
he uses bis ministers, hia providence, and even 
hjs foea. He has promiaed that we shall "grow 
u the vine," and "eo fbrtl. and grow up u 
calves of the stall." Let us set our heart upoB 
growing, and attend to this aalutarj c^i^tnip. 
That ye be no more children." 

Then, Lord, forbid, forbid that we 

Should ALWAYS little ebildren be ; . 

But nu]r our path shin* more we praj. 

And mora until tha pn&st i*f. 



•V aM««ih vwa F*""*^*' ■»rcu|^«.ucu uuutriiri 

u away our affectioiis from God — close t 
■uth in prayer — tilence the voice of praise 
iiken ana |)ollute the loul — and raise a clo 
ween God and us, so that we cannot see 1 
e, or enjoy his love. When we yield to i 
I it prevails against lis, we must expect 
I the rehukes and reproofs of the Holy Spi 
hin ; the rod of afiliction may also be laid 
hout ; confusion and peq)lexity will be f 
ore the throne ; and our state calls for hun 
ion, confession, and repentance toward Gc 
the Lord sanctify this experience to us, 
1 lead us to hate sin more, and loathe oi 
7es before Go<l; we shall become mc 
xshful and prayerful ; we shall be more jei 
I of ourselves, and careful to avoid all apfyei 
;e of evil ; and when again set at hberty, ^ 



204 JULY 18. 

/ am glorifed in tkem.—3ohn xvii. 10. 
The work of Jesus vas to glorify the Father, 
and tlip Father is glorified in him. Our work 
should be to glorify JesuB, and he is Klorified in 
us. His blood is glorified, in our pBrdon, peace, 
and cleansing from all sin. Hii rigfateoiuncn, 
in our complete, perpetuBl, and eternal jostiS- 
ratioQ. His power, in our seperation from tbd 
world, and preiervBtion onto eternal life, "*' 
mercy, in our quickening, and numerous eonw i 
forts. His iTord in our liberty, and holy joy. 
HiB condescension, in our fellowship and com- 
munion. Mil fsitbfiilnesB, in the uuwen we 
receire lo our prayer* and petitioDi. His love 
in our boldness and access with confidence *t 
his throne. Hi* goodness, in our inpplin and 
supports under trouble. Hia sympathy, in our 
afflictions and sorrows. His patience, m bear- 
iDf( with our perrerseoess and many infirmitiM. 
His grace, in our whole lives, in death, and in 
our eternal salvation. Jeaua it glorified in n^ 
for all we are, we owe to him ; ul we have, ws 
receive from him ; and all we lutpt for, we ex- 
pect from him. Hit church is bis glory, and he 
will make her glorious. He will present btr 
unto hijnself a glorious church, not having apot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing. Sweet tonigfa^ 
Jesus ia glorified in me 1 

Now glorify thyself in me, 
Saviour, Redeemer, Friend! 

Fain would I live and die for thee. 
On whom I tw* de^nd. 



' JbMW tlua ftM fatxmnst m#.— Ps. xli. U. 
What believer doei not know thia ! Anilyet 
rbo it mfficientl; iffected b; the ftct. If God 
Md not fkvoured us, ire had been itill dead in 
in. Or we hftd been tmartine under the luhe* 
if ■ guilt; conscience. Or we Dad been shut up 
a deapair. Or onr enemy bad triamphed over 
IS. He i* anperior to us in wisdom, power, ex- 
lerience, and perseferenee. He hat had great 
jeastsge mva \mihy our weakness, timulitf, 
nd cowardice ; b; onr powerful comiptiont, 
ad^iDorance of his devices. H«lias endeavoai< 
d to lead ns into sin, draw us into apoitscy, or 
Irire ni to despair ; but he has not prevailed, 
le certainly would if tbeliordhadnot favoured 
H. But Jetiu faatinterceded forua. The Holj 
ftiirit haa helped onr infirmitie*. Our heavenly 
wher hat faithAilly fillfiUed hit word, and lias 
estrsined, curbed, and kept him hack. He has 
hielded ut in the day of conflict, and protected 
II in the heat of the battle. He hat f^ven ua 
trei^tli equal to our day, and we have found 
lis grace to be tufiicient for ut. Surely the 
jora has fiivoured us, for we have stood, when 
aany have fallen ; we have persevered while 
nany have gone back ; H-e live to-night at the 
nonumentt of his mercy. Each of ua may 
ay, I am Ood'i favoured child. 

Then will I tnut his power and gnue, 
Delivertnce to command. 

Till with hii uint>, faefors hi) be* 
In mdleii blisi, I stand. 



Him that overcomelk. — Rev. ii. 17. 
Every christian is a luldier, and he is exhorted 
tn cnndiirt hiuiself, as a gooil soldier of learn 
Christ. Every cliristian Eoldicr must g;otowir. 
His encmiei are numerous nail powerful. Thw 
ninat be conquered, for they will never yieli 
Hu must never jiropose, or accept of any teran 
with tliem. He must €glit until they are en- 
tirely Buhilued. lie must overcome the vrorld. 
He must conquer eatait. He must rule over 
hU own siiiriD. Heasen h the home of con- 
querers. UonorB unsjieaJubl}' gloriuiu aze ra- ' 

served for tliem. Jesus, the captain of tbdr 
salvstioD, will give them to eat of the tree of 
life, and of the hidden manna — to possess the 
white stone, with the new name written — the 
moniinK star— the white raiment— to be a pillar 
in the temple of God^to wear a crown of life — 
and to sit with him on bis throns. All theM 
are promised to him that ovcreometh, there it 
therefore something to animate, to stimulate, to 
encourage us. Every tadulf^'uce tbkt ean b« 
granted, every honor 'that can he conferred, will 
lie the portion of the conqueror. Let ui there- 
fore, ivreatle, strive, ami li^ht; using the whole 
armour of God, strong in the grace of Jemu, 
kecpin<r the eye upon the prise, and stimulating 
each other in the con diet. By faith we conquer. 

Then let me meet my ihree-fuld foe. 

And conquering an to conquer go. 

Ann'd with his sword, and mind, and Dtme, 

Who bell, the world, and sin a'srouno. 
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Ye are come to the hlood of sprinkling, 
Heb. xii. 24. 

The blood that was shed for sin, was sprink- 
led on the sinner ; the former action made a- 
tonement, the latter declared the offerer clean. 
The blood of Jesus is tlie blood of sprinkling. 
It has made peace tor sinners. It speaks peace 
to sinners, it cleanses from all sin, and it does 
this meritoriously — efficaciously — iufaUilily. It 
heals the wounded conscience, peiiumcs our 
services, and confirms tlic covenant. It secures 
us, as the blood of the Passover did the Israel- 
ites ; and it satisfies the claims of infinite Justice. 
It procured pardon for the guilty — life for the 
dead — ^redemption for the captive — and all grace 
for graceless sinners. As believers we come to 
this blood of sprinkling. We come to hear it, 
for it speaks better tilings than tbe blojd of 
Abel. We come to trust in it, for it alone pro- 
cures us acceptance with God. We come to 
prone it, and enjoy tbe blessedness that results 
from it. We come to pUad it, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
We come to r^oice in it, for it is a source of 
comfort, consolation, and joy. We come by 
faith. We come whenever annoyed by guUty 
disturbed by fears, beset by satan, pinched by 
want, and when death is near. 

Upon the cross my Saviour hung. 

And shed his vital blood ; 
And every wound is now a tongue 

To plead my cause with God* 
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Blessed are they that keep my wt^fs* 
Prov. viii. 32. 

The Lord's ways are various, but tiiey all lead 
to glory, honour, immortality, and etdrnal life. 
There is the way of salvation — or the way to be 
delivered from the guilt, power, and consequen- 
ces of sin. The way of peace — or the way to 
obtain, enjoy, and maintain peace of conscience. 
The way of hoUness — ^in which we acquire and 
increase it. The way of truth — or the way to 
learn, experience, and practice it. The more 
excellent way of charity, by which we recom- 
mend our religion, and benefit our fellow men. 
There is no entering upon, or walking in either 
of these ways but by laith. We are saved by 
grace through faith. By f^ith we have peace 
with God. Purifying their hearts by '.nith. The 
truth of God must be beheved, or it will never 
be practically known. Faith worketh by love. 
Here is the commendation, " that keep my ways** 
They keep the eye on them, the heart toward 
them, ana the feet in them. They keep them 
with care — ^with fear — ^with constancy. Such are 
blessed. For they perceive correctly — ^they 
choose rightly — they walk safely — ^they live hap- 
pily — ^they progress gradually — they proceed 
nonourably — and they end gloriously. Reader, 
are you in the Lord's ways ? Do you love and 
prefer his ways to all other? 

Prone to stray and start aside, 
Saviour ! keep me near thy side , 
Make me walk in all thy wnys. 
Teach me to shew forth thy praise. 



k 
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the promises of God in him. — 2 Cor. i. 20, 

• idl light is in the sun, so all grace is in 
ist. The promises which arc scattered over 
bible, aU centre in Jesus. The promises of 
Hure are divine, they make known the na- 
and disposition of God. They all originated 
race — they are proofs of unbounded benevo- 
ic — ^they display infinite condescension — anil 
f are intended to strengthen our faith and 
e. They are in Chiist. In his mouth as 
trhe Witness — ^in his hand as the Surety of 
better covenant — in his heart ps the Bnde- 
)m of his chiut^h — in his will as tlie gracious 
tator — in his inheritance, as tlie Heir of all 
L^a — and are all coraprehendpd in himself, as 
mercy promised to oiu* f >refut} .crs. He pub- 
S8 them as a Prophet, conf.rms them as a 
ist, and fulfils them as a Ring. Some of 
n relate to the world, and some of them ex- 
ivelv to the church. Some of them regard 
bmly, others the soul. They embrace all 
i, and run forward into eternity. In Christ, 
7 promise is yea to the Greek, and amen to 
Jew ; that is, they are confirmed to all be- 
srs whether Jews or Greeks. Beloved, let 
elieve them — plead them — and rest our souls 
Q them. They were made for us. and shall 
olfilled to us, ior God is faithful. 

Here I repose my trust. 

On these my hopes recline; 
Eternal truth and ri^hteonsnciii 

Appear in every line. 
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Fkry it not in me. — Iniab zxTii. 4. 
It is euy to miitmke the elimctet of God. 
This i« very oftcD done. We think liimwndiiftil. 
We nre afraid of him. But in Jem*, God nMCti 
IIS, blesses us, and KMnre* us, tb>t there i« M 
fury in him. Here ii b ia«f« for bope. If theie 
is no foT)' in Odd, there is lore, «nd I may bo(ie. 
He nill not refiiae m; aimlicadon, desmte my 
prayer, or drive me from nit throne. Here it ft 
source of comfort. If there is do fur; in God, 
the irr^ of roan is Tnin. The r>ge of hell i« 
harmless. Here is an antidofe for my doubt* 
and fean. If there is no fury in God, my dmd 
of death is unfoimded, my fear of rejectiiKi i* 
ehildish, my alarm at the approach of jiidgmont 
is enuseless. Here is a call for mfatude asd 
praise. If there is no fiiry in God, I may drtw 
near, I may confide in him, I may expect good 
thin^ fVom him, I ought to pr&iae him. If 
there is no fury in God, whom ahall I fear7 Of 
what shall I tie afraid? He it a refuge in tron- 
hie. A nell uf living water in the desert. A 
vineyard in the wiWerness. A river, the ttreMU* 
whereof make K^ad th^ city of God. God it not 
wrath, but love. God is not darkness, but light. 
Cliristian, bo careful what view* jou entertain 
of your God. Be sure that they are acnptunJ, 
that they are derived from the new covenant. 
Fury is not in me, — but love, 
Buhold the proof, my Son I gave! 
Aud a^ll my lender merciet move, 
^^ ftom ain, and death, md hell lo sate. 
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Jemt onfy.— Matt. xfi]. 8. 
HoMH and Bliu hid been with them on the 
mount, but they were sone, Jeius only remained. 
Hon many tilings changet or pais anay, ai 
h eal th — wealth — trade — comforts — minister) — 
relatives — youth — vigour — prosperin'. Bot 
nhatcTer cliimges, Jesiia ii tlie same. He ■■ the 
Bame in hia nature, which is love. In his pur- 
pose towards us, which is grace. In his promi- 
ses, which are faithful. Id his offices, as Priest 
— intercessor— King. In his blood, which ia 
BJwevs efiicaciuiis. In hia relations, for he it 
the Father— Brother— Huahand— Friend. The 
sane yesterday, to-day, and for ever. The 
passage forms a suitable motto for us. Jetui 
only, as my plea at the throne of fcrace — as 
the object of niy faith, desire, and confldence — 
aa my hope and ground of acceptance with 
God — as my pattern and example — as my joy 
and song — as my King and Lawgiver — as my 
all in all. Let us endeavour to keep the eye 
and the heart always on Jesua. Let us rejoice 
that when Uoses and Elias departs, Jesus re- 
tnuns. Let us remember, that the dark cloud 
or the bright vision, makes no change in him. 
Let us expect Jesus to sweeten and sanctify all 
beretivements, and to presarve us from the 
snares which accompany prosperity. 
He's all that's goot) and great. 

All (hat lean admirei 

All that Jfho.ah can be.tuw. 

And all in; jmil's dsiira. 
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Rejoice evermore. — 1 Thess. v. 16. 

The cbristiMn is described as happv, "rejoicing 
in Christ Josus/* He is required to be happy, 
** Rt'joice evermore.*' This joy is a finiit of the 
Spirit. It is the ctrcct of faith. It is associated 
with hrp:>. *' Rejoicing in hope." It is the 
soldier, rejoicin;; in his courageous and conquer- 
ing ca])tain. The mariner, rejoicing in his wise 
and experienced pilot. The penitent, rcjoiniig 
in his pardoning and gracious God. The pro- 
digal, rejoicing in his kind and loving father. 
The lover from home, rejoice in his beloved one 
at a (1 'stance. This joy is sometimes unspeak- 
able nnd full of glory. It is always holy joy, 
and is easily danipeil and weakened mr sin. 
Christian, thy G(id bids thee rejoice. The lAXtA'u 
people of old, were exceeding jo^'ful in all 
their tribidntio s. A sohd foundation is laid for 
^hy joy in God's holy word — in his gracious 
covenant— in the fulness of Jesus — and in the 
glorious perfect 'ons of God. Our joy is verv 
often injured, by our uncertainty about our call- 
ing and election, these should be made sure. 
Bv our unbelief, which insults God while it in- 
jures us. By low views of Christ. By a hrsty 
spirit. By worldly entanglements. By an un- 
even walk with God. By selfishness in our ra* 
ligion. Believer^ you ought to be happy. 

Rejoice evermore in the truth and the power, 
And the grace, of your heaveuly Fripnd ; 

Till to us who believe he his glory doth give^ 
Jknd a kingdom that nevor thAll end. 
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nts nutH receivetk sinners. — Luke xv. 2. 

This was a charge brought against our Lord, 
but it is full of consulation to us. He did re« 
*eive sinners, and he received them as sinners. 
Be does receive siuners still, and receives them 
QOtwithstanding then* sins; yen, becuiise of tliem. 
He receives the very worst of sinuers ; however 
worthless, despised by others, or i>ecuhar theur 
circumstances may be. Sinners of every dime, 
At any a^, without making a distinction. Every 
sinner that comes to him, is received by liim. 
He receives them with all their sins upon them, 
however polluted, or however base. lie receives 
thcui without any thing to recommend them. 
Without any reluctance. Most ^aciously. He 
receives them to pardon all their sms. To cleanse 
them from all their defilement. To justify them 
from all charges. To heal all their wounds. 
To make them new creatures. To use them to 
his glory. To make them a peculiar people, 
cealous of good works on earth ; and to glorify 
;hem with himself in heaven for ever. Beloved, 
f you feel that you cannot go to God as a saint, 
^ to Jesus as a sinner. Are you doubting the 
character of your past experience? Go to him 
IS you did at first, or as though you never had 
^ne. Go, for he will receive you. Go. for he 
s at4his very moment waiting to bless you. 

His blood can cleanse the blackest soul. 

And wash your g^lt away ; 
He will present you sound and whol« 

In that tremendous day. 
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/ hiow whom I hove chosen. — John xiii. IP, 
Some have been rboeen tci office, wlio were 
not chosi'u to sntvatiou. Thia vcaa tlie cose uith 
JuiIhs. But all believers are cboien to ever- 
lutini; life. He clioae them u an act of Bover- 
eiftnty. Aa presented to him bj the Father- 
lie chose his people to be his bride — his servants 
— his ivitnessea — hii glory. His chooaiiig them, 
was the cause of their choosing him. He knom 
his chosen ones. His knowledge of them ia po- 
fect. tie knows tliem by name and where ther 
hve— he know* their hearts — their (aith — their 
hope — their love — their fean — their sorrows — 
their works — their wants. His knowli^p^ of 
them is a snurce of comfort to them. He ui- 



people thus, he must be Ood ; for who could 
distmetly know the number, names, residence^ 
hearts, and entire circumstances of a' uumba 
which no man can number, but Ood. Belovei^ 
Jesus knows us so aa to humble our pride — hon- 
our our faith — supply all our needs — guide our 
■teps — and reward our good works. Ever re- 
member, Jesus knows mj ways in the family — 
in the business — in the chureh^in all placet. 
He knows bis chosen ones, as the Father doe* 
his beloved child ; ai the husband does hi^ ten- 
derly attached bride. Thus he knows me. 
No chim hid «e who now enjoj 
The smiles of our redeeming God: 
Hs onlj knows who chose as, why 
^^■ArMtrts m bis ^luMsttoic- 
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Let n* dnm mtar hUitr to God.— I Sam. xn. 36. 
By uatuie we are far from God. By F>ce 
we are recaneiled &nd brought tii|;h. But still 
we lire at a ffrest distisce from bim. In prayer 
we meet wi^ God on a tbrone of grace. We 
■ometimeB enjoj nearuesa, but wc are near to 
him whether we enjoy it or no. Let us keep 
thia view of prayer before our minds, it is dram- 
ing WMT to God. Let ui often pray and bo draw 
nigh to him. la order to thi s we must beheve 
that be ia — we muit embrace the atonement — 
we must credit his word, especially the prumisea 
— we must desire what we ask— we must expect 
what we B«k, if tre really need it, and he ba« 
iwomiaed it — we must plead aa though argU' 
tnent and earneatiieu could prevail— ue must 

Slace our entire confidence iu the name of 
ema — we moat importune until we succeed. 
Hoa ihould we draw near ? With confidence, 
aa children. With reverence, as imnera. With 
frequency, ai dependants. With a pure con- 
■ciende— without wrath or doubting—being care- 
folthatwe do not indulge iniquity iu our hearts. 
Let us dnw near in the closet— m the family — 
in the church — in the street. Let us draw near 
&r we are invited — we are exhorted — we are 
commanded. Therefore we rmut or tin: we 
amtt at tuffer. 

O look with pit; on me, Lord, 
Th; precioiu influence sfibid 1 
From sin and satan set nue &e*, 
And help ma to drsw near to tbae. 



7b obey it belter (Add laerifiee. — 1 Sun. xr, -ii. 

Wc arc pcone to sttncli too much importance 
to ceremonies. Urael liid bo, Thousanils do 
»o uoiv to avery fearful extent. But obedience 
to moral ])rcrept3, out of love to Ood, while de- 
pending for life luid peaee on the finished work 
of Clirist nione, is vi\t:\t pleases Gtxl. To cAief 
in bettiii' than to sacrifice. The obedieoce in- 
tended, reqiures the surrender of the judgineDt — 
the acquiescence of the conscience — the concur- 
rence of the will — and the submission of tba 
whole man to the authority of God. Such 
obcdienec jileBSPR God better than any sacrifice 
which ne cau ufTei', because it is an acknow- 
K-d;i;emeut of liis wisdom and p>i)dneu in re- 
quiring, and it is a hearty compliance with his 
will. But in order to our obeihence being thui 
acceptable, it must beseriptural — sincere — hum- 
ble — uniform— and cmratnnt. Theu it is better 
than any jrifts which we can present, than any 
sutferiugs we can endure. We must obey Oud 
as a Sovereiftu, while we love him as a Fttber. 
We must reverence hia authority, while we trust 
in his promises. Our obedience must be that 
of children, of children living under the smita 
of a fatliei'x love. Our obedience is not to be 
considered a price paid for l>le«iibgs ; but a* the 
proof of love, and the effect of union to Cbiut. 
My God, wilh heivenly misdam bleu. 
And tcauh ma how thyself to pleu* : 
Work in ms both to will and do, 
^^. Hut 1 thy glory nuy ^umu. 
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rke Father himself lovelh ymi.—John Kvi. 2?. 
Luvetli who? All who love Jesus. Audwho 
ipe they 7 Such as beliave his word — rely on 
lii merit! — trust in his name^ — ohserve his 
irdiuiincea^keep his precepta — and lind him to 
le precious to tntiir souls. All such ore belo*- 
:<> of the Fatlier. This love inchiiles his in- 
inite good will timtird them, anil his delight in 
hem. It is an infinite wilUn^ess to do them 
jooil, and to beHtow hlessings upon them. Tbu 
ippeared first ■□ a purpose — then in a promisB 
■"and nt leogth in the glorious work of hit be- 
oved Sua. His love is eternal, immutable, and 
ree. The proofs of it are the coveoaut — the 
■ift of his Son — the beatowment of the Holy 
ipirit — the bible — aligospel priviliges and ipirit- 
lal blexsings — with the kingdom of glory at 
ait. Does the Father himself love us, theit 
Bt us believe the feet, especially when we go to 
trmyer. Thcu let us love him in return, and ba 
rilling to dp and Buffer alt his will. Let ualive 
ilmveVie world, and testify unto it, that the 
Torks thereof are evil. Let us seek the wel- 
are of all be lovet. Let iia pity, plead for, and 
dead with sinners. Let us encoura^ all who 
ire seeking the Lord, assuring them of his love- 
Jet us aim at the increase, union, and ipint- 
nlity of the Church ; bemuse God lovet u^ 
IM every tongiit the Pathet mni. 



k 



218 AUGUST L 

The Lord katkjmimoay iky ra.—S Sran. xii. 13 

The lia of David wai flagrant and feutal. 
He first committed adultery, then made Uriah 
druuk, then planned hit mimler, then aacnbed it 
to divine providence, and lay comparatiyely care- 
leM under the whole for several montfais. At 
Icnj^h he is aroused from his lethargy, and then 
he humbly confesses his transgressions unto the 
LfOrd. Ilis confession was preceded by convic- 
tion, it was attended with compunction, it wis 
confirmed by supplication, and it waa crowned 
with forgiveness. "The Lord hath put away 
thy sin." Sin appears before Ood pleading 
against the sinner. The advocate appears also 
opposing it. He prevails, and God pardons 
the grievous offender. His sin ii so forgiven* 
as to be forgotten. This is pardoning like a God. 
Observe, the man that frankly and luinestly con- 
fesses his sins, will find tliat God fulljr and 
freely pardons. If God puts away our ain, oar 
enemies shall search for it in vain. It shall not 
be found. If God casts your sins behind bi§ bad[» 
you will often place them before your face, in 
order to humble you, to preserve you from turn* 
ing again to folly, and to inspire vou with grati- 
tude and love. So did David, he says, " My 
sin is ever before me." Pardoned sillnera, are 
always sorry /or sin, afraid of sin, and watdifol 
against sin. 

Jesus, giver of contrition, 

Giver thou of pardon art ; 
Wound me, O my kind physician. 

Break, and vhen\>uid >v^ loi VmxV; 
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Tk9 Uti memjf, — 1 Cor. zv« 26. 
The diriitiaD hu many enemies, but through 



ice be shall oreroome tbem all. " The last 
emy that shall be destroyetl is death." Death 
an enem^ to kingdoms, cutting down the wise, 
e patriotic, and the philanthropic. It is an 
emy to congr^^ons, removinji^ the active, 
e bene?olent» and the unprofitable hearer. 
ia an enemy to churches, robbing them of 
eir officers, tiieir teachers, the youthful, the 
ToCed, and the most zealous members. It 
an enemy to famihes, taking away the parent, 
e husband, the wife, the offspring. It is an 
emy to individuals, to saints, but especially 
sinners. It was an enemy to our Lord Jesus 
urist It is the last enemy. The last in irs 
troduction, satan comes nrst, then sin, then 
ath. It is the last in its attack, we have dis- 
•e, often age, and then death. It is the last 
ftt will be destroyed, for God has decreed it, 
irist has promised it, saints pray for it, the 
urclf anticipates it, and Jesus is coming to ez- 
nte the judgment written. Yes, it shall be de- 
•oyed certainly, perfectly, for ever. But even 
>w the saint may defy its power, be reconciled 
its attack, long for its stroke, rejoice in its 
US, and spring from its grasp to the enjoy- 
snt of unspeakable glory. 

O Lord ! that I may thus depart, 
Thy joys to share, tiiy fiuse to see, 
Impress thine image on my heart, 
And teach me now to walk with thee. 



O v>hen vilt IkoH come bkIo m 
The (ircwnre of tbe Lord ii 



Thcv 



nitliout it. He a tlie object of 
•ourre of tlieir enjoyment— the 
deiirea — nml the hfe of their h 
prejrnt sll his welt, but if be ia 
cnn yielil them Hitirfxclioit. Tb 
their loiili ntn find no repose, t 
rest. The reiwon* are Tnany, ii 
their life — in hi* fellowship Is we 
In hie presence is f\ilnen of 
reit — refreshment — anil victory, 

Eromotet their iiincci fl cation - 
eartB — and ripens the fnuls of g 
the excellency of their religion, 
visits his |ieop1e. Tbey u 
sense of his preaei 
they eannot but long for it H^i 
inv, desiring, importiinnte loiil si 
Remler, have you enj'>yed thepn 
Do you enjoy if now? Can yoti 
Btitutc for ilT Are you crying wi 
soul followeth hard after thee T" 
wilt thou come mto nle 1" Or, 
der mercies come unto me, that 
thy law is my delight?" If y( 
about (juil's presence, you are a 






UM,z_ 



My tm. 
To God 



i\ae Gad, a-<p 
a Lord, and U 
Th* jo/i wuieh from thy prei 
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Oh that Ood would speak /— Job xi. 5. 

Job's friends mistook his esse. They failed 
to convince him by their reasonings. They 
were desirous to do so, therefore one of them ut 
length exclaims, '* Oh that God would speak ! " 
Thus the believer often exclaims, it supposes 
m desire to accomplish a certain end ; a per- 
suasion of the insufficiency of all but God ; a 
kind and benevolent feeling. To whom may we 
desire God to speak? To ourselves, to assure 
us of our interest in his love — to relieve us un- 
der our distresses — and to establish us in the 
truth. To sinners, to quicken them — to con- 
vert them — to bring them forth on the Lord's 
■ide. To nummers, to comfort them — to 
strengthen them — and to set them at lil>erty. 
To backsliders, to reprove and restore them to 
holiness, to happiness, and to usefulness. What 
does the exclamation teach us? Confidence 
in God. To apply to God in all difficult cases. 
Tried believer, God will speak /or thee. Devoted 
christian, God will speak with thee. How does 
he sp|eak ? By his word. By his providence. 
By his Spirit. Then let us listen to hear his 
voice. Let us look for the effects of his word. 
Let us plead with him often to speak to us, bv 
bis preachers, by his ordinances^ by his word» 
and by every dispensation. 

Sweet is the voice of heavenly peace. 

Which spreads his gospel o'er 
Then let his servants trust his ^n^ot, 

Nor turn to folly more. 



I 
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Domg the vfiU of Oodfiram^k 
£ph. vi. 6« 

Here is a point to be ascertained^ wl 
will of God ? The will of God corn 
nnner is, that he should believe him— 
-—obey him. His will concerning a b 
that he should reverence his authority 
his word — and observe his precepts 
preceptive ^ill revealed in the New T 
u plain, and that is to be the rule of 
duct. Here is a duty to be perfcmni 
the will of God. To do it, thoueh it < 
opposition of our fellow men — ^thougl 
our natural inclinations. We are to cfo f 
will. To perform a Master's comm: 
keep a Sovereign's laws. To obey a 
precepts. The manner in which that 
DC done, is also pointed out, from t 
As every evil proceeds from the neai 
praved by sin, so every good thing proo 
the heart as renewed by grace. 'Doiuj 
of God from the heart, that is, nol 
straint, but willingly. From the hear 
from conviction — from low. Doing it 
throviiog the energies into it. Belove< 
seeking to know the will of God ? Are 
ing to (/o it? Do you act up to the 
now have ? Is your obedience hearty 1 

Be Christ my pattern and my guid 
His image may I bear, 

O may I tread his sacred steps. 
And hit bright glories share ! 




Wait Hum o*f|r Mptm God.— Pa. Isii 
Wliat does wtitin); npon God tupi 
Dtpendanee, It » the poiture of « lut 
•erTBnt — « ehild, Prvmut. Miiny tliii 
promiied ui. Indeed all f^od lliinjn. 
mutt believe — feel our need^ieek lor thi 
inp. Wait God* time. Hope. It ii 
tmtkm tb>t brings lU to God, keepi ut 
upon Go<1, and is the spring of all apiril 
tian. Daire. UnlcM I dctirc to receiv 
Ood, I ihHll Dot look to God, aor shall 
upon Goil. Obedieiux. We are comi 
to wait upon the Lord, and the neglect i 
doty i* rin. What doei wailing upon G 
dudeT It includei faith in his nonl. i 
cation at bi* tbmne. Attendance upon 
dinancei. Habitual looking out for aur 
pnyer, and the interference of God on c 
half. Eyeing God in all places, and in all 
Acknowledging liim aa the source and g. 
alleood thing*. Let u* glance at the itijui 
" Wait thon only upon God." Then an 
then are yon safe — ^holy — wealthy — con 
thriving — It^py. Wait on the Lord for i 
tief-d, in all you do, and espcrinlly nhe 
plexed and troubleil. The waitinfr soul i 
of the blesain^. for lie ha* ptomitcd, * 
aball not be atbamed that wait for me." 

With humble faith 1 vait. 
To see thj Eu» again t 

Of Iirul it shall ne'er be uid. 
He Mtyinht the Lord In Tshi. 
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Tkos€ that hope im his merey. — Vs. exli 

Mercy t3rmpathi8es with miaery, and t1 
erable are the objects of mercy. God 1 
▼eftled his mercy to us in Jesus, in w 
appears in its tenderness, plentitude, con 
and power. We can expect nothing fra 
tice, for we have sinnen ; but we may 
eveiT thing from mercy, for God deli^fa 
it. The first thing the sinner seeks for, is : 
and the last thing the saint appeals to, is 
There are many who have not the assun 
fedth, th^ cannot say, " He loired me ai 
himself for me." 1* hey feel as if ibey 
not call God, " Father." It appears pn 
tion in them to claim the promiaea, appr 
the doctrines, or to say, '* The Lord is my 
But they do hope in God's mercy, 
cheers them, encourages them, and at 
gives them joy. Because God shews nq 
sinners through Jesus, they hope he wil 
mercy to, them. They do not feel that t] 
pardoned', but they hope that they al 
They are not sure that they shall be aav 
they are looking for the mercy of ou] 
Jesus Christ. Bow precious to them 1 
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hfieated Ooc/.— GiL L \&. 
I u apeBking of bein); Mparated from hi* 
'• nomb, of being caUed by grace, of 
being revealed in hitn, and of his iKing 
1 preacher, and an apostle of the Lord 
Dbriit, aud he tracei up the whole to the 
■e of God. It pleaaed God to couvert, 
rate, and crown the Apostle with such 
it lucceu. There was nothing in him to 
! it, nothing to move God to do it. Ho 
juM becauae be woidd, because it pleased 

do it. So in our ca«e. Do we differ 
then? From our former selves? Who 
I* to differ 7 Have we spiritual ^fts and 
f Why were they conferred upon us, 
t on othETi whom we know? We can 
t to no cauae but the sovereign good 
« of God. Be hath mercy on whom he 
ve merey, and hath compaision because 

haye compasaion. When all hare more 
ley deaervc, none have cause to complain. 
MK aome are peculiarly favoured, it be- 
diem to trace their &voun to their proper 
, and be grateful. " The Lord tsketh 
« m hia people, he will beautify the meek 
ilvadon.''^ "The Lord irill not fbrtake 
iple, for hia great name aalie, becauae it 
I the Lord to make them hit people." 
r* gloriaus arm (he work hath wrought, 

sou abhors a boasting thought ; 
yn Ma fact I hoinUy own, 

pniM 1* due U (race alone. 
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What do ye more than othert F — MbXL ▼. 47* 

WhHt do you possess more than others ? Look 
around at the asyhim — at the union house — t 
the ]jris(>u — at the hospital — at tlie sick room— 
at the hovel. Look at the hhud — the deaf— 
the ianie — tlie dumb — the insane — the idiot 
Look baok at whatsaintsonce were called to en- 
dun-, see thu wanderer covered only with a sheep 
skin — the eonfessior in his dungeon — the martyr 
at the stake — ^the praying slave under the lash 
of his (U'uel owner. Look at thy heart — at the 
bible — at the sanctuary. Look up into heaven. 
Look ilrtwu into hell. Can you count your 
mercies ? Have you not received much ? What 
do yuu profess mure than others ? That your 
principles are far better than those of the world* 
liup — the pas^n — ^the papist — and many pro- 
fessed protestaiits. You profess to give the Lord 
the heart, the head, the nand, the life, the pro- 
perty, tiie all. What do ye more than others? 
For the poor — the church — ^the world? For the 
70ung? For the spread of the gospel, and -the 
Iionor of Christ? Do you do more than some 
heathens, or papists, or worldhngs? You know 
more than otiiers. You talk more than others. 
More is expected froxn. you than others. Seo 
therefore* that you do more than others, or your 
profcHsiou will be justly suspected. 

'N^'here is the holy walk that suits 
Tiie name and character we bear f 
And where are seen those heavenly fruits, 
Timt shew W4»'re not what onoe we werv f 




AUGUST 10. 227 

Iff fio^ the Lord your God with you, 
1 Chron. xidi. 18. 

Believer, it is your privilege to have the Lord 
always with you. He is pledged to you by pro- 
mise. He has said, " 1 am with vou ahv:ivs.*' 
'• I will never leave you nor forsake you." He 
ia with you as a Father to care for you ; as the 
Omnipotent God to defend you. He is with 
you to counsel you in difficulty — to guide yott 
in perplexity — to strengthen you in weakness— 
to deliver you in danger — ^and to comfort you in 
all your tribulations. Your God has always 
proved himself to be true to his word. If not 
the Lord your God with you ? Poor Christian I 
Tempted soul! Tried believer! Sick saint! is 
not God with you ? Who sustains you ? Who 
supplies you? Who preserves you from des|>er- 
ation ? He is with you. But if so, whv fear 7 
why complain ? Look up to him. Call upon 
him. Trust in him. If the Lord be with you, 
you are a match for satan — for the world — for 
every trouble — ^yea, for death itself. Endeavour 
Co realize the fact, God is with me. Say, '* The 
Lord of Hosts is with us, the Gbd of Jacob '» 
our refuge; therefore will we not fear.**^ 
^I will trust and not be afraid, — ^for thtf 
Lord Jehovah is my strength and my umgt 
be also is become my salvation." 

With us is Jehovah of Hosts, 
Our God, as in Jacoh of old ; 

Oar soul of his faithfalnf^ss boaets, 
And in God we our refuge behold 1 
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/ ftorc loced yom. — John siii. 31. 

The lore of Christ is an eshansuble m 
I: is full of sweetness. He loved us bcfo 
knew him, and he manifested his love h% 
ferring our nature to angels, br TngVing j 
and sufEcient atonement for our sins, by 
quehng all our spiritual foes, by going to h 
as our Forerunner, by sending down the 
Spirit, by acting as our Advocate and Interc 
and by sympathising with us. He has disp 
his love in his dealings with us. He fooi 
enemies to God, and he reconciled us. He 
with us when under conviction of sin. He \ 
us, for we cannot be trusted alone for one 
ment. He only chastens, when he might ^ 
punish us. He restores us firom all our 
derings. He carries on his work, and su] 
. * all our needs. He rejoices to save us, tl 

: j great sinners. He does every thing ti 

' necessary for us, and does all cheerfimy. 

love is displayed in nhat he intends to do. 
\ will come and fetch us as our Bridegoom. 

will separate us from all sinners. He will c 
us with glory. He will publicly marry us 
will exalt us to his throne. He will liiing 
reign where we served, to rejoice where w< 
fered, and to shine where we were put to si 
Glorious Snviniir! Thv love indeed ns 
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Gtpe an oeeowif of thy stewardship. — Lu. zri. 3. 

Wc are in office. We were put into office by 
mother. Our office is one of trust and respon- 
tibiKty. It requires the exercise of the head — 
the heart — the hand — the foot. A steward 
should be active — ^faithful — diligent — and keep 
the reckoning day in view; We must give an 
account. We may be called upon to do so soon 
— suddenly. Our Master is coming, and we 
must give an account of our time, how it has 
been occupied ; for, or against him. Of our 
talents, how engaeed ; as money, voice, influence. 
Of our souls, and all their powers ; as under- 
standing, will, aflections, and memory. Of our 
conduct toward others, and the cause of God. 
Of the sentiments we entertain and propagate. 
Of our opportunities for usefulness. Beloved, 

Sm are a steward, do you realize this? Your 
ble is the master's rule, and your directory, 
do you search it as such ? Your master's eye is 
alwavs upon you, do you constantly bear this in 
mind? Opportunities of usefulness are tests 
and trials, which prove your spirit and dispo- 
sition, do jou view them as such ? The day of 
the Lord is at hand, then all our accounts will 
be settled, and then however treated now, every 
fiiithful steward will " have praise of God.'' O 
to realize our responsibility, and act accordingly! 

All-righteous and eternal Judge, 
When summoned at thy bar to stand. 
May I acquitted and approv'd 
Be crown'd with bliss at thy right hand 
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Ye art the chiUhen of the Lord your God. 
]>out, xiv. I. 

Important nnd intrreittiiig relation thia.— 
Chililreii of Gwl. Wlio an; lo ? Tho«e irb 
are boru apnin. In wlioin a nen nature pra 
Aaces new ilesinii — new tostts — new aoirocra- 



nilcT obtifcation. Chililre 
■hoiiltl tielieve nhat [liuii Father aavi — do wba 
their Father hiiln — go where their rather send 
tmst in a Fatlier'a care— expect what a Fathe 
pruiijlBCs — anil bok for a Fatber'a iu|i|ilici 
Wliat comfiirt lucli a relationship aft'onli I Yoi 
are not, jou cannot be fnemlleM. You are no 
or|)hans, jou have a Fatlier, and on incompan 
ble Futhcr. You should not despond, but re 
raemUur, in all your trials, a Father's love : it 
poverty yoi.r Father's wealth : under repruaches 
your honorable relation : in sickness, your bap 
py home: in death, your eniUess life. "Be 
hold wliat manner of love the Father hath be 
■towed upon us, that we should he called thi 
sons of Uo<1. Beloved, now arc tve the son 
of God, anil it dolh not yet appcni what wi 
■hall be, but ne know tliat when he thai 
appear we shall be like liini; for we ihal 
\ bim aa he . is." 

Ohi Ut a sense of thi> thy grace 

My best aFectinna m^ire, 
That, while my lips thy pralie proclaii^ 

iij hunt nuy feel thy leva, 
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GiM, owl it ahall bt givtA mlo jo«.— Lu. *i. 38. 
The tencher of this precept hna set u* the ex- 
ample. " For ye know the grace of oui Lord 
Jeaiu Cbrist, that though lie wai rich, yet (or 
your ukea he became poor, that ye thruujjh hi* 
pOTCrty might be rich." In bim also we (e» 
n illusCrntiun of tlie promiae. " He humbled 
bimtelf and became olieilient unto ileath, even 
the death of the crosa. yv'herefore (iod alio 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which u above every name," Thi> precept U 
" oiVB." Be liberal. Give ro every good caute 
if you have the meaaa. Give from a g >od mo- 
tive. Give with a good eml m vievc : os M dia- 
diBrge a neceaaary duty, or t» promote Che wel- 
fare of tonnkind, or to honor God. Give by a 
Kood rule, according aa Gud batli given to yoti. 
The promise is, "It hiiall bb given you." 
Who is it makeathepromiie? lie who can ful- 
fil it, for be ie nih. He who mil fulfll it, for 
he is good. He who twtt fulfil it, for he ia 
faithful. The promise is made to every libetal 
aool. The promise extends to body and iotd, 
to time and eternity. Ita exlent is " good mea- 
anre, pressed down, shaken together, and mo- 
ning over." V/e sow a lew grains, ami reap a 
barvett. Are you liberal? Does your liberality 
lloiv from faitb in Christ, and love to hia name i 

If profit he thy scope, 

Dilhiie thin* dmi about; 

Tbe •carlriling pmspert laying ii{i, 
- Tti* chriaiiiu, lnyiiig dkI. 




spirit. 'Thej are not of the 
Jesiia iTHs not of the irorld. B 
priiileped they arc entirely de 
nei'd kpepiiig. Coiistmit keepinj 
of H (Jod, no f ne else is suffci 
thrm. Tlieir we.ikncsa is ver 
roai! u rough, th:irny, snd dan 
foes ire muiy, and tb^ are vigila 
and determined. Their fearg 
their courage very Binall. Still 
fnr the Lonl is tlieir keeper. 1 
from pridE^yr.'aumption — aeci 
tnlliag. He keepa them by Iiii 
Spiiit — by truds — by disappoinl 
reai-ements— by hit angels — and 
CCS. They are safe whom God I 
tbey. He keepa all his Mint 
eiiception. But he keepa nc 
therefore many professors tall. 
kept through faitn, by hit power, 
" Ildld thou me up, and I shall 
Siiinuri I Irutt Ih; tkttbfu 
To iipliolri mv ffciingi in thy 
'TillniJkingBithmy God 
The ylorioiu )i1bos prepared 
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In thy righteousness shaU tkeff be exalted. 
Pa. kouix. 16. 

In whose righteousneis? In the righteousnesi 
of God^ for we have none of our own. He has 
pnmd^ a righteousness for us, he freely gives 
It to us, we receive it hy faith. Our relieion is 
peculiar, for we are wise in the wisdom of ano- 
ther, even our Head — we are rich in the wealth 
of another, even oiur elder Brother — and we are 
righteous in the righteousness of another, even 
the righteousuess of our Saviour. This magni- 
fies the kw — ^fills the soul with joy — and endures 
for ever. In this righteousness we are exalted 
above the condemning power of the law — above 
the wicked designs of satan — above the present 
evil world — and above the sting and power of 
death. It exalts us to peace and friendship 
with God — ^to the adoption of children — to 
boldness and access with confidence into the 
presence of God — to sit in the heavenh^ with 
Christ — and to endless glory. It exalts our 
views of God's character and perfections, and 
of Jesus in his person, work, and love. Let us 
prize this righteousness, daily wear it, and plead 
it always for acceptance with God. It is our 
wedding dress, our impenetrable shield, and our 
title to the heavenly mansions. It secures, it 
comforts, it strengthens, and it. elevates us. 

Let otiiers in the i^udy dress 

Of fancied merit shine ; 
The Lord shall be.my righteousness, 

The Lord for ever mine. 
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Continue in prayei\ — Col. iv. 2- 

Prayer is always necessary, and it is always 
profitable. But ue often restrain praver befioftt 
God. This is sinful. It dishonors Gfod, and it 
injures us. In prayer we do homajge to the 
perfections of God. We exercise faith on his 
omnipresence. We express our dependence on 
him for our supplies. We evince the sincerity 
of our profession. We acknowledge our po- 
verty and weakness. We unburden the mmd 
of our secret trials. We give vent to our feel- 
ings of joy and sorrow, of gratitude and grief. 
We confess our sins, acknowledge our back- 
elidings, and obtain pardon and restoring grace. 
We give utterance to our desires, and spread 
our case before the Lord. Prayer is the me- 
dium of communication between God and our 
souls ; we communicate our thoughts, feelings, 
fears, and desires ; and he communicates light, 
strength, comfort, and grace to us. Prayer is 
a very im{)ortant duty : it is a great privilege. 
Many things will conspire to lead us to neglect 
it. But in prayer we should be constant — ^fer- 
vent — believing — hopeful — incessant. God loves 
it, satan hates it, and every true christian values 
it. We should be always in a praying frame, 
though we cannot be always in a praying |H>s- 
ture. It is always necessary — profitable — and 
acceptable to God. 

We perish if we cease from prayer. 
Lord, grant us power to pray 1 

And when to mee^thee we prepare. 
Oh ! meet u% by the way. 
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T%e upright hot thet. — Song i. 4. 
^one sre upright b3' niture, for none ie«k to 
der to God the thinfrs which are God'*, and 
men tbc thing* which are mrn'i. But thii 
uprightueM. It floni fi-om gmpc. It ia the 
«t anil jitoof of a new creation. The truly 
.■ight reftard the eye of God. aa tiled u]ion 
in : the vnirA of God, la biniling upon tlicmt 
: approbation of Goil, m the chief thing to be 
ight by thum ; and the judjniicnt of God, u 
<»t important to them. Tlip upright lova 
<u*. They alt know him, and liiglily esteem 
n. Thty love him uprightly, and a> tha 
>of of it, they rejoice in i.ia presence — tliey 
■■ grieve d at hia absence — they desire the 
scat union with him — they aim to please 
a in all thinea — they will give up ei'iTUliing 
him — they love to s^ieak of him, anil they 
my apeak well of hini— they will do any 
ng for him, perform any duty, aroid any *in, 
^ey will choose to suffer for him rather tlian 
ly or dishonour bim. Reader, are you up- 
ht? Do viiu love JesuB? Sincvrely? Sa- 
:me1y7 £)very upright bouI Iotgi him. — 
u are not u])rigbt if you do not. Terrihlo 
:be denui:datiun of the inspired Apostle, "If 
f man lore nut onr Lord Jesus Cbriat, l«t 
a be «cciiT«ed nben the Lord cometh." 
JfliHS, my b»lni for every ill. 

My life in deith thou an i 
Tliy lipa ■* lilies pale, distil 

Tin viyrrb that heals my heart. 
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Mj/ soul re/vsfd to be comforted. — Pa. lixrii. 2. 
God bss proTiilcil suitable and BufUdmt con- 
fbtt for his |)eoplt. lie eends tbem comfortm ^ 
just us their cirrumstnnces require. But thtj ' ^ 
■t tjinci refuse to hear the voice of the channn. ^ 
The Lord lins perhaps teken aw«y ma idol— a Ip 
he witholiU his lensitle presence, that tliey in^ ^* 
leam to lire by fixitb — or he hai blighted thef "T 
worldly prospects — or he lit* written vanity nJ *' 
em|itlnc>!i iipnn all their gourda, cistemi, uJ ^ 
dt'1i,i!hts. They ^ve way to passion, as did ^' 
Jonaii — or tbei' sink into sullen eloom — or alio* ^ 
UDhiiiubled pfidu to rale the npirit — or yield to I ^ 
extreme sonotv, as Bachel diil — or fall under i < 
the ]Kiwer of temptation^or imbibe the notioBi J 
that they have no right to comfort. This is ' ' 
wrong, all wrong, decideiUy wrong. Look rt ' 
what is left Tou : at ivbat the gospel pre i e n ts 
to you: at what heaven nill be to you. But ' 
the Ptatmiit wa* recovered from this state, lie 
was convinced that it was wrong. He wai sonj 
for his BID. He waa reformed in his spirit ana 
roiiduct. He wrote this psalm to initnict,ea» 
tiim, and nam us. Observe, they who are en- 
titled to all comfort, often through their own 
folly, enjoy the least. The Lord's people are 
often their own tormentors, they put away the 
cup of comfort from them, and la; they are 
unworthy of it. 

O Ihou Source of everj b Issuing 
Chase my sorrons, cheer iry heart, 

Till in liesTtn, thy smiles possessing, 
Life, and joy, and pewa impart. 
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Bei9faiikflAlthatpromued.'--Reh. x. 23. 

rhe promises of God were freely made ; but 
ii|p made, they must be fulfiled, for God is 
'Jinil. lie has promised us as believers eternal 
I — ^tbe pardon of all sin — purity of heart — 
lee of conscience — growth in grace — perse- 
«noe in his ways — su])port under all our trials 
mpplies for all our wants — and that all things 
ill work together for our good. These pro- 
les we should believe, and expect the Lord 
make them good. He is faithful to his pro- 
les, this is clear from the infinite perfection 
his nature — the stability of his well-ordered 
'enant — ^his solemn oath — the testimony of 
Ids saints — the gift of his beloved Son — the 
tory of the church in all ages — and the de- 
n with which the promises were made. Let 
therefore remember, that, *' faithful is he that 
leth you, who also will do it.'' BeHeve, 
^ " the Lord is ftdthfxd, who shall stablish 
If and keep you from evil :" or "the evil one." 
.d let us commit the keeping of our souls to 
n in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 
B cannot place too much confidence in his 
id, nor too steadily expect its fulfilment. 
iaven and earth may pass away, but his word 
1 undergo no change. It is changeless as his 
ture, and immutable as his throne. Nothing 
so stable as God's word. 

Trae to his word, God gave hiS'Son 
To die for crimes which men had dont t 
Blest pledge ! be never will revoke 
A single promise he has spoke. 



Perfect in Chrial Jeius. — O 
Tlie believer pBinfiillv provei t 
perfect in himself. Imperfeclion 
■tamped upon sit fae feeU, upon 
bii jovs^and aorrotvs: and upt 
on his prayers — liU praises — aa 
formnnces. What says the ugh, 
from hid full heart? Imperfect 
the groan, which ascemU from 
bosom 1 Imperfect. Wlint says I 

f listens in bis eye. or rolls dam 
muerfect. But there is perfect 
In him there is a pei'fect atonemei 
tu. A perfect ri^hteoiu.ie«, tn jr 
feet holiness, to sanctity ii«. Perl 
direct and instruct us. We beca 
uninn tu him, far as his bride ive b 
with him in all that he has. Hy i 
him, for of his fulness we receive 
erace. By being with him, ftrr wi 
into the same image from t;lory < 
as bj; the Spirit of the Lord. Oi 
tion is decreed, promised, provide 
be renlized. Christ now reiirese: 
feet, he 'I'll! make ii4 perfect, and 
us iu futt perfecti'jn. Deh,rhtful 
(hall be perfectly holy and perfect 



Fulitllcd the Iswa demiDiIi 

Tip " I in them, and thoy ir 

For thus the union Mtoit. 



AUGUST 22. 23» 

Thou hati a tittk itm^M.— Rer. iii. & 
Snoers tre atrengthleu. Siinti are veiy 
weak biir rbey have a little itrcDftth. Strength 
m provided for us in Jeaua, he is the atrengtli of 
the poiir. Streiii(t1i is promi'ed u» in the vron), 
Ood sais. "I wiii »tren:the.i thee." Strenifth 
iijveiented to us i)y the )»>aiiel, nliii-h pays, 
'Be atroaEm the L«rd, andin tliep<iwerof bia 
might." Strength it tii lie reeiiived bv faith. Id 
•ntner to prayer— in the ihli^ent emplovment 
of what we have — br virtue of our union to 
Jem*. We have a little (tren.!t>i, let u> pray for 
(Dore. Let UB hold fast and hold on. We should 
be fateful for the provisiuD rancle, the promiie 
given, and the welcome we receive at thethroDS 
of grace. We should use what we have against 
Mtan, s^a. and the world ; «nd for God. anil tbe 
promotion of his cause. We ought to seek for 
more. Ood will not refuse us. He c«Dnot 
iny hi* word. We need mure, and we may 
aooD need more than we do at present. What 
• mrrey that we have a little, for we were ones 
witlMmt Btrength. We have a little now, we 
en pramiied enough, and we shall be strontf 
by sad by. It is sweetly teaCified of our Oodt 
that be givetli power to the faint ; and to tbcnk 
that have no might, he increaseth strength. 
Believer, wait on him, nnd be wilt ai 
tbee with strengtli in thy soul. 

filuid in the Ssnoui'a m^lil 
With all his strength endujJ i 

And tike to arm you for the flghl, 
Tbe panoply of God. 
















240 AUGUST 23. 

Aequamted with gritf, — Iiai. liii. S 

Strange acquaintance for the Son of 
The briehtneM of glory, and the expreaa 
of the Father's penon 1 But he came in 
world on purpose, that he might know 1 
perience lul that his people luul suffered 
all that his people deserved. He hail he 
sorrow. He had seen it in others. But 1 
never felt it himself. He took our nature 
came into our place. He began to sn 
soon as he was bom, and he pursued a coi 
suffering until he died. In the sweat < 
brow he ate his bread. The reproaches ol 
that reproached his Father, fell on him 
became intimate with grief. He knew it 
its varieties. In all its depth. No on 
suffered so much, or from so many causei 
constantly as he. He visited jov oocaai< 
but he dwelt with grief. It was his comii 
Christian, thy Lord suffered for thee ; £ 
fered like thee ; he suffered far, far mon 
thee; and now he can sympathise witb 
He knows by experience what human 
feels. He knows the ^ect of grief up 
nerves, and the spirits, and the tempa 
suffered from all quarters, from heaven, 
and hell; and therefore he is able, he is mc 
succour thee in all thy sorrows, griefs, anc 

As man, he pities my complaints ; 
His power and truth are all divine; 
He will not fail, he cannot faint ; 
Lord, make thy full salvation mine! 



AUGUST 24. 241 

Tke whole /ami/j.— Ephei. iii. 15. 
The church of Chriit is a fnmily. Part of 
it ii in heaven, part on earth, and part is not yet 
Ivonght into existence. God is the Father of 
the whole. Ever; child is alike the object of . 
hi* love, care, and compassion. Each one live! ' 
in bis sight, and is dear to his heart. He ivill 
not part nith one. Jesus, vrho is Surbtv for 
the whole, 'will never have to say with the trou< 
bletl jiatriarch, "one is not." Those in heaven 
differ from us in place, in purity, in hap|)iness, 
■nd employment ; but thej are not more loved 
than we are. The whole family is alike be- 
loved, reileemed, adopted, and destined to perfect 
holiTiesa and happiness. Every name is recorded 
in the book of life; and engraved on the 
Saviour's hands. Heaven is the family mansion. 
Our Father's house. Tke kini^om is our Fa- 
ther'a frift. For us he prepared it, before the 
foundation of ihe world ; and with pleasure he 
beitows it upon us. We are all one in Chriit. 
Let ns therefore love the brotherhood. Let us 
endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. Let us treat every Cliristian 
kindly, seeing the Saviour says of what is done 
to them, "ye did it anto me." You cannot 
hurt a saint, but you injure the Saviour. Tba 
Head auffers in the members, the Father in his 

Lorn, msy my spirit fjim a psri 

Of Ihit thrice happjr whole, 
UeriTe its pulM fiom thee the UuiT, 

lU lite C'Om thee the Soul I 



212 AUGUST 26. 

On mine arm shall they trust, — Isaiah H. 5. 

And well they may, for it is nerved with om- 
nipotence, it is directed by infinite wisdom, aud 
it IS employed by tenderest love. It is stretched 
out fur us to lean upon, for support ; to work 
for us, and to secure a supply ; to fight for us, 
and defend us from our foes ; and to carry us 
when we are unable to go, that we may make 
progress in weakness, and when sick. It is a 
Fatlier's arm, yet the arm of God. It is a Savi- 
our*s arm, and* yet the arm that sustains heaven 
and eai'th. It is our Brother's arm, and yet the 
arm that bars the gates of heU, and holds every 
fallen spirit in check. On this arm we must trust, 
nut on our own. We must be weaned from 
trusting on all other. We must be brought to 
trust \vnolly and always on the Lord's. Thii is 
warranted by the word. It is approved and 
commanded by our God. It is rewarded in our 
present experience. They shall trust in dark- 
ness and difficulty — for all my promises contain 
— because they feel the necessity of it — and 
when all beside fails and deceives them. God 
hath said, and he will surely bring to pass. He 
will have us trust in the arm of his power, fol- 
low the leadings of his providence, aim at the 
advancement of his cause, and live dependant 
on his buuuty, or we shall not know happinen. 

Arm of the Lord, whose wond'rous power 

The world and all things made, 
Thou art our strength, defence, aud tower, 

Our ever present aid. 




AUGUST 26. 243 

We eomU them happy which endure, 
James v. 11. 

Oar afflictions are trials. Every professor 
diall be tried. Many faint in the day of ad- 
Viersity. Some go back and walk no more with 
the Saviour. The efiect of the stroke is accord- 
ing to the nature of that on which it falls. The 
•oitenedj yields ; the hardened, flies. Some un- 
der this disci^ine fall at his feet, but others fly 
m his &ce. Happy is the man who meets his 
trials like a christian, with humility, faith, forti- 
tude, and patience. Who endures them with- 
out repining, complaining, and rebelling against 
God. He looks not so much at the rod, as at 
the hand that uses it. Nor only at the hand, 
but at the heart that guides the hand. He says, 
*' It is discipline. It is chastisement. It is my 
Father who strikes, and he never corrects for 
Ids own pleasure but my profit, to make me a 
partaker of his holiness. I have prayed for 
deeper sanctification, he is answering my prayer. 
I have desired brighter evidences for heaven,' 
asid he is granting them. Shall I then complain ? 
The cup which my heavenly Father giveth me, 
shall I not drink it?" Such a man endures 
affliction, he meets it, he bears it, he improves, 
it as a christian. He is blessed. His triab 
vtaut do him good. Nor will they continue long. 

Wisdom and mercy guide my way { 

Shall I resist them both ! 
A poor blind creature of a day, , v 

And cmsh'd before the moth. 



The believer's journey lie« throufilh w 
linil. His counc is lined with tributat 
pilgrintHge is exlminting and weu^ii 
rendered more iPiiug bj- bis own we.il 
tlic innard cunflict. But it is the onl 
the city of hnbitntion. It leniU to tb 
tlie iulivricauct: pniTiiiBed. A.nil the Lc 
accompanies bis saints, his holy oiiea. 
Iiis mercies to theii condition, an<f i 
ccmmunira iuiii to their wanta. H^ 
tliem fram being overcome, su that nt 
it may be said to them, " There hnth 
tation taken yuu, but such as is c( 
men; but God is faitl.ful, who will 
yiitt to be temiited above that yc are 
will with the temptBtion also make 
escape, that ye may be able to bear 
preserves them from beinp driven h 
huf filed by satan, making his strenc 
in their weukneis, and proving that hi 
sufficient for them. He preserves tbe 
wntcbful eye— a powerful arm — and 
beort. Beluved, lojk hack and sec h 
jireserved you. Look forward ani] tn 
preserve you in all time to come, it ia 
■— »" pre«irtc his sainu in their com 
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AUGUST 28. 

A Great High Priest— Heh. iv. 14. 

The Lord Jesus is in office for us. He ii 
priest. He was appointed, anointed, and 
to do the ))riest's office on our behalf. He 
to make an at('nement for our sins, and he 
made it. An atonement which is radiant ' 
all the frlories of Deity. Infinite in its vs 
and eternal in its eftioncy. It has ox]:i 
our guilt, and made a perlect satisfaction icr 
offences. Now he is employed in intcrccc 
for us. For this he lives. In this work h 
always engaged. lie also presents our pray 
our various services, and our poor gifts to 
Father, having perfumed them with the inc« 
of his own merits. He averts every evil fi 
BS, procures every good for us, and \)Outs d< 
innumerable favours upon us. He.i« now in 
holiest, offi-'«ting before the throne; he 
sprinkled the blood, he offers the incense, 
he will soon come out to bless us. He is 
only a priest, but "the high priest." Note 
the high priest, hut "A great High Priei 
Superior to all other, in the dignity of his i 
ton, in the completeness of his qualificatic 
and iu the efficacy of his services. He is 
great high priest, and also the Son of God. 
IS gone to appear in the presence of (lod for 
He is there presenting the blood for us to nig 

He ever lives to intercede 

Before his Father's face : 
Give him, my soul, thy cause to p tad* 

Nor doubt the Father's grace. 



I 
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46 AUGUST 29. 

The Lord kath contorted Kr people. 
Iiaiah zliz. 13. 

The Lord hath a people in the warid which 
arc peculiarly his own. This tmih ia conatantl| 
kept before us in his holy word. He hM ahmi 
loved them. He chose tiiem to salvation. Hi 
redeemed them by the predoos Uood of Cfariat 
Tliey are united to, ana viewed as one with hii 
beloved Son. They are dear to him as th( 
ai)ple of his eye. Still they are deeply tried. 
Tliey often sign and groan. They are still sin^ 
ners, and sin festers within them, when it doa 
not break out into a open wound. It paiw 
them when it does not openly disgrace them 
They have more cause for gratitude Uian Galnir 
has, yet they have much to distress and ca 
them down. But their God comforts ther 
He liath comforted his people by giving thi 
his holy word— by erectmg for them the thrr 
of pace — by freely and for ever pardoning 
tlieur sins — by bestowing his peace on them- 
assuring them that he is their Father — by pr 
them Jesus as their portion, and with hm 
things — and by unfolding before them the b* 
prospect of endless blessedness. What a 
acension is this, that the eternal God a^ 
stoop to comfort a worm ! What grace, t) 
should comfort one who was hut recently a 

This joy to strangers is unknown. 

Nor can it be expressed ; 
It U revealed to those alone, 

^Vho on tbe Saviour rest. 



AUGUST 30. 247 

Remember me, Lord, — Ps. cvi. 4. 
This is an important prayer. There is very 
much wrapped up in it. It is poverty appealing 
to wealth, misery to mercy, the necessitous to a 
friend. If the I'Ord remember us, he will pre- 
•erve us from evils, dehver us from dangers, 
Hirect ut in difficulty, supply us in want, com- 
fort us in sorrow, and lay everjlhin^ under 
tribute for our welfare. If the Lord remember 
us, then it is not of much consequence who for- 
gets ut. lie is more than all creatures, and 
enough in the absence of all. But he does 
remember us, he remembers that we are dust, 
that we ore weak, exposed, dependant, and often 
deeply tried. He remembers for us his covenant, 
his promises, the sufferings of his dear Son, and 
the relation in which we stand to him. Still we 
may plead to be remembered, that we may share 
in the gifts of his providence, in the bestowment 
of his grace, and m the proofs of his love. We 
should pray that he will remember, to pardon 
our sins, to visit our souls, to revive our graces, 
to crown our labours, and to fill us with all joy 
and peace in believing, that we may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Ghost. Remem- 
ber me, O Lord, and preserve me from all dan- 
ger this night, and raise me on the morrow full 
of faith, fired with zeal, glowing with love, and 
clothed with humilitv. 

Thou wond'rouB Advocate with God, 

I yield my soul to thee ; 
While thou art pleading at thy throne, 

Dear Lord remember me. 
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243 AUGUST 31. 

I would seek unto God. — Job T. 8. 

This is sound advice. It is the counsc 
real friend. It is much better than seeking 
men, or {)oring over troubles, or indulgin 
fancy, or giviug way to fears. Troubles 
rally look worst in the distance, tli'ey are s 
found to he so bud as they appeared to be 
friend, I know not what iiiay be your cai 
if 1 was in perplexity, I would Svjek uuU 
for wisdom. If I was in sorrow, I woul 
unto Goil fur comfort. If I was in weaki 
would seek unto God for strength. If 
under jj^nilt, I wouhl seek unto God for p 
Jf I was in a severe conflict, I would seel 
God for victory. If I was in doubt and i 
would seek unto God for confidence and i 
of his favour. If I was under the po^ 
unbelief, I would seek unto God for fait 
I wns iinrnssed hy satan, I would seek unl 
to lift up a standard against him. If 
afraid of fulling, I would seek unto God 
hold me with the rigjit hand of his righteoi 
If I was alarmed at death, I woulil seel 
G<:d to turn the shadow of death iu' 
morning. \Vhatcver you want, seek it oj 
AVhatevcr you fear, carry it to God. Wl 
ti oublea 3 on, lay it before God. You 
wek u;ito him in vain, or without profit. 

^*^v'( k unto God, he loves to give, 
Ask but in faith, it shall be given ; 
Go pray, exptciing to receive 
Uis grace, bis ima^^e, and his heaven. 




SEPTEMBER 1. 349 

SomgM in the night, — Job xxxv. 10. 

The presence of God, and the light of his 
coantenaiioe, make the christian's day. His 
tlisence makes our night. But this figure is 
bfteu employe^ to represent afflictions. Losses, 
crosses, sickness, j)overty, old age, <leath, these 
constitute a very gloomy night. Tliey are dark, 
cold, and tedious. But in tlie gloomiest night 
the Lord can make us happy, his presence will 
make us sing. *' He giveth songs in the night.' 
fie tunes the heart by the light of joy and 
ffrace. He furnishes us with matter for praise. 
He enables us to sing to the wonder and sur- 
prise of many. So <lid Paul and ^ilas at Plii- 
uppi ; the prophet Habakkuk, in prospect of a 
famme; and so did many of the martyrs in 
their dungeons. How many have sun^^ for joy 
in the vale of poverty, on the bed of sickness, 
and in the Jordan of death. Christian, thy God 
can make thee joyful in the gloomiest circum- 
stances, and give thee a song in the (hreariest 
nigbt. Cleave to him. Walk closely with him. 
His gracious presence will disperse all gloum» 
and give thee joy, peace, and thankfulness; hit 
love will make thee rejoice in his salvation. He 
loves to see his people happy, he is pleased to 
hear them sing; and those who walk closely with 
him, will joy and rejoice in him. 

Thou giver of songs in the night, 
Of joy in the darkest distress, 
I sigh to be fill d with thy light, . 
I long for a glimpse of thy faoe. 



Hi 



still are always pieasea wiu tne Jumi's 
How many quarrel with his sovereignty 1 
hard things have been spoken ajrainst it 1 
many complain of his providence, and 1 
partial, unkind, and almost unjust! £ 
we are often angry with God ! This 
\ I thews itself in fretAilness, complaining, i 

I j ' ' len gloom. Some are so angry that th 

i • scarcely speak to him, and they restrain 

before God. Others will not acknowled| 
obUgations, therefore, they do not praia 
But do we well to be angry ? Angry wi 
Father, whose wisdom is infinite, whose 
[| as constant as the day, and who can 

showers his blessings upon us ! An^ 
God, who has pardoned our sins, justiO' 
persons, provided for our wants, united 

nia SrkTi anil T\1p«««w1 iia unfVi oil animfiiol 
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SEPTEMBER 3. 251 

£• aU their afflictions he was afflicted, 
Isaiah iziii. 9. 

Fhe union between the Lord and his people 
real — ^it is close — it is vital. Whatever affects 
im, affects him. He has a feUow feehng with 
nn. If they are punished, he is persecuted. 
ey never suffer alone, fle is always present, 
1 as the parent suffers with the child, by sym- 
thy ; so the Lord is said to suffer with his 
iple. Their afflictions are many, thej are 
en deep, they are frequently very painful ; 
t in aU their afflictions he is afflicted ; and the 
^1 of his presence saves them. Believer, art 
m suffering? In thy mind? In thy body ? 
nis at the right hand of the Father Imows it, 
sympathises with thee. Sweet thought ! 
ms, at this moment is sympathising with me I 
i is touched with the feeling of my infirmities. 
i knows my weakness, my fears, my many 
ils ; he presents them all to the Father, and 
tads for me that I may obtain mercy, and find 
ice to help me in time of need. Precious 
rd Jesus ! may I ever cherish the thought, 
it thou takest part with me in all my trials 
il afflictions, and wilt honourably bring me 
"ongh them all. 

We have not an High Priest above 
Unmov'd at what we suffer here : 

lu tenderest sympathy of love 
He shares our pain, our grief, and fear 

Wounded with every wounded soul. 

He bleeds the balm that makes us whole. 






253 SEPTEMBER 4. 

Let mt kear tht/ roiee.^f^ong ii. 1( 
Tliii is tlie hn^nge of J>:$ii» to hia C 
to us. He luvex tu see us tome to liia i 
To heitr iiH |>aur out our hearts befoie bin) 
pTftj^ei of the iiiiright is bi» <)e1ight. It : 
M mournful u the cooing of the dove, an 
may be ns ranch lamencsa in it too, hut 1 
to hear it. We nru wearii'd n'ith telling t 
rcpcateil title, ire fancy tlint lie ivill be s 
but no. hesijs. "Let me hear tby voice." 
ve refuse bim? Knthcr, let ub go to hir 
fie'iuEiitly. Let us roMfeaa our siai, mou 
our follies, lament our jironeness to biu 
pitiail his ]irecLoui pnimises, sctk the enji 
of his pn-seiiee, beseech liim to |ianlon oi 
nn'l (^rave ever; blessing which bebaitol 
We riiiiiiut go to hiui too often. We 
ask I'oi' tiio luu-'h at iiis hands. We can 
tuo fniik with him. He asks ns to pro; 
exhcir:a lis to come ot^en to Ilia throne, 
posluliitfs with us because we stay awa; 
tLii'Ia troubles, trinls, and aiSirtions to b' 
near to liiiQ. In every cumfurt, be lays, 
me hear thy voice.'' In every trial, hi 
" C^dl upon me, I will deliver thee." B 
go this night to Jesus, tell him thou art c 
obedience to bis call, and let him he 
voice, acknowledging bis goodness, plead 
pruiniiea, and seeking bis grace. 

Tis sweet to Meal swhilo sway 

From ev'ry cumbering care i 
And inend the cloiiog boura of <9 

In £umbl«, giaUful 9T).in. 
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SEPTEMBER 5. 

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord. — Heb. 

This was a wise determination. Ei 
around us, and everytliing within us nia^ 
but the Lord changes not. ne is tl 
Light may give place to darkness, peac 
health to sickness, plenty to poverty, 
suffering, and society to' loneliness. 
may be happy. We may rise above 
stances. We may rejoice that though 
lost, we have more that we can ever lo. 
if we would imitate the prophet, we mi 
sure of our interest in the Lord, of oui 
all the promises of his word ; we mi 
dear and scriptural views of his charac 
our minds ; we must know that our 
pardoned, that we are at peace with h 
ne is our fast aud faithful friend. Thee 
rejoice in him at all times, for his fulne 
fortune, his power is our defence, his lo* 
solace, his promises are our security, hit 
is' our place of safety, and his presenci 
heaven. Everything in God, has a tent 
make us happy ; and everthinf^ that is 
God, will promote our everiasting welfai 
may well say, " Although the iig tree s 
blossom, neither shall miit be in the vi 
flock shall be cast off from the fold, ye 

S'oice in the Lord, I will joy in the Go 
vation. 

God is the tr( asure of my soul, 
'J'he source of lasting joy, 

A Jo/ which want shall not impai 
her death itself destroy. 
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SEPTEMBER 6. 












Wherefore didst thou doubt F — ^Matt. zi 

This is the language ot reproox, it ¥ 
dressed to Peter, but to whom is it not 
cable? Who of us have not doubted? 
does not often doubt? Who considers d( 
OS sinful? But it is so. Are not our 
the offspring of unbelief? Do the^ not 
on the love, care, constancy, and faithful 
our Redeemer? Could he speak plaim 
he has in his word? Could he do more 
a firm foundation for our confidence, pea 
joy ? Has he not promised to receive, ] 
and bless every coming sinner? Has 
promised to provide for, protect, and 
every saint? Has he not given us ini 
of the manner in which he proves his ca 
fils his word, and answers the prayers 
people, in the historical portions oi his 
Has he spoken? Is he worthy of credit 
he ever deceive ? Can he trifle with an i 
tal soul? Is he not unchangeable? 
''wherefore didst thou doubt?" Make 
cuse for thy doubts, but at once ackno 
that they are sinful, and seek grace, tfa 
may trust in the Lord with all your hes 
trust him at all times. Doubts weaken tl 
exhaust the spirits, and hinder cheerful 
cnce; therefore strive against them. 

Within are fears, without a storm, 

And foes are round about ; 
But Jesus will his word perform. 
Then wherefore dost thou doubt ? 
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Tke^ May unto God, D< 
Job xxi. 1- 

That is the ungodly do 8( 

I \ affeusive to them. They \ 

I I God. But as tiiere is on< 

' \ to keep at a distance fruni 

. I not your case. It was once 

i - been this evening but for g 

I the presence of Grod, tliis i: 

f lore. Tou have seen somet 

L in the person of Jesus CI 

, tasted that he is gracious. 

( died to him, and are at p 

Tou have nothing to fear ft 

you desire that he would co 

manifest himself to your soi 

unto the world. You do i 

from me ;" but, ** My soul 

for the living God; when 

appear before God." The 

unto God, "Depart from i 

hear him sajr, — "Depart fro 

into everlasting fire, prepai 

and his angels." But you 

Jhim to 3rour hearts and } 

'hear him invite you, saying, ' 

of my Father, mherit the V 

for you from the foundation 

My God, I cannot say "< 

* But, " Come and dwell v 

Take full possession of n 

And keep me close to tin 



256 SEPTEBiBER 8. 

Testify against me, — ^Micah li. 3, 

By our conduct we oftpn reflect upon the 
Lord. We treat him with neglect and disre- 
spect, preferring creatures or worldly thin^ 
before him. He speaks of this conduct as if 
it went to liis heart. He says, " O my people, 
what have I done imto thee? and whcrem have 
I wearied thee? testify against me." Hare 
you neglected the closet? Have you sliehted 
the means of grace ? Have you laid yourl)ible 
on one side and left it unopened? Have you 
withdrawn your thoughts and your affections 
from God, and given them to the world? Why 
is this? What reason have you for doing so? 
The Lord asks )'ou why ? He says, " Have you 
any charges ngainst me? Bring them forward. 
Have I treated you unkindly? Have I been 
false to my word? Have I rcted in any way 
unbecoming mv character? Tell me. why do 
you treat me with neglect ? Why do you prefer. 
my enemy, the world, to me? Tell out your 
reasons, let me know all; anything but this 
shunless, this distance, this indiflTerence.'* O 
beheverl are you not guilty? Have you not 
wounded your God? Have you not grieved hit 
Holy Spu-it? Return, to thy injured Lord. €ro, 
fall at his feet, confess yuiir sins, crave his par* 
don, be reconciled, and embosomed in his love. 

Behold again I turn to thee, 

Oh! cast me not away, though vile: % 

No peace I have, no joy I see, 

O lA>rd my God ! but m thy smile. 
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SEPTEMBER 9. 



TAou kail kaotcn my soul in adeersilies. 
Ps. xxxi. 7. 
Prosperity make* friendi, but sdTersi^ tries 
tlien. How maiiy will visit and amile upon ua 
when the sun shines, but who will venture out 
to do us Eooii in the wintry, or stormy day 7 
David had been in adversity, he hail been for< 
uikeo and neglected by his fiienda, but oot by 
hia Goil. His God knew him, and visited him, 
and cared for him, and sympathised with him, 
and supplied him, and at length delivered him. 
This honour have all bis saints. He knew 
Israel in the wilderness, in the land of great 
drought; and he will know us, that is, he will 
acknowledge us, and care for us, and approve 
of us. He hath done to. We have been in 
adversity. We have passed through a wilder- 
ness, but our God led us, and fed us, and pre- 
served ua, and brought us out into a wealthy 



place. We can witness for liim in reference to 
the past ; and we ought calmly, auietly, and 
conlideiitiy to trust bim for the mture. He 
hath passed his word that he will deliver us in 
six troubles, and that in seven no evil shall 
touch us : and be is faithful who bath promised. 
He is emphatically the friend of hia people in 
distress, and in our greateat triaU he mil glorify 
his richest grace. 

Thy piueiice to my soul display, 

V And shine my gloomy feara ana; : 

Let iDtrcy to my thsiikful heart. 

Its Miiiig health and joya impart. 
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Unite my heart tOj 
Pa. IxxxT 
To fear God incluiles 
to his character, zeal for 
please him, noit the fear 
someCimeB signities to wo 
braces reverence, adoratii 
prayer. Worship without 
But how often in ivorBlii|J 
distrarted, aud waadcrin 
from God ! Wtll may \ 
heart to fear thy aamc 
compose it, a.ttract it, fix 
may throw all its energ 
Such a prayer proves, tha' 
desire to honoiu- God in 
nesB, and seek to obtain g 
serve God acceptably wit 
fear. But do all saints 1 
prone to wander, and fiod 
them in the Lord's servici 
though BOmc GUifcr from 
otbera. Yet all occasion 
tuice to duty, or distract 
the subjects of dulness, i 
Therefore they all pray 
«igh as be did elsewliere 
were directed to keep thy 
IIuw oft ni; iiistV, afFcc 
Scattered all o'ei' the wi 
My vagrant pasjiooa, I 
Unite them all to fear t 




SEPTEMBER 11. 

Hetnll be our guide even urtto death, 'V». x 

What a precious assurance is this ! ( 
is our guide, he led us out of the world 
directed us to the cross, and conducted 
the path of peace. He has led us thr 
our past difficulties and trials, he leads u 
hand at present, and he will never giv 
charge, for he will be our guide ev< 
death. He will choose our way ; lead u 
paths of righteousness; kindly convei 
us on the road; point out the sna 
dangers in our path ; and keep us by hi 
through faith unto salvation. He ui 
to guide us at first without our knowh 
kindly appeared as our conductor ii 
to our prayers, and he will patiently b( 
us unto the end. He may hide his fac< 
communion, withold comforts, smite us 
folhes, and teach us by painful experie 
dependence on himself, but he will ne 
sake us or ^ve us up. He will ^de i 
end of the journey, and will so with us 
the last dark valley. He wnl not only 
to the kingdom, but put us in possessi 
This he has promised, and he willfaithh 
form it. Beloved, it is our Father's go* 
sure to give us the kingdom. He will ] 
now, and by and by receive us to glory. 

For God, whom Zion boasts her fritn 
Our God unchangeably is known ; 

Our Guide — who will our steps attend 
Till death advance us to his tKvQv\«. 



) SEPTEMBER 12. 

Noah walked wUh God* — Qen. vu 9. 

:Ic was reconciled to God. He wai intimate 
h God. He listened to the voice of God. 
chose the way of God. He drank into the 
rit^ ami approved of the designs of God. 
} God was his Friend^ with mm he could 
iverse, to him he could look for counae!, 
m him he often received favours. His God 
s his Companion, he walked with him, rea- 
Qg that he was near, loving his presences and 
)roving by his society. He did not sit with 
Lord on his throne : nor stand with him in 
sanctuary : but he walked with him in his 
i'. He was employed. He made progreas. 
was diligent, as well as devout. The prea- 
;e of God was his happiness, his security, 
I his honour. This privilege may be ours. 
is if we ai*e really behevers in the Lord 
us. Our God is with us. He is with ua as 
' Father, our Friend, our Companion. We 
k with him. We converse with him. We 
L'ive from him. We imbibe his spirit. Be- 
ed, do you walk vjith God ? Have you been 
knv^ with God to-day? Does the thoo^t 
God s presence with you, give you joy? 
es it soothe, and animate, and sanctify your 
'it ? Retire to rest rejoicing in the fact, God 
vitli me, as my Father and my Guard. 

I walk with God — though Lord of all, 
My neaiest fiiend be is, ** 

On him I lean, and cast my oares ; 
Oh what a inendshici^ this I 
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hureasing in the knowledge of God. — Col. i. 10. 

Our knowledge at present is very imperfect. 
We know but in part. The means of know- 
ledge are in our hands, but we have not always 
the heart to turn them to account. God must 
be known or he cannot be loved, or he will nut 
be trusted: we sliall neither adore his perfec- 
tions, nor reverence his majesty, nor seek bis 
favour, nor fenr his frown, nor do his command- 
ments, except we know him. Paul knew this, 
therefore he prayed for the Colossians, that 
they may incrcpse in the knowledge of God. If 
we would know him, we must read his works, 
observe his ])rovi(lence, and study his word. 
But it is in Jesus that he reveals himself most 
clearly and most fully. Therefore he says, 
" He that hath seen me hath seen the Father." 
Do you know God at all ? You did not once, 
therefore be thankful. But your knowledge is 
small and very imperfect, therefore seek an 
increase of it. Remember Jesus said, **This 
is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
bast sent." He that Imows God in Jesus at all, 
bath eternal life ; but he that hath an extensive 
toowledge of him, hath a never failing source 
of happiness. Beloved, make it your daily aim, 
to increase in the knowledge of God. 

Shine, mighty God, with vigour shine, 
On this benighted heart of mine ; 
And let thy glories stand reveal'd, 
As in the Saviour's face beheld. 
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Peter followed kim afar off. — ^Matt. nm. 58. 

And have not we done so too? Once we 
thought that nothing coald cuol oar love, damp 
our anlour, or turn our feet aside. But we 
have long since discovered our mistake. Still, 
it is better to follow at a distance, than torn 
our backs upon him. For Peter there was gcnne 
excuse, in the circumstances in which his Matter 
was placed ; for us there is none. Faith bringa 
us near to Jesus, and love keeps us near ; nn- 
belief is the cause of our slow pace, and declin- 
i>'g in his ways. Let us carefully guard against 
unl)elief. It poisons our comforts, falsifies onr 
profession, damps our zeal, hinders oiur com- 
munion, thrusts us to a distance from Jesus, 
and alienates our souls from his ways. Let us 
encourage and feed our faith, it will strengthen 
our hearts, quicken our pace, endear our Savi- 
our, fortify our minds, and keeps us near to our 
beloved Lord. Reader, are you following the 
Lord fully? Closely? Or, are you like Peter, 
afar off? If you are, beware. You know to 
what this conduct led in him ; it is not possible to 
say, where it may lead you. Get close to Jesus, 
and keep close. Let your thoughts gather round 
him, your affections fix upon him, and your hopo 
centre in him. Cleave to the Saviour as the 
child to its parent, as the Limpet to the rock. 

The souls that would to Jesus cleave, 

And hear his secret call, 
Must their own strength and wisdom leav^ 

And let the Lord be all 
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None can ttoy his hand. — Dan. iv. 36. 

Tbe hond of God ia his providence, or hii 

wisdom anil power id operation for the accom- 

Sliabmeot of his nitl. No one caa possibly 
itstrate hia designs. Nothing can throw con* 
fusion into his p^s. He steadily pnrsnes his 
object. Easily accompliabes hia purpose. Per- 
forms all his pleasure. All his saints are in hia 
band, thei«fore they are safe. His hand is at 
work for them, therobre they shall not be injur- 
ed. He always works in accordance with hia 
word. His predictions must come to pass. Hi* 
{nomises must be fulfilled. His cha^^e niutt be 
safe. Beloved, tbe hand of God is lifted up to 
defend you, therefore you are safe. His band 
is opened to supply you, therefore you shall not 
want. Uii band is beneath you, therefore you 
shall not fall. Trust in Jesus, in his wisdom and 
power. Exercise faith in his providence, it is at 
work for your welfare. Hia nand will crush or 
convert your foes, protect you and supply your 
wants, Ruiile you through the desert, and lift 
you up for ever. Look from circumstances to 
the hand that Kuides and overrult s them : it ia 

Sour Father's hand, and his hauil ia moved by 
is heart, which heart glows with unutterable 
love to you. He is at work for yon, and " None 
can stay his hand." 

Jehovah's arm shall be m; itrength, . 

And his almizlilv power 
Will well fulfil his promiies. 
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Will a man rob God? — Mai. iii. 8. 

This is a very solemn question, for to attempt 
it must be very daring. But who can plead not 
jjuilty? If we cannot take what he has, we 
have witheld what he claims. He charges us 
with the crime, he says, " Ye have robbed me** 
We have robbed him of his time. His own day, 
and other time which he claims, and which 
should be devoted to him. We have robbed 
him of property. What he lent us, we have 
claimed as our own. What was given us for 
others, we have squandered or hoarded for self. 
We have viitheld from his cause, w-hat he en* 
trusted to our care for its benefit. We have 
robbed him of the heart. Tliis we have given 
to others, to idols. They have been loved, 
trusted, adored, and feared before him. We 
have robbed him of our talents. Spending 
them in the service of others, and using them 
for the gratification, or aggrandisement of our- 
selves. What can we say to such conduct ? Is 
it not ungrateful? For he is our Father. Is it 
not daring ? For he could crush us with a look. 
Let us reflect upon our characters, robbers of 
God. Let us confess our crimes, obtain a par- 
don, change our course, and render unto &od 
the things that are God's. O for honesty of 
heart, and consistency of life as christians I 

Guilty I plead before thy throne, 

My God, my crimes forgive ; 
I plead the Saviour's blood alone, 

Pardon, and bid me Vvve. 





SEPTEMBER 17. 

Their Redeemer is strong. — Jer. 1. ^ 

The Redeemer is the nearest of kin. 
is so nearly related to us, or by so ma 
various ties> as the Lord Jesus ; and h< 
I Redeemer. He gave his life a ransom 
\ He sent bis Holy Spirit to rescue us fr( 
hands of our spiritual enemies. He wl 
his almighty power to raise us from th 
^ and so complete our redemption. What 
dertook he can accomplisn, for he is 
What he hath promised he will perform 
is faithful. We shall therefore be con 
delivered from satan, who held us captiv< 
sin, which tyrannised over us ; from the 
which has often injured us ; from death 
is an enemy to us; and from hell, wl 
justly deserved. Our Redeemer is stron|; 
fore let us place confidence in him ; let 
to him alone for deliverance from fo 
fears ; let us never dishonour him by su 
that he will allow our enemies to trium 
us. He cheerfully laboured for us. I 
ingly shed his blood for us. He gn 
quickened us when dead in trespasses a 
and he will perfect that which concen 
for he will not forsake the work of his owi 
Our Redeemer is strong, the Lord of ' 
his name, and he will thoroughly plead ou 

Jesus our Lord, in thee 
We a Redeemer have, 

Strong to set thy people free. 
Omnipotent to save. 



2C6 



SEPTEMBER 18. 



By lote seme one anolktr. — On.1. v. 
The toot of All acpe]>tal)le obedience 
Love f^mn^ from fBiCli, anit produces i 
ivorks. Niilliin^ that vre ilo ib good, e3 
f oiv from love. Love ii the chief thing 
pioii- M'c mny hftve gifia, lionourti, and 
olcuci' ; liiit nithimt lore, we are only as 
ing brnss or a tinkliiii; cymbiiL Nature 
to ruh over otlitr*, but grace i* willing 1 
them. I.Du}i niuuiid you. are there no 
whom jou cjin bcitc, ami serve effe 
withgiit negliTf ing your other important 
Arc joii willing to ilo sof If not, where 
love! If yoii hnve not love, where i 
rebgiuii? Love is the fnllilliuz of the If 
it IB till' chief iirodiictiiin of the gospel. 
ii U».llikc. It is Cbnstlikc. Love is I 
Love will vieit the »ick — cheer the sorro 
clothe the naked— feed the biingry — a 
oouie uU things to all men, if by any n: 
may save some, l-ove will muke our wili 
world, a piiliii'ii ; anJ our divided chi 
pnradisc. Whiitwe ifo froiu love we do e 
cheerfiillv — heartily — constantly — and 
tnbly. StTlhcn that ye love one aujther, 
pun■hell^t,f^■^^■l■utly ; serve Christ in bi« ; 
and imitate his ctiiuluct totvord his foes. 
have thcrofiirc u|i;)nrtuiii[y, do good to a 
ortal bliss. 
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but thote who haTO been tried have n 
reverse. The heart is secretly, ana 
imperceptahly led away from God. *] 
tions are set on things below. Indu 
flesh unfits for spiritual duties and 
Divine things lose their savour and po 
means of grace, convey no grace to 
We relax in duty. Satan employs his 
to harden our hearts, to alienate our afiV 
blind our minds, and to stupify our coi 
The warnings of God's word are disregt 
throne of grace is neglected, worldly 
is preferred, and then God is forgoti 
forget his deliverances, his favours, h 
his threatenings, until aroused by son 
visitation. Brethren, let us be cauti 
cumspect — aware of our danger — and 
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/ will walk in tkf truth. — Ps. Izzzvi. 11. 

God*i trutih is opposed to many of our eot- 
toms, prejudices, and inclinations. It reqairet 
nrhat our depraved nature thinks hard, and pro- 
hibits what we naturally love. The resoIntioA i 
therefore is noble. It reflects honcnir npoi | 
him who formed it. Let us follow hia ezampki 
To walk in the truth is to believe it. To reeeive 
it into the mind, as a communication from God. 
To place confidence in it. But faith wiiboot 
works is dead, therefore it includes the practke 
of it. The true christian prays, "Teach me 
to do thy will." He purposes, '' I will run ia 
the wa^ of thy commandments." Bat there is 
the enjo}'ment of the truth. It brings us fflad 
tidings. It furnishes us with a feast as w^ as 
a rule. It charms while it corrects. It oon* 
soles while it requires. It makes ms happy is 
well as holy : or rather, it makes us happy bf 
making us holy. If wc believe the truth, ana 
do the truth, and enjoy the truth, let us proftiSi 
the truth : and let our profession be open, sin- 
cere, and scriiitnral. If we have made a profes- 
sion of the truth, let it be our daily study to 
adorn it ; to walk worthy the vocation where- 
witli we are called in all godliness and honesty. 
Let us hold fast the professions of our faith with- 
out wavering, for he isfaithful that hath promised. 

Thou Great ln«trwstoT, lest I stray, 
Oh teach my emft%t<»^.v\«^«r- 
Thv truth w\t\\ c^« ?te^^c^^«tiV^ 



SEPTEMBER 21. 369 

Siy God mU tear me. — MicEih vii. 7. 
He bu proniiKd it, and be i* fiutliful to hii 
ird. He liaa done bo in timet put, and what 
■■ hai done is the pledge of wbat he mil do. 
Eudes, he it my Father at well at my God, 
e know* my nature. He appointed my lot. 
hai given me the Spirit of grace and iup- 
icatioQ. He bid* me call upon bim. He haa 
stued me that he " is nigh unto all them tbat 
II upon him, to all that call upon bim in 
ith/' And that " be will fulfil the detire of 
em that fear bim ; he alao will hear their cnr 
d will auve them," Beloved, let ua then caU 
wn God, let us pour out oiu eomplainti he- 
re him — let ua present oui petition* to him — 
; ua seek liia help, bit presence, and hia blest- 
g — be will hear ua. Men mav become alien- 
ed from ui, our Ciod never vrill. Frienda may 
m a deaf ear to ut, out God never can. Let 
then come to the same determination as 
icah did, and say, "Therefore will I look 
'a the Lord; 1 will wait for the Ood of my 



Ivation; my God will hear me. Hejoiceaot 
aintt me, O mine enemv; when I fall, I 
all arise ; when I sit in darkneti, the l>ord 
all be a light unto mc." Though be ileUyi 
will not deny, far "no good thing will be 
tfaold from them that walk uprightly. ' 
Piajing on, and never ceaaing, 

Saiiour ! I thy word sbiU (iai«, 
Bleit with all the gospe\ ^\«wui%, 
PiU'd with holy, heaTOnlj \we. 
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7%3f hlenmg %8 ypom thf peoph. — Vm, vL 8. 

They were bleased m Christ, with all qnritul 
blessings, before the world was. Thiey an 
blessed through Christ, with ereiy good thing, 
while here below. And they w&l be Ueand 
with Christ, with more than heart can cooeem^ 
in the world to come. The Lord's bleaamg ii 
upon their persons, and they are set apart fo 
his praise. Upon their oomrorts, and they pio^ 
mote their hohness. Upon their trials, and 
they work their real good. Upon their laboa^ 
anr. they advance his kingdom and jioiw, 
Upou their families, as the honse of Obci- 
edom was blessed for the Ark's sake. BeboUI» 
thus is the man blessed that feareth the Lofd. 
Beloved, this is your privil^e, the blessing of 
Grod is upon you. Do you realize it? Do yon 
manifest it? Remember, it flows from ^raee. 
It comes to you through Jesus. It is emqyed 
in the exercise of faith, and in the way of ow^ 
dience. It is insured, by the oath and pr om iiB 
of God. It includes ail you can need, or 
consistantly desire. Retire to rest to-m^ 
impressed with the thought, " The blessnig iif 
God is upon me." Or, if afraid to claim Hi 
with the prayer, ** Bless me, even me, O mj 
Father." " Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in him." 

Lord, make \t '9\^VcitVi«.l I am thine. 
In J esus )a\e%tf ^, niVOcw ^««<a& ^t» \ 

That all tV\e worcv«a% *x^ ^^'^^ 
Aa thy beWCL, a^o^X-^^^^^^ 
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Wherein hast thou loved us ? — Mai. i. 2. 

This is a strange question, especially as pro- 
ceeding from the Lord's people. But it is only 
speaking out, what many feel within. Do you 
ask, wherein has the Lord loved you ? I^ok at 
the ^ifts he has conferred upon you. His Son 
to die for you. His Spirit to quicj^en, teach, 
and sanctify you. His word and tninisters to 
instruct you. His ordinances tq revive and 
refresh you. His angels to minister unto you. 
His covenant and oath to secure you. His 
glorious kingdom to be eternally possessed and 
enjoyed by you. Look at the account he 
makes of you, he calls you his love, the dearly 
beloved of his soul. His jewels, his crown, 
his dear son. If he compare you with the 
world, you are gold, that dross — ^you are wheat, 
that chaflF— ryou are sheep, that swine — or 
goats, or serpents. Look at the relations he 
sustains to you, a Father — a Husband — a 
Brother — a Friend. The offices he fills for 
you, an Advocate — a Captain — a Head — a 
King. Look at what he has already done for 
you, provided a righteousness, conferred a par- 
don, given his peace, appointed the Mediator, 
blessed you wjth all spiritual blessings. Surely 
you will exclaim, "his love is wonderful, be- 
yond comparison, beyond expression." 

Lord, give me with a grateful heart. 

Thy mercy to improve ; 
And Ebenezera daily tear 
To praise the God of \o^e. 




Rejoice ti* tout ijflkftervtaU.^Pt, tzzzn. 4. ; 

It is a greatei' houuur to be the Lord'i ter- 
Tant, than to bs the son of the fpeaieat nunutrch 

ra earth. But all God'a true aerranU, ue 
hii «ous. He love* tbem aa hii childjren, I 
while he employs them to accomplish his dc- | 
signs. They are all willing servaati. They 
are convinced that thej ought to be employed 
for him, they have en|;Bged themBelves to tem 
him, and they love their Master, their viaA, 
their fellow-servanta, and their wages. But 
though employed for God, they are not alwi^ 
happy in CJbd. They loee sight of their t 
gtete, high relation, glorious proapecta, ■ . 
preseot privileges : or their evidences are doud- 
ed, or satsn harasses tbem, or proridence 
pears to frown upon them, or theliiw in theme... 
bers prevails sgajnat tliem, and they are cut 
donn. Or it may be that the Lord i« rebuldng 
them for some sin, or is displeased, because some 
idol is set up, or some Agag is spared. Thcgr 



.e joy, but they a 
" Rest. 



pray for it. David did s 
the joys of thy salvation." " Rcjuice the tool 
of thy servant." Do you do so? One ray of 
light, one word of grace, one whisper of hi* 
love, will fill you with joy aid peace. He 
comforteth those that are cast down. 
Oh bid my heart rejoice, 

And e^ery teu coMxtfti-, 
Since at thy ttnooe, ■«■&■*> »-o.-s^fij«>V"sm>i, 

TotheelVift.io:( •"'^^ 
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StAmit fomtelea to Ood. — Junet ir. 7- 
nmnan natnre iloei not like ■uhminion, aud 
yet there ia no hap|)incM without it. It ii only 
u OUT Willi accord with the will of Goi), m we 
cfaecifully lubmit to all bit diipeosationt Ihtt 
we etui hie peaceful or joy^l. Without iDbtnit- 
■ion there can be no bolincsi, fur ita oppoiits 
u rehellion. If I refuse to mbmit to Ood, t 
oppose bis authority, queition bia iriadoin, 
doubt hia love, and detpise bia word. In Pi^ 

C'ion Bi I Am BADCtified, I ihill cheerttd^ 
to whatever I ditcover to be the will ot 
God, receive with gratitude nbttever cornea 
from the hantl of God, and endeavour to do 
wbktever bears the stomp of the authority of 
God. Without lubmission tlieie ii no uJva- 
tion. We must acknowledge bia justice. 
Confesa our lins. Bow at bia throne, Sedc 
for pardon on the ground of mercy. And to- 

S.iexe in hit plan of salvation by grace, or wo 
all never be dehvered ^m the wrath to eome. 
Submit younelvea tberefnre to God, to be aaved 
by bia grace, to be ruled by bis word, to be dia> 
posed of by bi* providence, and to be emplojeil 
tot hii glory aa tie will. Only submit, and you 
we bappy ; leek for deep and thorough lanctt- 
Scation, and you will aubmit ; and submitting (• 
Ood you are safe in life, in death, and tai ever. 
The Bov'reiga Fathn, good and kind. 
Wants bnt to bava his child nnffif il\ 
WtatM bat thy yielded hout. oq nttm, 
Tbee with bit richest giaoe to ston- 
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Ffmm at m.— aU. nL la 

That i% fMtt sy&idifBlBai wmik 
cheteit. God hsdi ipokcB, win he 
it good? HetutthprainiiaiwiUheBaftlBiilliii 
word? Who am doaU U? But if 701 do» 
he Mvs, *« Prove mb." Ho* ii tiw to ke 
done? Search hit word and kc w^at lie hm 
said. Take his word to hb tfanme and plead ift 
IB prayer. Watdi, wait, and work as he hm 
directed ; and lee if he will not do as he has 
Mid. Wkem should we prore him? Uadv 
rooTiction, and see if he will not pardon ■■• 
In aflliction, and see if his erace n not inftiniTBt 
fbr OS. In perplexity, and see if he will aofe 
make darkness light before na, and crooked 
things straight. In diffieolties and pecnliar 
trials, and see if he will not W^^ar lor us, and 
make a wigr for onr escape, w hen eogaiced hi 
his service, and see if ^scdliness n not pofitaWe 
to all things, having a promise of the hfe which 
now is, ai^ of th^ which is to come. Thoa* 
sands have proved him, and all have found hoa 
true and futhfuL Let us prove him for oov* 
selves, so shall we become strong in fiiitl^ 
and be ready to bear witness whenever wa 
are required, that his word is true from tha 
beginning. " O taste and see that the Loid it 
good: blessed is the man that trusteth ill hiat,'^ 

He y-s ill not bis great self deny ; 
A God all truth can never lie; 
As well nii^ht he bia being quit. 
Am break hu oath, ox word forget. 



u 




SEPTEMBER 27. 275 

/ am married tmto yoM. — Jer. iii. 14. 

This is the closest connexion that can he 
formed between intelligent creatures. Two be- 
come one Hesh. And this is the relation which 
the Lord selects, to represent his connection 
with his people. He is engaged to them, and 
they are engaged to him. His love is fixed 
upon them, and their love is set upon him. He 
has chosen them, and they have chosen him. 
He finds pleasure in them, and they find all 
their happiness in him. He communicates to 
them, and they have fellowship with him. He 
treats them with confidence, and they make 
him the sole object of their trust. He provides 
all they need, and they are to hve in constant 
dependence upon him. Christian, do you rea- 
lize the fact, that the Lord is married unto 
you? That he is all that to you, that the kind- 
est, wisest, and wealthiest husband cai^ be? 
Are you walking with God, as his bride ? Are 
you living with God, as one that is married to 
him ? Do you leave all for him ? Expect aH 
£rom him? Aim in all things to please him? 
Rejoice in this, that though every earthly rela^- 
tive and friend may be torn from vou, your 
husband ever liveth, and will never leave vou. 
Cleave to him, let nothing draw you from 
him, for he is *' married unto you." 

Lord, make in me this union shine, 

That heaven and earth may see, 
In heart and life, I'm truly thine. 

And married unto thee | 
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SEPTEMBER 28. 



The Lord mat with Jotph.—Gea. k 
He had been torn {torn bis fiuher, 
of his home, sold for a slave, falsely 
■nil out into prison. But the Lord 
him. Many have foundthc timeofgren! 
the eeajon of peculiar manifestaiion, 
perseeuted for rightcoiuness sake, a 
blessing rests upon us. The Lord's 
miuie up for all the losses be sustained, 
n't!! torn a priion into a palaee, a duti| 
a imrnilise. The Lord was with him t 
him — to cheer him — to hold eorawuii 
him— to give him favour with the ke 
teach him lessons of the greatest impo 
to prepare him to rule over the land of 
to make him an example to all who shi 
fer for his name — to bring him foi 
honour, and crown him with peculiar 
Before exalted he must be humbled. 
son 1VBS the ilirect road to the palace. 
of the cross leads to the crown. If 
with Chriet in heaven, we must suf 
Christ on eanh. Beloved, wherever di 
you, or persecution drives you, the Loti 
with you. His presence is more fr 
enjoyed when a cloud hangs over our 
eircum stances, than when the sun of pi 
shines upon our tahemacle. Preriou 
Thr gracious presence, O m; Ood. 

My every wish containa ; 
Wiih this beneaHi affilciion'i lj;d 
My heart no more complains. 



SEPl^MBER 29. 277 

And Aaron held his peace, — Lev. x. 3. 

He was in deep trouble. His trial was pe- 
culiarly great. It was death. The death of 
two sons at once. It was instantaneous death. 
In an act of presumptuous sin. It was by the 
immediate hand of Gfod. It was in the presence 
of the people, as an example of Jehovah's 
jealously ana wrath. It was without time for 
repentance, or any knowledge of their eternal 
state. But God said, *' I will be glorified, and 
Aaron held his peace." Thb was opposed to 
murmuring, to fretting, to questioning the right 
or justice of God, or refusing to be comforted. 
It was submission to the Lord's will, springing 
from a knowledge of his righteousness — ^£rom 
supreme love to Grod — firom carnal reason being 
brought into subjection — ^from a sense of desert. 
My mend, this subject speaks to us, it says, 
** In your most painful trials, imitate the saint 
of the Lord." it reproves all our complainings^ 
and questioning the Lord's love and mercy. 
It comforts us, by shewing us that the greatest 
saints have sometimes had the greatest trials. 
It speaks caution, and says, ** Beware, how you 
trifle, or presume, fur Jehovah is a jealous God." 
" Be still, and know that I am God." *; The 
Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all 
his works." Just and true are his ways. 

Id all thy dealings, Lord, Hith me, 
O stop the murmuring groan*, 

Or let my only answer be, ' 
" Father, thy will be done I" 
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SEPTEMBER 30. 



ThefaSlh/al God.— Dent. rii. i 
" A faithful man who can finil?" 
priEC we cannot, we liave found a ^tb 
One p'bo may be believed, without 
who mny be trusted, without fenr ; to i 
n<sy open our hearta, without raerve 
faithful, uxii tliercfore he corrrcta our 
reproves ua for our faults — tcaehea m 1 
aupporla utr in our triala — brin.^ ua thp 
troubles — holds our enemies in cbeek 
drrknpss li^ht before ua, and crooke 
tt night. Upon every mercv we recei' 
every danger we escape, upon every di 
nicnt we meet, upon every faiatory we i 
1 pon every erosa we cany, we may see 
' The fnithful God." He is fcithtul to 
thi! righta of bis own thnme, to exe 
th'eatenings of hia word, to fulfil the 
of hi ~ grace, to supply the wanta of liii 
dnnt". to nnawcr tlip prajera of hia peo 
to make all thinfja work together for | 
those that love him, and are called oca 
h's purpose. Hisfnithfulnea ia seen, in i 
Adaui from paradise, in destroying tl 
with the flood; in sending; bis Son to re 
■Lnd in giving his Holy Spirit unto ua. 
"■[HE FAiTHPUi, God." This is o 
our ri'fii^, and our rest. 

Cnst thy burdrn on the Lord r 
Plead his promise, trust hia word ; 
So shnit (hnu hnve cansp to bless 




OCTOBER 1. 279 

We have mne received the atonement. 
Bom. V. II. 
TheLoTdJenuhumadesBtiifBrtionto dmne 
justice for our ains. He hiu done and luffered, 
all that ii neeesaarv for our pattlon and justifi- 
(stioD. His aacri&ce is our expiation. What 
he did is presented to us in the gospel. Bf f&itta 
we receive it, rely on it, plead it before God 
for our acceptance, are accepted on account of 
it, and enjoy peace. The atonement was made 
on Calvary, it contains all thai God requires, be 
ia satislied : but it must be reeeivect by the nn- 
ner, or he cannot enjoy peace. We must daily 
exercise confiilenee in it, or we cannot traik liw>- 
pily with God. We bsve now received the 
atonement, ne had not once. We did not feel 
our need of it. We did not see its value. We 
did not understand its nature What a mer^ 
that we do now I The death of Jesus is out 
life, " He bore our sins in bis own body on the 
tree." "He put away sin by the lacrilice of him- 
•elf." " He is our peace. Let us never lose 
tightofbisatoning sacrifice, or of his justifying 
righteouiness; for if we do, satan will prevail 
Bj^nst us, guilt will soon fill m with gloom, 
dntiea will become irksome, and the prospect of 
death terrible. Nothing can make lu bold aod 
happy, but lively faith in tite atonement. 
Saviaurl may thy stonement 



JJ^^ OCTOBER 2. 

n> are wwre than ccmquerors. — 'Bam. tbL 37> 

This U man-eIlou8. For the believer hii to 
cunflict with all that is depraved in hii natiife; 
nith all that is op|K>sed to God in the mrUi 
with all that is unholy in his family; with maaj 
l>aiiiful and tning dispensations en providence; 
with satan his grand adversary ; and also iritk 
sickness and death. But he overcomes. He 
triumphs. But it is through him that loves him: 
that is, thmugh Jesus. The love of Jesos il 
his solace, his delight, and his encouragement 
The loving Jesus supplies him with gnei^ 
strength, and wisdom : and by these he am- 
cumes. He conquers by &ith in Chnst. He 
overcomes all by patience, fortitude, and con- 
iidence in his Saviour. He overcomes all and 
u))p('ars on the iielil uninjured, lie overcomes 
and is benefitted by the contest. He obtains s 
great, a signal, a complete victory ; and will at 
leiigtii ai)i)ear i)osse$sed of the sjKiils, and crown- 
ed as the conqueror. No one can overcome but 
by Jesus. But if united to him, if ]i\'ing faf 
fiiith uiK)n him, if cop}ing his examide, we shall 
not only overcome, but be more than conquerors, 
ik'liever, ex|)ect opposition. Chrisiti^» see }'oar 
de])endance, it is on the wisdom, power, card 
and interference of Jesus. Look to him as your 
exam])le, and conquer through his love. 

Conforni'd to oiu: Head in outwanl distress, 
la surrow and need, in pain and disgrace, 
All liappy and glorious we inwardly prove, 
^And more than victorious through Jesus' s love. 



OCTOBER 3. 28 

Weak in the faith, — Rom. sir 1. 

This sometimes arises from a defect in ot 
knowledge. Mauy of the Lord's people hav 
a very imperfect acquaintance with the gospe 
They know but little of God's real character- 
or of the nature and design of the Saviour' 
work — or of what really constitutes diristia 
experience. In consequence of this they (i 
full of fears, and are often harassed wit 
doubts, when if well informed, they would b 
rejoicing in hope of the glory of Gk)d. The 
think they must do sometliing, besides believin 
in Christ, in order to acceptance with God ; o 
they must feel something more than they hav 
done before they are entitled to joy in Goc 
Such do not perceiye that they are putting whu 
they do or what they feel in the place of Christ 
or are at least connecting these things mi 
Christ, as if he alone were not sufficient. The 
are just doin^ what the Galatians did, wh 
made circumcision, necessary to salvation ; andt 
whom Paul said, " Christ is become of no effec 
unto you, whosoever of you are justified by tli 
law, ye are fallen from grace." Beloved, it mue 
be grace alone, or works alone, which must fori 
the ground of our acceptance with God. Let u 
therefore fix the eye, and place the dependenc 
of our souls upon Uhrist, and upon Chnstalom 

Blest soul that can say, " Christ only I seek !" 
Wait for him alway, be constant though weak ; 
The. Lord whom thou seekest, will not tarry long 
And to him the weakest, is dear as the strong. 



2S2 OCTOBER 4 

1> art the salt of the enrth. — ^Matf. ▼. 13. 

8in has rmderal it imsaTonr. mnil expoMJ it 
to destruction. Only grace siid tmth cm le- 
store it to purit>- and order. These eome Iff 
Jesus Christ, nnd they are retained and diAMi 
hv his people. He compares his saints to ttSL 
"f hey season and preserre others. ETciy efarii- 
tien is a grain of nit. He should affect and flS* 
press all annind him. His principles are to ki 
difiiised, and his character is to attract and » 
struct. The earth without the saints, would hi 

E'ven up to putrefaction and destruction. B** 
ved, are you seasoning those around yon? Ii 
your conversation al^-a\*s with grace, aeaaoogj 
with salt, that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers? Do you difiiise what you possess? Do 
YOU possess what vou profess ? Svho is the 
better for vou? ))oes your influence nocid 
silently andl penetrate deeply, like that oi nk 
in nature ? Or, have you only the form of god- 
liness without the power? If a christian, yos 
will benefit all, nith whom you may be brought 
into contact, you will not live unto yourself, oat 
unto him thi^ died for you and rose again. If 
salt is present, it will discover itself ; and so wiD 
grace. The world needs gracious persons, iti 
present state calls for much salt, may the Lori 
season us all with the salt of his grace. 

Now to my Saviour I would live. 
To him who for my ransom died ; 

Nor would untainted Eden give, 
Such bU«B an \)\Q««omR at nis itide. 




OCTOBER 6. 283 

prove thins* '*«( art excrnenL—PhH. i. 10. 
rake QOthinRnpon tmit, but bring everytbiiig 
the word of God, and tiy it there. Leam to 
tinf^ish between the ornamental anil the nie- 
; the fun<lK mental, and the cireumattuitiBl ; 

bencGeinl, and the hurtful. Try thing! thtt 
'er, and spproye the things that are excellent, 
ere are excellent inititutiuna, usiM them. 
eellent giAa, seek for them. Excellent doc- 
leB, embrace and hold them fist. Eiceltent 
lea, perform them. Excellent attainmeoti, 
ire to them . Excellent ordinance*, attend 
:heni. Excellent icripture«, search them. 
;el!ent enjoyment!, pray for them. Prove 
t your eye is clear to discover, and that yonr 
rt is sanctified to approve. Endeavour to 
ingnish between the law and the gospel — 
ween nature and grace — between conviction 
conversion — between profession and poa- 
aon — between graces and their counterfiets — 
Keen scriptural doctrines and the opposite 
>n — and approve the things that are excellent, 
cure things that are exceUeot. Hold fast 
it you procure. Publish to others what tou 
iw and enjoy yourself. If you lack wisdoin 
this, ask it of Ood, who giveth lo all libemlly 

npbraideth not, and it shall be given yon. 

aak in hith, nothing wavering. 
M; griciouB LiOrd, I own thy ri^ht 

To ejKtj letrice I cir pay, 

And eill it m; supreme delight, 

To hsnr th; dictates and abei. 



pcu|)lc, Ima n 



But who, among ) 
urn hiaalj* 



is niways jiresciit os our Keejier, but 
atwuya eiijuj^iis jirescnce. Let us te 
have it nut at proscut ; and let ui b< 
to abide witli us, if we bave. Let n 
to dnell trith ua, and open hit word i 
kindle the flame of love in our aonl 
lu with admiriufc jfiatitude and jof . 
us to abide with hiui, more than we 
him to abide with ua : and it ii still i 
waa ipokeo of old, " The Lon) is 
while ye be nith him ; if je aeek him 
found of you."' Beloved, have you c 
Saviour'i presence to-day 7 Can yoi 
without dub^ BO? Hti presence i* 
neat and tc'ory of hea*en ; and his | 




OCTOBER 7. 



I§kaUeoaufi>rthatgoid.~Joh urn. 10. 
Job WH in the furnace. It wu heated leren 
time* better than it wa* nont to be. But he 
na* conscious of hii iutegrity. He knew that 
though he nas imperfect, he wu tiucere. He 
knew that he had a Uving Bedeemer. That hi* 
Ood knen hii heart— hii modTea—hiBdealrei — 
and hiacour*e. Therefore he felt cooGdent that 
he should not be cousumed, but only i«ftDed. 
Thin ia the design of all our trials. The; are tu 
. makeua meet for the Master's use. To make 
OB reflect the Saviour'* image. 4*0 fit lu for 
eternal glory. However fierce the Ere, we »haU 
loie nothing but our droia. Our eternal in- 
tereita are safe. Our God is immutably the 
ume. This ia our security. He aays, " 1 am 
Jehovah, I change not, therefore ye ton* of Jacob 
are not congumed." He siti by the fiimace aa 
the Refiner, he saperinteudi the whole procen 
of purification, and he removes the fire the mo- 
ment the design ia accomplished. Tried Cbria* 
tian, thy God ia refining thee, his design is mort 
loving, be ivill take c&re of thee. Let notthT 
faitb lleg, or thy courage droop; but tay with 
Job, " He knoneth the way that I take ; when 
he bath triei me, I shall come forth aa aold." 
Tried faith is liiore preeiotu than gold : if Ood 
try yunr faith, it i* to improve it, and increaae it. 
In fieT7 tiuJs and distress, 
I will thy promise hold J 
Then ivilt my aool ia trouble bless, 
I 1 shall oome forth as goU. 




ym» «|4ukc oi iuai u tlhc u^mv 

wMild lail to eBomcnse tbe iiwnnrra, w «] 
70U hftre ffiokeo lies Agaxnst God. Soauti 

Cliunly, uul at other timei more olncorelj, 
ftve Mill, he does DOt mean what he aaya. 
will not perform hU promiae. He will BOtB 
iMj<Ml faia word, at least, he will not to me. 
irietui, beware, your unbelief givea God th^ 
your doubts reflect upon his veraci^ be ape 
the truth, and only the truth. *' Whj thes 
you not believe him 1" ** He that believeth 
(iod, hath made him a liar; because he believ 
not the record which God gave of his Son/' 

1 too have lied against my God, 
WUli ihame and sorrow I confess; 

Pardon my sin throusb Jesu's blood, 
And give me sanctifying grace. 




OCTOBER 9. 
7^ hopt of lMTael.—Jei. xir. 8. 
The AuTHOii of Itnel's hope. It ii begot- 
ten bjr the Spirit, throuj^b the promisea of hii 
won). They hope becBUBe he has promiwd, 
because he is tiuth^, because hia word u true 
from the hegioning. He is the objbct of 
Israel'^ hope. " Let Iiraelbope in the Lord, for 
with the Lord there ii mercy, and nith him ii 
plente^iuj redemption." Thcj cumut hope in 
roan for lie is poor, or weak, or fickle, or un- 
nillin^ tu help. But they do hope in God, for 
he is strong to deliTer— weallhy'to supply — 
preseut to help— pledged to befriend — ready to 
pardon — wise to direct — waittng to be gradoua — 
and he delighteth in mercy. His compoMion 
is a spring that never fuls. Hia love is a sun 
that never seta. Hia word is t\ paradise that 
cannot be forfeited. Hia grace ia sufficient for 
na, and his strength is made perfect in our weak- 
ness. The hope of Israel is a rock, let ua 
build npon it. The hope of Israel is a refuge, 
let ua repair to it. The hope of Israel is a 
fountun, let us seek our supplies from it. The 
hope of Israel is a Saviour, let ua put our tru*t 
in him. The hope of Israel is God, let ua there* 
fore worship, adore, and behcTc him. " Happy 
ia he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
whose hope ia in the Lord hia God." 
Hope of Israel, hear my cry. 

To thee from self I flee ; 
Be thou in every trial nigh, 

And I mil hope in tbee. 



its Uate then to the fmieiitl Our a 
ODce the slsrei of ittan, under the doi 
sin, and expoied to the cime of God. 
thou|:;htIeis, careleu, and hardened, 
nnr idola, and after them we would { 
Ood n)io ia rich in mercy, for hia gi 
wherewith be loved ua, even when we * 
.a lint, quichened ui together with CI 
taved u* by hia grace. How delig^tf 
;he d^« of onr firat love 1 How pret 
3aviour I How awect the pMpel I ] 
Jriitfulthe Lord'* da; I How ami 
tibemacle* of God! But onr ceal 
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OCTOBER 11. 289 

He feedeth among the lillies. — Song vi. 3. 

Believers are compared to this lovely flower. • 
Not as it is in the field, but in the garden. 
They are all in the Saviour's garden, and he 
loves and prizes them greatly — ^he visits and 
walks among them. He finds pleasure and satis- 
faction in them, He is pleased with their per- 
sons — ^their graces — their prayers — their praise* 
— their testimony — and their obedience. He 
manifests himself to them, which they ar- 
dently desire — highly prize — and are much 
benefitted by. See what a Christian should be. 
Not a thorn, which wounds every one it comes 
in contact with it. Not a nettle, which stings 
all who touch it. Not a useless weed, which 
cumbers the ground, or poisons all who taste it. 
But a lilly. One who has a sweet spirit. Whose 
life and conversation is fragrant and inviting. 
Of an ornamental character, who looks well m 
any situation. A good and useful neighbour, 
who benefits many, but injures none. Oi whom 
Jesus may not be ashamed, but in whom he can 
find satisfaction and pleasure. He feeds among 
lillies, or in his church ; there you may find him. 
True worship is exceedingly pleasant to him» 
Invite him to your heart, your honse ; expect 
him to accept your invitation ; aim to entertain 
him suitably. He feedeth among lillies. 

Saviour ! mould me by thy power, 

Fill me with thy grace divine, 
Make me like the lilly flower, 

To thy praise and glory shine 
T 



290 OCTOBER 12. 

/ am the light of the world. — John viii. 12. 

The world without Christ is in a state of 
darkness. In the darkness of ignorance — crime 
— cruelty — and degradation. The Jews had ft 
candlestick with its seven lamps, but it was con- 
fined to their tal)emacle or temple. But Jesus 
is come a luminary into the world, a light to en- 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory oi his peo- 
ple Israel. He is the source of knowledge— 
comfoTt — bcau^, or holiness — and safety. In 
him there is a nillness of light. Like the light 
of tiie sun it is free : and it ahideth for ever. 
He shines on the world by his word, he shinei 
into the heart by his Spiiit. His light attracts 
sinners to his feet, and m his light they ^ee light 
They are by him delivered from moral darknest^ 
or guilt : from mental darkness, or ignorance : 
from legal darkness, or the yoke of the Taw: from 
spiritual darkness, or the hiding of the Lord's 
countenance : and from eternal darkness, or ban- 
ishment from God for ever. Following hiis 
they have the living light, by which they dis- 
cover their path — escape the snares of the 
fowler — enjoy the scenery — discern the object— 
and rejoice in their privileges. Reader, are yoB 
enlightened by Jesus? Do you walk in hii 
liglit ? Are you directing others to it ? If yoe 
are dark, go to him for light. Seek and obtain it 

Light ot my so>3^\ V>^^%^^ x^N^al; 
Thy povfCT aT\OL\)\t%c^vvcviV\.\ftSi\%.^\ 
And know, au^i ^ec W^ v^v^w^v.x^^'^^'^ 
Concealed CtoYU vtov^^^^^ \.x^^%^.^^^x.\^lxfise^ 



OCTOBER 13. 2 

Lord, revive thy work, — Heb. iii. 2. 

No one can revive the Lord's work hut hi 
self. lie began it. He must carry it on. 
will complete it. But he does so by means. A 
one of the means he employs is prayer, 
convinces us that we need a revival. He si 
us up to seek it. He makes us sensible of < 
insufficiency. He may perhaps keep us wait 
at his throne for a time. The delay may ca 
us pain, and perplexity. If sanctified, it \ 
make us more earnest for the blessing ; and tl 
we shall cry out with one of old, " Wilt t'l 
not reoive us again, that thy people may rejc 
in thee." When the Lord revives his work, 
strengthens our faith, invigorates our hope, 
flames our love, deepens our humility, anima 
our zeal, and stirs us up to seek the promot 
of his cause. Then, prayer becomes pleasa 
praise sweet, ordinances profitable, the sabbi 
a delight, and the sanctuary amiable. The chu 
resembles a lovelv garden, in which we walk w 
peculiar satisfaction; the gospel is a feast, m 
suit ble and costly ; and we look forward to h 
ven as to our country and our hope. The L< 
revive his work in us by his Spirit, by his pro 
dence, and by his holy ordinances. His powe 
unlimited. His grace is omnipotent. His me 
is free. Let nothing satisfy us but a revii 

Oh ! for his all-reviving gt^c^^ 
The quickening povret dvVviie, 
The dcadness from my soviA Vx> c\v^&^ ** 
That I ma) rise and s\v\tvc. 



2fM CKJTOBER 16. 

Zealous of good works, — ^Titna ii. 14. 

Being saved hy free gnce, we ihoiild hj 
ourselves out for God's glory. We are created 
anew m Christ Jesus unto good worka. We 
should be active in God's cause for hia crea- 
tures' good. Not only doing good worka, but 
being zealous for them. Zealously doine them 
ourselves, and zealously encouragmg tbem in 
others. We cannot do too much for him, who 
has done so much for us. Our works should 
proceed from love to God, be regulated by the 
command of God, and be done ror the glory of 
God. We cannot be too zealoua in perfbrming 
tliem, but we ought to be equally zealoua in re- 
nouncing them as a ground of acceptance with 
God. Good works, are the worka of a diU4» 
who aims to please his Father : they are per- 
formed from a sense of what God haa done for 
us, not in order to induce him to confer bleta- 
ings upon us. In working from a right motive 
we are happy, for working we shall be by uid 
by rewarded : 1>ut though like Mosea, we may 
have respect unto the recompence of the reward; 
yet like Paul, when we do more than othcra, we 
shall heartily exclaim, ''Not I, but the grace ik 
God that was with me." f^ grace enjoyed 
in the soul, will make all who enjoy it z^doni 
of good works. Love is sure to be active. 

What is my being but for tliee ; 
Its sure support, its noblest eud, — 
Thy ever-smiling face to see. 
And serve the cause of such a frl.nd. 




OCTOBER 17. 

The chastening of the Almighty, — Job. 1 
Crosses are not curses. Frowns are som 
favours. Every child is chastened. Cha 
by the Almiglity. His chastisements are 
wise. He never corrects but for faults. T 
his dispensations are sometimes intern 
draw out our graces^ and improve our prin 
If the Lord chasten us, it is because he 
us. Let us not then mistake the charac 
our afflictions. They are really mercies. - 
are to do us good. They are indispe: 
unless our wise and gracious Father would 
us to be injured. Let us therefore ask, ' 
am 1 corrected?" Let us prostrate oui 
before our Father's throne, and while ¥ 
knowledge his wisdom in the discipline. In 
him to make bis chastisement a blessing. 
Jjord's rod often blossoms and bears 
Better be a chastened child than a pan 
menial. Our present discipline, is to pi 
us for future duties, enjoyments, and g 
It is all right. It is really kind. It is fc 
good. The rod is not in a stranger's ban 
are not suffering from the stroke of a 
one, but from the chastening of the Aim 
" Now no chastening for the present seemi 
be joyous, but grievous : nevertheless afte 
it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteoi 
unto them which are exercised thereby." 

O Father of mercies on me, 
In deepest affliction bestow, 

A power of applying to thee, 
A sanctified use of my woe. 
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Lord, be thou my helper, — Ps. xxx. 10* 

Sweet and appropriate prayer this ! We daily 
need help. Tne Lord can help us. He has 
said, " Fear not, I will help thee." But pro- 
mises should he turned into prayers : andT we 
never pray so spiritually as. when we can My, 
" Lord do as thou hast said.'' "Be it anio 
me according to thy word." Let us then 
earnestly cry unto our God this nig^ht, " Lord, 
he thou my helper." I see many &ill, I shall 
£ei11 too except thou hold me up. I am weak. 
I am exposed to temptation. My heart is de- 
ceitful. My enemies are strong. I cannot 
trust in man. I dare not trust in myself. The 
grace I have received, will not keep me without 
tliee. ** Lord, be thou my helper." In every 
duty. In every conflict. In every trial. In 
every effort to promote the Lord's cause In 
every season of pn sp rity. Every hour we live;, 
this short and ins[ ir.-d prayer, is suitable. ICay 
it flow from our hearts, be often on our lipsy and 
be answered in our exi)erience. For if the Lord 
help us, there is no duty which we cannot par* 
form; there is no foe which we cannot overcome; 
there is no difficulty which we cannot surmount. 
All things are possible ; difficult things are 
easy ; and painful things will be pleasant. " The 
Lord is my helper, therefore I will not fear." 

Weak and inconstant Lord, I am, 
On thee alone can I depend ; 
O let me not be put to shame. 
But be my helper and my friend. 
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His compassions fail not, — ^Lam. iii. 22. 

This is an unspeakable mercy. The sympathy 
of friends may fail. The affection of relations 
may tail. The tender mother's love to her babe 
may fail. But the compassion of our God is 
unfailing. It is an ocean which we can never 
exhaust. A sun which liill never set. It ma^ 
be obscured. We may not enjoy its commun^- 
cations. But it is as mil of light and glory as 
ever. Believer, thy God never was more com- 
^passionate than he is this night. His love was 
ntver more tender. His grace was never more 
free. His promise was never more true in refer- 
ence even to his most favoured ones, than it is 
in reference to thee at this time. Turn from 
thy broken cisterns, from thy withered gourds^ 
from thy dried brooks ; turn from thy gloomy 
feehngs, from thy painful circumstances; and 
turn to thy God impressed with this fact, " his 
compassions fail not," Did Jesus have com- 
passion on the multitudes which followed bim, 
oecause they had nothing to eat ; he will also 
have compassion on thee. He will bear with 
thy infirmities, he will pardon thy sins, he will 
sanctify thy sorrows, he will soothe thy griefs, 
he wiU restore thy soul, he will guide thee with 
his counsel and sinerwards receive thee to glory, 
for his compassions fail not. 

Though annoyed by doubts and fears. 
Though distressed by various cares^ 
Though determined foes assail, 
Thy compassions never fail. 




but i»\> ,i,e one. *" .rf. »na l» 
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We are the Lord's, — Rom. xiy. 8. 

!lie Lord hath a people peculiarly his own. 
ly are distinct from all others. They are 
ferred to all others, being the objects of his 
ice — the purchase of his blood — the temple 
his Holy Spirit, He loves them with an 
rlasting love. He calls them his portion, 
treats them as children. He prizes them as 
pecuhar treasure. He is united to them, 
is them, and cares for them as his bride. He 
ps them as the apple of his eye. This privi- 
% Paul claimed for himself and his fellow 
evers ; and if we are christians we can claim 
x>. "We are the Lord's," and we know it, 
we have been quickened by the Holy Spirit, 
have been received and acknowledged at the 
d's throne, and we are consecrated to his ser- 
I and praise. **-We are the Lord's," and we 
ve it, for we are united to his family, we are 
king by his word, we are living to his glory, 
we can only be satisfied with his presence and 
love. Beloved, let us rejoice in our privilege, 
great and glorious. Let as cleave to his 
ts, they are tne excellent of the earth. Let 
arefuUy observe his word, believing its doc- 
ss, trusting its promises, and keeping its 
mands. L^t us realize in difficulty and dan* 
the glorious fiEUit, ." I am the LonTs" 

Lord, I am thine, entirely thine ; 
Purchased and sav'd by blood divines 
My person claim, my soul, possess, 
And sanctify me by thy grace. 
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/ abhor myself, — Job. zlii. 6. 

The more deariy the Lord miwifciti 1 
to us, and the more he works in na Irjr bu 
the deeper wiU be our humility and aelf-i 
rence. Self admirers are strangers to c!o 
holy fellowship with God. Nothing dii 
to us the true state of human nature like 
ness to God. Men may speculate, and i 
and toast of what man can do, so long a 
are at a distance from God ; but no aooi 
they come into his presence, than their e 
ness is turned into corruption. They no 
see that they are vile, butth^ feel it. J 
boasted, and contended with God ; but as i 
eyer God came near to him, hia yien 
feelings underwent an entire change, a 
cried out, ''I have heard of thee by the li 
cf the ear, but now mine eye aeeth 
wherefore J abhor myself, uid repent i 
and ashes.'' We cannot think too ma 
om selves as sinners, or feel too deef 
account of the baseness of our nature; 
we allow our feelings to lead us to doubt 
the ability or willingness of Jesus to save 
to question our interest in our Father*! 
Never does grace appear so glorious, or 
so precious as when we sink before God i 
loathing and self-abhorrence. 

Appear, great God, appear to me, 

That by myself abhor'd, 
Ashani'd I may for ever be 

Before my glorious Lord. 



OCTOBER 23. dOl 

Fhe power of the Holy Ghost, — Rom. xv. 23. 

The Holy Spirit is a divine person, equal 
rith the Father and the Son, in power, majesty, 
md glory. Without his agency salvation is 
mpossible. He quickens us when dead in tres- 
msses and sins. He teaches us when ignorant 
md bewildered. He sanctifies us when polluted 
ind depraved. He comforts us when depressed 
md cast down. He helps us in prayer, against 
emptation, and out of many difficulties. His 
K)wer produces our graces, quickens them when 
lull, and ke?ps them alive. He witnesses to 
»ur adoption, and seals us unto the day of re- 
lempt on. We are his workmanship and his 
emple. He is our teacher, comforter, and 
nward intercessor. His power alone can make 
he gos lel effectual, subdue the corruptions of 
mt nea ts, and conf jrm us to the likeness of 
he Lo.'d Jesus. Our obligation to him is great, 
»ur depen^ance upon him constant; and our 
ove to him should be fervent. He convinces 
ts of sin, unfol Is to us the glories of Jesus, 
rorks faith in our hearts, lead^ us to the foun- 
ain of his blood, clothes us in his perfect right- 
K>U8ness, unites us to his person, and teaches 
18 to live upon him. The great thing we want 
n the Church, and in oiu* hearts, is to experience 

THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD*" 

Come, Holy Ghost, thy power display, 

Thy working let me prove ; 
Chase darkness, doubt, and fear away, 

And fill mv soul w ith love. 
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What iigood for a mtm im tkh ^f 
Ecdes. tL 12. 

This is a veij difficult question^ if we leftrft 
to temporal things; and providence eloDe m 
furnish the answer. Sometimea proiperiftjf 4 
good, and sometimes adversity : ' 

sickness, and sometimes health : 
pain, and sometimes ease : Knaetfanei 
and sometimes disappointment : ao 

Elenty, and sometimes poverty. If we aetL-j 
earts strongly upon any thins below, thit ^ 
the thing that is not likely to be good for *! 
If God deny us, or take anv thing from u, i(i 
may be sure at once that that is not good lit 
us. What we have is ^ood ibr ns, if we nftijl 
use it, and improve it for the Lord*a ^oqi 
IV'lovcd, have you been lookmg a fbw staf 
above you, and thinkine what a good tluBj; 
would be for me, if I could obtain that aitaitiay 
If so, you are wrong. Resignation to 
will, and ac(]peecence in God's p\mn, are 
better than wishmg for this, or longing for il 
It is good for a man, daily to live hj fiddi 
Jesus, to walk with God, to lay up for him 
treRRure in heaven, and to endeavour to bavif 
all around him : but what is good for man in ^ 
temporal [)oint of view is not for na to W 
Prosperity is often dangerous, andadTendtyMB* 

'Tis God appoints my earthly lot. 
And he does all things well ; 

I soon shall leave this trying spot, 
And rise wit\v \v\\tv Vci \>n A\» 
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He is altogether lovely. — Song. ▼. 16. 

This is the opinion formed of Jesus by all 
«?ho really know him. There is nothing lovely 
but it is in Jesus, and it is in him in full per- 
fection. He is the object of admiration an«l 
adoration to all who are taught by the Holy 
Spirit. His person as God-man, is altogethf.jr 
lovely: for he possesses every grace that ctai 
Adorn humanity, and all the glories of uncreate'l 
ieity. His character is altogether lovely, for be 
is infinitely wise, dignified, condescendmg, and 
Icind. Indeed there is ncthing in Christ, but 
irhat is lovely, and there is nothing lovely, but 
t may be found in him. The testimony borne by 
he spouse will apply to his offices, as prophet^ 
»Hest, and king : to his government, universal 
nd i)articular : to his work for us on earth and 
1 heaven : to his design in all his dealings with 
s, even to purify, elevate, and honour us. 
Leader, do you /mow him? Do you admire 
im ? Do you hve him ? Do you recommend 
im ? Will you try him ? If so, be reconciled 
> him; cordially embrace him; and meekly 
tarn of him. The more you Imow him, the 
lore you will love him ; and the more you love 
im, the more happy you will be. Let us askt 
/^hat are our views of Jesus to-night ? If our 
linds are spiritual, '^Heis altogether lovely." 

All over glorious is my Lord; 

Must be beloved, and yet adored ; 

II is worth if all the nations knew, 

Sure the whole earth would love him too. 




ilepriveil it of its authority and •ting. 1 
' liy fulRliinit the law : intiifying thf da 
ice: ii]ioiling prinoipftlities aod pom 
g tite kefg from the destroyer's hni 
nJinfc n« the good newt of compl 
Are ^ou prepared for thii fbe T 
this fiienit! Dojron beti«eethit fi 
ve but tniil our heaTealy Friend, 
on his faithful ward depend, 
;i should we fearleia liew the ^ave, 
Jeith iUelf no itiug would ha\g. 
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Who remembered tu in our low etlate. 
Ps. cixxvi. 23. 
Our BtHte by nature wax truly a Ion alttte. 
We had no liberty, being the slave* of satan; 
no ability, being dead in trespasiea am) aim; do 
honour, being allied only to traitors and rebeli ; 
no real pleasure, being toased about by deiirei 
and disappointments : no prospects, except 
eternal woe; no profttnble employment, fur tne 
fruit of our toil was death. Our nature, nas 
fearfully depraved ; our condition, truly deplo- 
rable ; end our destiny, must alarming. But in 
this state, the Lord remembered us ; sjid it wa« 
with reference to it, that be made hiacoveiuiit; 
sent hia Son; promised his Hiily Spirit; pre- 
pared and gave us hia goapel ; employed hii 
wise and holy providence; exerted his divine 
power on our whalf; o|)ened the storehouse 
of heaven for us ; and raised us up to kn*w, 
love, and realize union to Jesus. And he did 
thia of mere mercy, and because his mercy 
endureth for ever. Mercy fixea on her ol>- 
jecta, cleaves to those on whom she iisea, and 
continues to regard them with peculiar concern. 
Mercy wrote our names in the book of life, 
gave ua the promises of the everlasting gospel ; 
pleads for ua before the throne above; and 
visits ua often to cheer, rescue, and blett. 

All-gracioua God, Jhy pitying eye 

View'il the low estate in which we He ; 

And as an act of sovereign grace. 

Scut thy salvation tn out tsoe. 




OCTOBER 29. 

A bruised reed shaU he not 5rea^.— -Matt. xii. 

So tender is the beart of Jesus, so gentle 
disposition, that the feeblest need not fear, 
most timid may take courage. Tic notices 
first risings of desire, the secret inclination, 
buddings of faith, and he admires and appro 
of them. He knows the strength of our corr 
tions, what terrible conflicts we have, what p 
creatures we are, and for our comfort nast 
us, that though weak and worthless as a brui 
reed, he will not reject us, or crush us by 
power. He will bind up the bruised part, 
will encourage the desire. He will roster 
little faith. He will receive the imperfect pr 
er. He will accept and bless the discouraj 
soul. He is represented as a Lamb, to insp 
us with confidence ; as a Shepherd, to prese 
us from alarm ; and as a Saviour, to attract 
to his throne. He will not break the bruii 
reed himself, nor will he allow others to do 
Beloved, are you bruised by satan, by unbel 
and by an evil world ? Do you feel weak c 
worthless ? Are you discouraged and filled w 
fear ? Fear not, Jesus is genue, kind, and g 
cious. He dcspiseth not any. He rejects- 
applicants. He binds up the broken in hca 
and healeth all their wounds. He says, "It 
in no wise cast out." 

No, I find he never will, 
(Jesns is a Savlovvt s\\\\^ 
He who kindled w^ A«%Ytc> 
Will not let the s\wlt\l txv«^* 
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He shall be great — Luke i. 32. 

So spake the Ansel, announcmg the birth d 
the Lord Jesus, and the prediction is fulfilled. 
He is great, and his greatness is uusearchable. 
Great, in the dimity of his nature — in the deplih 
of his humiliation — in the glory of his rigiit- 
eousness — in the merit of his blood^n the 
provisions of his gospel — ^in the number of his 
converts — in the extent of his kingdom — ^n the 
tenderness of his sympathy — in the variety of 
his offices — in the grandeur of his works — ia 
the estimation of his people — ^in the conquest of 
his fues — and in the punishment of his deter- 
nuued enemies. His greatness is stamped upon 
every promise he has made — every pardou he 
grants — every blessing he gives — and eveiy 
victory he gains. Believer, thy Saviour is great 
Therefore lie saves great sinners, confers great 
grace, hears with great offenders, treats with 

S-eat kindness, and will confer on us great gloiy. 
ut his greatness will more clearly appear, when 
all his peo).le are collected, when the curse is 
removed from our world, when the glowing pre- 
dictions of the Old Testament are fulfilled, and 
he reigns before liis ancients gloriously. His 
greatness shall fill his people with everlasting 
joy, and his foes with never-ending woe. He 
shall l)e great on earth, in heaven, and in hell. 

Now. Saviour, in my soul be great. 
Thence bid nil guilt and fears retreat ; 
My powers into subjection bring, 
And reijj;n supvtwc a^ du^ wad King. 
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kealeth the broken in heart. — Ps. cxlvii. 3. 

)in hai so hardened the heart, that nothing 
eflbctQally impress it but grace. No one 

s and mourns over the hardness of the heart, 
he whose heart has been softened by the 

ly Spirit. Notfiing will thoroughly break 
heart, but a sense of God's forgiving love. 

len the s^ul is quickened by the Holy Spirit, 

is discovered, guilt is felt, fear is experienced, 

I the heart begins to relent ; a conflict corn- 
ices, and very often much distress is felt be- 
} pardon is enjoyed. Sat^n is busy, unbelief 
Irong, our knowledge of the gospel is im- 
fect, repentance is difficult, the heart is op- 
Bsed, and the spirit is wounded. When the 

II is reaUy broken down before God, is 
ing to submit to God's righteousness, and to 
irace a salvation all of grace, deliverance is 
r. The Lord sends his word to heal, applies 
balm of a Saviour's blood, speaks peace to 
conscience, and lets the oppressed go free. 

) wounded, broken heart is healed; salva- 
I is come to the soul; and Jesus is most 
nous. Reader, if thy heart is broken for 

thy God will heal it. liOok to the Lord, 

hope in his word. 

Nor shall the sinner's hope be vain. 
Behold, with all his glorious train, 

The King of glory enters. 
The monming sinner's broken heart ; 
Guilt, fear, and bondage all depart. 

When once on Christ he ventures* 
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A Prince and a Saviour, — Acts ▼. 31. 

The man of sorrows is now raised to prinoely 
dignity. He is seated at the Father's right hand. 
He has all power in heaven and in earth. Eveiy 
knee must bow to him. He is Lord of alL 
The Prince -of peace. The Prince of life. The 
Prince of the kings of the earth. He has a 
princely heart. He possesses all the wealth (^ 
the universe. He gives in a princely manner. 
But he is also a Saviour. A princely Saviour. 
He saves by his own merit — ^by his own power. 
He saves tor his own glory. He saves fireely. 
He never barters mth sumers, but bestows sal- 
vation ujion the lost as a princely gift. There 
is notlun<; in which he so much delights as in 
saving sinners. He can save to the uttermiMt 
He will save every applicant. He came into 
our world to save sinners. He agcxiised in 
Gethsemane and died on Calvary, to save sin- 
ners. He is now exalted at God's right hand 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repen- 
tance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. Go to 
Jesus, as to a mild, beneficent, peaceful Prince. 
Go to him as a powerful, kind, and willing 
Saviour, whose work and delight it is to save 
sinners, even the chief. Honour him by trust- 
inff his word, relying on his blood, and expect 
sahration as a free gift at his hands. 

In thy state of exaltation, 
Answer, Lord, its end in me ; 

Give me free and full salvation. 
Now m^ "PtVa^t MA^vivonrhe. 
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is thy heart grieved? — 1 Sam. i. 8. 

'as the enquiry of a kind husband to an 
irife. Let us suppose that the question 
sed to ourselves, and try and turn it 

good account. "Why is thy heart 
" Is it from conviction of sin 7 If so, 
I of Jesus Christ deanseth from all sin. 
afess our sins, God is faithfid and just 
3 us our sins. Is it from desertion, or 
)f the Lord's presence? He will turn 
: will have compassion upon us. His 

is sure, his promise is true, thoush he 
! his face from us. Is it from unnruit- 

He will be as the dew unto Israel, and 
1 revive as the com, and grow as the 
!e will prune the branch by affliction, 
le it to bring forth more nuit. Is it 
rerty 7 The silver and the gold are the 
entirely at his disposal; and he will 
1 our needs in. his own time 'and way. 
1 bereavement? He will not leave ua 

he will come unto us : the Lord will 
up, and will be better to us than ten 
tives. Is it from hardness of heart? 
melt us and try us. He will turn his 
in us, and pure^ purse away our drosa 

away all our tin. His love will both 
d sanctify us, therefore grieve not. 

let not griefs o'erwhelm thy breast, 
esus fly, he'll give thee rest ! 
) thou in God, his smiles sh&ll raise, 
fill thy soul with songs of praise, 



312 NOVEMBER 3. 

Tkou hoit done rt^A/.-— Nehem. iz. 33. 

The Lord cannot but do riffht, thia u gene- 
rally acknowledged; but to be penunded of 
this, to realize it, and be influencea bj it, under 
severe and heavy trials is exceedinghr diffieuh. 
But the Lonl never acts but accorduig tb iJbe 
plan which he has drawn, which plan it Uie 
perfection of wisdom, and procMoa firom hit 
infinite love. What he does, be purpoaed to do; 
and he purposed to do it, because it waa the 
very best thing that could be done. We are 
poor, hasty, selfish, dissatisfied creaturea, ready 
to set in judgment upon what God doea, and to 
complain of bis dealings without the leaat cauM^ 
But there are times when looking bade upon 
our losses, crosses, sufferings, and trials^ we 
can say, and say it heartily, " Thou hnt done 
right. Doubtless Jacob felt this, when he 
embraced his Joseph in Egypt ; and Job alio^ 
when God had blessed his latter end mote thia 
the beginning; and Daniel also, when he WM 
taken up out of the den, and no manner of hmt 
was found on him — because he beUeved in hii 
God. But it is to feel it ta the trial, to eonta 
it under the affliction, that is most desirshle. 
Let us then when the Lord tries our graeea, of 
buffets us for our faults, endeaTOur to si^* 
''Thou hast done right." 

With peaceful steps thy race of duty run, 
God nothing docs, nor suffers to be done, [see 
But thou would'st do thyself: could'st thou W 
The end of aU e>reuts as y&e\i as he. 
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My God shall be my strength, — Isai. xHx. 5. 

This was the language of Jesus, our llxins 
head and brisht examj^e. He lived b^ faith 
on his Fathers word. He was deeply tiied by 
his Father's enemies. But he livid by the 
Father, and we should live by him. We are 
loved with the same love — intereste<l in the 
same covenant — and entitled to the sau.e pro- 
mises. Let us therefore, in the pr^ t^)ect of 
great and sore trials, severe conflicts, distressmg 
changes, and the approach of the last enemy, 
say, "My God shall be my strength;'* for 
he has said, '*! will strengthen thee;" and 
when we feel weakest let faith be strongest, for 
he says, '' My strength is made perfect in v^eak- 
ness." God has been our strength, and it is 
having obtained help of him, that we continue 
unto this day; let us therefore trust him for 
the future, and say in reference to every duty, 
and when about to engage with any foe, ''I 
will go in the strength of the Lord, I will make 
mention of his righteousness, even of his only." 
If God is my strength, then I shall overcome— 
I shall persevere — I shall arrive safe at home^- 
I shall praise his sovereign grace for evermore. 
Let us he down to-night rejoicing in, our privi- 
lege, and exercising our thoughts upon this 
glorious fact, ** My God is my strength." 

What if the springs of life were broke, 
And flesh and heart should faint ? 

God is my soul's eternal rock 
The strength of every sain^ 
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fVkai kath God wnmgki f-^Ufvaau adr.: 

For our natum ui;deli?eriiig^ h from ptga 
and popery; and in oonferring ao many] 
auch great bleaaings upon it. So that it 
well be the wonder and eavj of the world, 
his church — ^in redeeming it by the anlfe 
and death of hia beloved Son. In quidcei 
eouTerting, and sanctiffing ita memben. 
gatherinff them together firom the enda o) 
earth, ui proridi^ for all their wanta^ wi 
ing over their persona, and keeping them b 
power through faith unto salvation. For 
souls — delivering us from the power of i 
neu, and transiting us' into the kingdom c 
dear Son. Pardoning all our sins throng 
blood* and justifying our persons in hia ii( 
ousness. Working &th in our hearts. Qi 
us a good hope tlm>ugh jprace. Haking iu 
temples of his Holy spint. Conquering ft 
ail our foes, and subduing within us our inJ 
ties. What hath God wrou^t? Wonders, 
whom hath God wrought? Sinnera. Wlqf 
God wrought? That he might be ^lon 
Beloved, the past should encourage us m i 
pect of die ftiture, what he hath done ia a pi 
that he will do all that he has promised. 

What sweeter pledge could God bestow, 
Of help in future scenes of woe. 

Then grace already giTen ; 
But unbelief, that hateful thing, 
Oft makes me sigh when I should ting 

Of conlidewce in heaven. 
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e thw fautl^ unto deaiL—Bev. ii. 10. 

od is faithful to his people. He alwajrs 
)s his word. He never oisappoints their 
i. He exhorts and encourages them to be 
ful too. This was spoken to the Angel, or 
or of the Church : such should be nothful 
reaching the word ; in watching for souls ; 
iffering for Christ ; and in seeking by all 
as to promote the prosperity, peace, and 
less of the flock. It inehuJes the people. 
;vers should be faithful. To the trutk, 
ing it fast ; striving for it ; spreading it in ' 
^ (Section. To conscience, listening to its 
tes, observing its warning, and obe^ its 
uids. To their profeuum, maintaining it, 
aing it, and endeavourinff to make it an« 
the end designed in it. To Qod, believing 
vord, dcnng his will, and suffering in his 
i. To einners, warning them of danger* 
ig them the tale of mercy, and leaiung 
to Jesus. To eakttSf reproving their 
soothing their sorrows, and supplying 
needa. "Be thim frithful wUo deatkr 
ezpoae yoU to death, be foitiiful, Iba 
a or life IS the reward. Until removed 
eath. Persevere calmly, patiently, oour- 
isly, industriously, unm the Master calls» 

MB UP HIGHER." 

Saviour, help me by thy pow'r. 
In temptations dangerous hour; 
Give me fortitude and faith, 
Maks me faithful unto death. 
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He thanked Ood and took eouroffe. 
Acts xxTiii. 15. 

The kindness of friends cheered the ApoiUe, 
for tl.is he gave God thnnks and then went for- 
ward roiirapeouslv. ETery mercy tbould be 
thankfully ncknowled^l. "Whatever does w 
{'ood comes from Go<i. He is the only aouitl 
of all gooc^ and to him our praises should da'h 
tircend. The Lo d hrs brouph^ us through 
many dangers; he has delivered us out of many 
difficulties ; he has hesU.wed on u$ m'^ny favors; 
let U8 therefore to-night, thonk Cod, and take 
corrnge. He has provided for all our future 
11 ants; he has given us many, exceeding great, 
and precious promises ; he has assured us that 
all things shall work together for our good; and 
we have his word, that he will never leave 
us nor forsake us; let us then, thank God, 
and take courage. Our journey may be 
rough, our foes may be strong, our troubles 
may be peat; but our strength is eqml, 
our supplies are certain, and the end will 
crown the whole. Listen not to satan, yield 
not to unbelief, fear not the future ; he that 
hath delivered, doth deUver, and in him let Vi 
trust that will yet deliver us. Look at what be 
has done, review vour mercies, think of his ^pnh 
mises, and then thank God and take courage. 

Jesus, on thee our hope depends. 
To lead us on to thine abode ; 
Assur'd our home will make amends 
For all our toi\ v)\i\\e on the road. 
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Serve the Lord with gladness. — Pi. c. 2. 

Our God is infinitely happy, and he loves to 
ie his creatures hap))y. He provided every 
ling necessary to make them happy at first, 
nt sin disturbed and destroyed much of God's 
.ir creation. He would have us happy now, 
Eippy in his service. Therefore he has provided 
»r our hnppioess in the everlasting gospel. He 
lys, ** Believe, and I will give you a free pardon 
-I will confer on you a perfect righteousness — 
will purifjT your hearts— I will supply all your 
ants — I will udmit you into my presence for 
)ly fellowship — I will keep you oy my power — 
will give vou grace while you live, and glory 
hen you tUe." Is not this enough to make 
)u hai)])y ? To induce us to " serve the Lord 
ith gladness?" Brethren, in God's service we 
lould be cheerful; but if so, we must realize 
ir adoption, and serve him as dear children 
bo are fully persuaded of a Fath^^r't love. Let 
{ engage heartily in God's service. Let us 
rve him out of love. Let us serve him on 
.rth, under the impression, that we shall reign 
;th him in heaven. Let us serve him in the 
3rld, in our families, and in the Church ; and 
t it be legibly written out on our conduct, so 
at all may read it, * / serve Gody I serve him 
eerfully. I would not be otherwise employed^' 

Lord, disperse my sin and sadness, 

Speak salvation to my heart ; 
Then I'll serve with joy and gladness, 

And thy noblest powers exert. 
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Your redemption drawetk mi^A.— '141160 xtL SSi 

That if your oomplete delmmie». Too 
Redeemer hath appeared once^ and paid tk 
price Decenary for your bonoraUe releaae. Hi 
u now waiting at lua Father^i right liaiid» hi^ 
ine all power in hea?en and in eartiiL and k 
wffl soon oome and daim the puichaaed pott» 
aion. Yon may fall asleep in JestUy you Uf 
slumber peacefully in the grave for m little tiM 
but Jesus will soon come, and then lie wiO 
raise you from the dead as hia brethren. Tea 
will arise and shake off the dust of death, aal 
put on the beautiful garments of innsortalitf. 
I ou will be publicly acknowledged aa the MM 
of God. You will be put in TOaaeaskm tf 
purity, power, and perfection. loa will bl 
mtroduced to your hcaveul}r Father, to tk 
whole of the redeemed foniily, and to yoK 
everlasting home. Then your redempCion wil 
be complete. Well, it draweth nigh. £tci| 
day, every hour brings it nearer. Are we kag* 
ing for it? Can we use the language of t& 
Apostle and say, ''Ourselves also which han 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we oursdfBf 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption 
to wit, the redemption of our body." If ao^ le; 
joioe for your redranption draweth nigh ; for no^ 
is your mlvation nearer than when ye believei 

Then shall I ace, and hear, and know, 
All I deairM or wish'd below ; 
And every power fuid sweet employ^ 
In that eternal voiVd of joy. 



/ 
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TYike away all iniquity. — Ilosea xiv. 2. 

Nothing troubles a real christian like sin^ and 
there is nothing for which he prays more fre- 
quently, or more heartily, than for complete de- 
liverance from it. He is delivered from its guilt, 
being jhsliied from all things. But he longs 
to be delivered from its working. It annoys^ 
irritates, and distresses him. It darkens his 
evidences ; disturbs his peace ; and troubles his 
conscience; therefore he prays, ** Take away all 
iniquity." But this prayer is put into the mouth 
of a backslider by the Lord himself: and it is 
the first thing he should seek. By inicjuity he 
fell, and by sanctification only can he anse. He 
fiell by his own folly, but he can only rise by the 
Lord's mercy. And will the Lord take away all 
iniquity? He will. The guilt of it he will 
remove bv applying the atonement, the power 
of it by bri^n^ Lme his word, ^d tbrvoy 
biingof it at death. Let this then be our daily 
prayer, " Lord, sanctify me wholly, and pre- 
serve my whole spirit, soul, and body blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
And if this flows from our hearts, it proves our 
regeneration, and will be answered in our com- 
plete sanctification. For *' faithful is he that call- 
ethyou,whoal80willdoit." He will take hisown 
time, and work in liis own way, but he will do it. 

More than for ease in mortal pain, 

For purity I pray : 
Whatever trial may remain, 

O take my sins away! 
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He shall sit €U a Refiner. — Mai. iii. 3. 

II is peo])]e are his precious metala. AfBictk 
are his furnace. Purification ia his design. ] 
therefore puts them into the furnace, and 
keeps them there until his end is acoomplisb 
But he superintends the whole procesir of 
fining himself. He r^ulates the heat, watd 
the operation of it, and sits waitmg for \ 
fulfilment of his design. He will not he dia 
pointed, for if one affliction does not prodi 
the desired end, another shall. Beloved, p 
haps you have wondered why one trial 1 
succe ded another in your experience ; but 1 
reason is tl is, the dross was not removed. T 
sorest trials are among thy choicest mercies, I 
cause they are intended to make you meet to 
a partaker of the inheritance of the saints 
light. Think not that you are left alone in yi 
sorrows, your Lord sits by ; he intently warn 
the purification, and as soon as thy pride, < 
stinacy, worldliness, and opposition to lus i 
is gone, the fire is drawn ; your troubles ^ 
end. There shall not be one furnace more d 
is necessary, nor shall you continue in suffer 
one moment more than is nee«lful. Your Savio 
who died for your sins^ is your Refiner ; and 
sits by the furnace during the whole procesi 
refining, he is preparing you for glory. 

With me in the fire remain 

Till like burnished gold I shine; 

Meet through consecrated pain, 
Tc aec V^e ^kw ^vVvcvfc. 
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IVhat have I done ? — Jerem. viii. 6. 

A. very necessary enquiry with which to close 
s day. We too seldom examine our hearts, 
compare our conduct with God's word. Let 
then to-night seriously ask ourselves a few 
estions. What have 1 done against the Lord ? 
ive I not broken his law, and disbelieved his 
spel? Have I not grieved his Spirit, and 
;hted his beloved Son? Have I not mur- 
u'ed at his providence, and opposed his will ? 
ive I not neglected his ordinances, and felt 
f heart rise against his sovereignty ? Have I 
t doubted his love, and questioned his faith- 
ness? Have I not forsaken him the fountain 
living waters, and preferred his creatures to 
nself? What have I done for the Lord? 
Eive I visited his sick, and relieved his poor? 
ive 1 instructed his ignorant ones, and en- 
oraged the desponding ? Have I assisted his 
nisters, and filled up my place in his church ? 
ive I pleaded with sinners, and endeavoured 
restore backsliders to his fold ? Have 1 
pt his glory in view, and sought to advance 
t kingdom in the world ? What have I done, 
mpared with my means, my opportunities, my 
)fessions, and with what others have done? 
u ! alas ! wise to do evil, to do good I appear 
have no knowledge. 

Lord, with this guilty heart of mme 

To thy dear cross I flee ; 
And to thy grace my soul renign 

To be renew'd by thee. 
W 
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The Just One. — Acts vii. 52, 

This is one of tbe titles of Jesus. He was 
lioly in his nature, and perfectly riehteous in bis 
ooiiduct. He rendered to all their due. As a 
Son, he honoured his Father by filial obedience 
to his will : as a Servant, be always did those 
things which pleased him : and as the Substi- 
tute of his people, be did what was demanded 
of them, and sutfered in their stead what tbcT 
dt'served. lie magnified the law and made it 
lionorable. He bore our sins in bis own body 
on the tree. By one offering be perfected for 
over them that are sanctified. He is still thk 
.1 i;sT One. Just to every character he sustains, 
to every name he wears, to every office he fills. 
Ho will justly punish bis foeSj and with equtl 
justice save all who believe on bis name. His 
word he will never falsify. His character shall 
never be sullied. He will not cast out one com- 
ing sinner. He will not neglect one of the 
lambs of his fold. He will not turn a deaf ear 
to one who calls upon his name. He will not 
deny salvation to any self-condemned soul who 
seeks it at bis feet. He will justly reward his 
.servants, not over looking even a cup of cold 
water given in bis name. He will appear " thx 
JcsT Onk," in the doom of the wicked, and in 
the everlasting happiness of bis saints. 

O thou Gracious, Wise, and Just, 
In thy hands my soul I trust , 
Make me holy, be my Guide, 
And for aU my ^mA% ^to^VJa, 
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Behold, he prayeth. — Acts ix. 1 1. 

Saul the pharisee had loDg used the form of 
prayer, but never until now had he really pray- 
ed. He was now created anew in Christ Jesus, 
he had spiritual life, he was under divine teach- 
ing, he felt his need of salvation, and therefore 
he prayed. None really pray but those who 
are born again, but ail quickened souls do pour 
out their hearts before God. They feel that 
they must pray or perish. They must pray or 
sink under the burden they have to carry. The 
heart is too full to hold, it moat have vent ; the 
desires are too strong to be suppressed, they 
will escape. Words may be wanting, but prayer 
will ascend : for prayer is rather the language 
of the heart than of the lip. Reader, there was 
a time when you did not pray. You were then 
dead in trespasses and sins. There was a period 
when you began to pray, that was the time when 
you were quickened by the Holy Spirit. You 
cannot live without prayer now, thoueh you feel 
(lull, dead, dark, cold, and stupid ; uiis is the 
evidence that you are alive unto God. God ad- 
mires the prayers of his people, and calls us to 
behold the pleasing fact, a persecutor prays. He 
always attends to praying souls, therefore con- 
tinue IN PRAYSR. Pray for grace to pray, 
when you feel that you cannot pray. 

O thou, by whom we come to God, 

Tbe life, the truth, the way ! 
The path of prayer th^elf hatt trod ; 

Lord, teaoh us bow to prty. 
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God imputeth righteousness without works. 
Rom. iv. 6. 

This is one of the great and gracious mysterieB 
of revelation. Man has no righteousness of 
his own. Goil cannot justify without one. 
The Lord Jesus comes into our world and pro- 
duces one. The righteousness of Jesus is in- 
fmitely meritorious. He wrought it out in our 
nature, as our Substitute. It was accepted for 
us and is placed to our account. Before we 
have done one good work, altogether irrespective 
of good works, the moment we believe, God 
ulaces the righteousness of Jesus to our account, 
it is ours. Ours by free gift. As much ours 
lis if we had wrought it ourselves. It is in this 
that we arc justified. In this we are truly righte- 
ous, therefore we are accepted of God, and no 
chiirge lies against us in the book of God. All 
is met. All is answered. The just God acquits 
us from all charges, pronounces us righteous, 
declares us to be free from all condemnation. 
Thus, *' Christ is the end of the law for righte- 
ousness to ever}' one that believeth." Beloved, 
when satan tempts you, when fears distress you, 
when your past conduct generates despondency, 
when the claims of the law disturbs you, en- 
deavour to exercise faith in this glorious fact, 
that God imputes righteousness without works. 

Jesus, how glorious in thy grace ! 

When in thy name we trust. 
Our faith receives a righteousness, 

Which m&k<i% \,Yie %\fiiiGr just 
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Jtaut Christ the «am«.— Heb. xiii. S. 
iDunutability U one of the eucnti«] perfec- 
tioDS of Jehovah. He riaims it u bis right. 
He presents it as a source of comfort to his 
jieople, nhen he aajra, " I am the Lord, I cbange 
not; therefore, ye sona of Jacob are not con- 
sumed." But the Lord Jeius it immutable, 
because be ia divine. lie changes not. He is 
the same in all the glories of his person — in all 
the purposes of his heart — in all the doctrioes 
of his gospel — in the prestness of bis Jotc — in 
the omnipotence of hia power — in the tender- 
ness of his ayoipathy — in the merit of his blood 
— and in Lis hatred to ain. Is Jesus immu- 
table? Then let us adore him as divine. Let 
us trust him with implicit confidence. Let tu 
hold fast the precious truths of his holy gospel. 
Let us seek comfort in him, when out earthly 
gourds wither, and all our cisterns are broken. 
He is the same in darkness as in the light. 
When we ate cast down, as when we are filled 
with joy. When providence frowns, as when 
all things around smi e and rejoice. He ia al- 
ways Jesus, the Snv our; tlie kind, the conde- 
scending, the foitli-ul, the tender Saviour. "~ 
is the same to-night, as when w " -•--'"' 
love; and as when our hearti 
sound uf bis name. 

H is purpose snd toie are Uie aami 

Whitevet the changes I find, 

A trifle in«y alter my irame, 

But nothing unsettles bis mind. 
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I shall die in my nett, — Job xxiz. 18. 

Job's nest was very comfortable, and appeared 
to be very secure. It was on high and not 
to be easily reached. He knew that death coold 
reach it, but he thought that nothing else wonU 
disturb it. His conduct was consLrtent, and hu 
conscience was quiet ; God was his Fatiier, and 
providence, his triend. " Then I said I shall 
die in my nest." But, alas ! suddenly a storm 
arose, the nest was destroyed, and the poor bird 
lay bleeding and exposed. No earthly nest is 
out of danger. Temporal comforts are only 
lent. The &gher the tree in which we build, 
the more exposed to the whirlwind and the storm. 
The inhabitant of the low place enjoys the 
shelter. Here we have no continuing city. In 
one day we may be brought down. Let us there- 
fore endeavour to leave our matters more with 
the Lord, and learn to be content with his ap- 
pointments. We must die. But when, and 
where, and how, should be left with the Lord. 
Five m'mutes after death, it will matter veiy 
little, whether we died on a bed of down, in a 
spacious chamber, surrounded by friends ; or at 
some rich man's gate neglected and alone. 
Present comforts may all leave us, our soft neit 
may be scattered to the winds, but our union to 
Jesus nothing can disturb. 

I would not contend with thy will, 
Whatever that will may decree ; 

But 0, may each iTial I feel 

Unite me moT« tnxA^ x» \)r«». 
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Leaning upon her beloved. — Song viii. 5. 

Jesus is the object of a believer's love. To 
him the world is a wilderness. Heaven is his 
Father's house and his home. He is passing 
through the wilderness in company with Jesus. 
He is represented as the bride leaning on her 
beloved. This is indicative of weakness in her- 
selfj and confidence in her beloved. He is lier 
strength as well as her guide. Her support as 
well as the object of her afiection. She leans 
un him as well as converses with him. He sup- 
ports as well as comforts her. Believer, keep 
close to thv Saviour's side. Never leave him 
while in thi s waste bowhng wilderness. Lean 
on him, and when you feel weak lean hard. 
His strong arm is put forth to support thy weak 
frame. He will bear thee up. He will lead thee 
on. The more you lean on him, the more you 
will love him ; and the more you love him, the 
closer you will cleave to him. Yield to l»is 
guidance, trust in his love, lean on his power, 
walk by his side, and commend him to others 
around you. In his company you are safe, in 
communion with him you will be happy: like 
the two disciples of old^ your heart will be warm- 
ed, and you will be at the end of your journey 
before you are aware of it. He is ialways at your 
side, believe and prove him near. 

On thy Saviour's love and power, 
On his righteousness and blood. 

Lean in every trying hour, 

Lean till you sit down with God. 
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Ebenezer. — 1 Sam. vii. 12. 

We have required help, for as creatures we 
are exposed^ weak, and foolish; and as chrisfdaiu 
we are surrounded by snares, opposed by ene- 
mies, are timid and fearful, and easily turned 
aside. We have received help, an^' help in 
ever}' time of need. It was through divine as- 
sistance that we we were able to overcome un- 
belief and evil habits ; to break away from our 
Old connections ; to take up our cross and bear 
it after Jesus ; to stand our ground amidst 
storms of temptation, and power&l opposition; 
to persevere in the good old way. Having ob- 
tained help of God we continue to this day. Let 
us then set up our Ebenezer, and acknowledge 
the help we have received. Its source was 
divine, it came from above. The supply has 
been sufficient — well tira'd — exactly suited to 
tiie circumstances in which we are placed. The 
manner of communication was at times direct, 
we can say, ** The Lord helped me : " at other 
times indirect, the Lord helped us by others. 
What should be the result ? Pwdse — hearty, 
ijrateful, constant praise. Prayer — fervent, 
faitliful, frequent prayer for help in future. 
Patience — giving the Lord time, and waiting 
in quiet expectation for the fulfilment of his 
word. Testimony — God is faithful. 

Here I raise niv Ebenezer, 

Hither by thy help I come ; 
And I hope, by tY\y ^ood pleasure, 

Safely to atme aXYvowve, 
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The word of ki$ grace. — Arti. xi». 3. 
Thii is one of the titles of the blessed gospel- 
It is God's ^rioua word. His gMicious word 
to graceless sinners. It originated in grace, and 
was once a miglity tlioughthid in the depths of 
the mind of God. It was introduced into our 
world by grace, and by grace alone it has been 
toDtioued until now. It publishes grace, or a 
free pardon to all sinners who believe in Jesus: 
a hcar^ welcome to the Lord's throne : a ful- 
ness opened in the liedeemer's person to supply 
all OHr wants ; and a legal title to heaven by 
faith ID Christ Jesus. It ts made effectnal by 
grace, and is the instrument by which the Lord 
produces the work of graee in our hearts. It 
is eBientially different from law, or legal re- 
qiiiri'ment ; for it speaks of favour shewn, it 
presents blessings of inestimable value, and 
proclaims everlasting liberty as an act of sove- 
reign grace. Beloved, beware lest you legalize 
toe gospel, or turn it into a law requiring, rather 
than what it is, the joyful sound of the Jubilee, 
proclaiming pardon, peace, liberty, and restora- 
tion to an everlasting inheritance. It is the 
good news of God's favour, the glaU tidings of 
a full salvation for the poor, lost, and degrade<l 
children of meu; of every blessing man can 
neeil, without money and without [nice. 
O Lord 1 the treaaures of Ih; love 

Are B?erU»ting mines i 
Deep BB our helpless miseries ire. 
And boundiess at om in'ak\ 
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Is thine heart right ? — 2 Kings x. 15. 

This is an important enquiry. With some 
the head is right, it has dear views of doctrine, i 
and can make correct statements respecting | 
christian experience, but the heart is not right 
Reader, is thine ? Is it broken for sin? Is it , 
set against sin ? Is it fixed on the Lord Jesus? > 
Do you embrace the Lord's word^ rest for ac- 
ceptance on Jesus' finished work, and endeaTonr 
so to walk as to please God? Is your heart 
glowing with love to the saints, pity for the . 
world, and zeal for the glory of God? Can vou 
live comfortably, without living upon Chriatl 
Can you be satisfied without fellowship with 
God ? How is your heart affected towards the 
bible, the Lord's day, and the means of grace? 
Are you humbled imder a sense of your sinful- 
ness, and filled with wonder at the exceeding 
grace of God towards you? If so, your heart it 
right. But it will not be long right unless it is 
kept near to Jesus. You must often visit 
Gethsemane and Calvary, you must have fellow- 
ship with Christ in his sufferings, or you cannot 
keep the heart right. If it is not right, are you 
mourning on account of it ? Do you take it to 
Jesus ? Perhaps you are saying, — 

If mine were right, it could not be. 
Good God, 80 contrary to thee. 

So prone to every sin : 
It must remain an evil heart, 
TiW thou thine hallowing grace impart, 

And Christ is ioimedL m^Mv. 
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He thaU direct tky pofJU.— Frov. iji. «. 
Are you in perplexity 7 At ft lou which way 
I take, or whVt to do? Doet proTidrace h$lm 
lyour ichemM, ud leare you in eoofiuioii 
id troable? The Lord U teaching yon the 
le tenon which he taUKht hit prophet Jeremitfa, 
ho said, " O Lord, I know thnt the way of 
An ii not hinuelf : it ii not in man that walk- 
:h to direct bii atepa." You miut go to the 
ord for wiidom, ai well aa for grace ; and look 
I him for direction, aa well ag aalTBtion. He 
u marked out tout path, but you cannot tee 
le linei ; go to nim in child-like dmplici^ and 
ik him to throw tight upon it, and then it will 
9 all plain. Seek hit direction before every 



Xtrement. Beaeech him to so with you in 
'•ry enterpriae. "In every uiiiig by prayer 
kd auppUeatian with thankagiviug, let your 
queata be made known unto God. "In all 
ly waya acknowledge him, and he ihall direct 
If p^*." Hia eye ii upon thee for good. 
u ear ia open to thy pr»yer. He will be very 
woua nnto thee at the voice of thy cry, when 
9 ahall hear he will aniwer thee. Conault hii 
ord, aeek bii bleaaing, honour hii love, keep 
a company, aim at hia glory, and he ahall 
i«et thv patba. He only c»n direct you aright, 
id he bat promiaed that he will. 

Commit to him thy doubtful way, 
Rett on hii cira, and iruit hi* hand : 

Hia goodneii ihall thy path diapl^, 
And icon a pioa('K»a ttA « 
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Jhrist died for the ungodly. — Rom. v. 6. 

"fot for the weak merely, but for the wicked. 
' those who where totally depraved, and eD- 
ly unworthy of his notice. Who had lost 
image of (iod, were alienated from the Ufe 
God, and were enemies to God. What won- 
us grace is this ! Had he died only for the 
ral, or the amiable,. or those who had some- 
]g to recommend them to his notice; we 
;ht have ffiven way to despair, and have con- 
ded that he could not have ched for us : but 
^as for the ungodly. Just such as we are. 
;ually for us if we believe in him. In our 
id. As our Substitute. That we might 
er die. He was made sin for us, who knew 
sin ; that we might be mad^ the righteousness 
God in him. Let us then draw comfort from 
3 fact, that Jesus died, in order that ungodly 
aers might live for ever. He bore our sins 
bis own body on the tree, that we being dead 
sins might live unto righteousness. We there - 
e, as believers in Jesus, shall never die. Our 
s are atoned for. For us expiation is made. 
; are entitled to life. We have it. For Jetus 
i, '* Verily, verily I say unto you, he that be- 
^eth on me hath everlasting life." O thou 
rious Redeemer, how shafi we sufficiently 
lise thee for thy wondrous love ! 

Was it for crimes that I had done 

He groan'd upon the tree ? 
Amazing pity ! grace unknown I 

And love beyond degree I M 
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I would not live ahoay, — Job vii. 16. 

Yet we should be willing to live at long u 
God pleases. He will keep us in this world no 
longer than he can in some way get gloiy br ni. 
Still, pain and suffering make me appear long, 
and death desirable. It is generally the sufferer 
who says, " I loathe it, I would not live alwigr." 
Rut the language is suited to us, for if we wen 
to live alway, we should sin alway, we should 
mourn alway, we should be alway pasting throng 
tribulation. Who would live alway at a diatancfl 
from home, in a state of exile? But toch if 
our state now. Well, we shall not live alway, 
nor shall we hve long, our remaining days may 
be very few ; let us not therefore be much con- 
cenied about how long we shall live, but let oi 
aim to Uve to some good purpose. I^et ut live 
while we live. Let us live for God — for the 
good of souls — for the spread of tlie gotpel— 
for the improvement of the church — for the hon- 
our of Cfhrist — and for the destruction of tin. 
Let us endeavour so to live, as neither to for 
peath nor life ; being prepared for the one, sod 
useful in the other. Let us Uve expecting erei^ 
lasting hfe, where the satisfaction will be perfed^ 
and the appetite for enjoyment will be always 
fresh. Let us live upon Christ, for Chritt, m 
as much like Christ as possible. 

No ; I would not always live, 
Always sin, repent, and grieve, 
Always in my dungeon groan, 
^ Always sene aGi^AxoikxMiwTi. 




NOVEMBER 36. 335 

He talk Kitled on bit le«t.—Im. xlviii. 1 1 . 
Thw was the effect of prmperitj. He wa» 
DOW wise in his own wiidoin, and itroug in hii 
own strength. All nag ealm and tranquil, and 
he waa settled down in self-satisraction. Thii 
would soon be the case with n9, if it were not 
for trials and temptationi. We should, like 
Israel, forget God our SaTJour, and lightlf t*- 
teem the Kock of our salvation. To a certain 
extent this is Bometimes the case, we settle down. 
and then prayer becomes formal, spiritual goo<l 
tasteless, the things of Ood mere commonplace 
matters. There is no wrestling with God, no 
direct communion with God, no savoury spirit- 
ual couversation ; the form is maintained, hut 
the |>ower is gone. When this haj'pens, if we 
arc really christians, we may look out for troubles, 
for tliey will surely cnme : our God will stir lit 
up, as the eagle stirreth up her nest. He will 
send one trial upon another, one message after 
another, until he brin^ us back to himself with 
weeping and supplication. Hoab may settle on 
his lc;es, but Israel thall not ; therefore beware 
o!' siuking into such an unbecoming state. "Woe 
unto them that are at ease in Zion. Now is the 
tine fol* diligence, for activity in God's cause, for 
carrying out the Saviour's precepts. Letuswork, 
not sleep ; be active, not aettle on our ieei. 

Be wise to run th; rsoc, 
And cast off every load : 

Strive to be rich in works of grace, 
Be rich lowarit dif OoL 



NOVEMBER 27. 



were of a crimson colour. His views of 
were vivid and powerful. But so exalte 
his views of tlie efiicac)' of the atonemcu 
he ^elt persuailed that if it were applied, it 
entirely remove the stain. He believed 
the Lord wushed liim, he would do it thoro 
that every 8]>ot and trace of sin would be 
away, and tlial he should be pure ils an u 
lij^h't. Ite has realized this. lie is enio 
at this moment. Beloved, however Uoi 
crimi-s, however deep the steins of sin n 
on thy soul, the jireeioiis blood of Jesus ( 
move the whole. If thy Goil wash thee, 1 
pur|^ out every stain; lie will make the 
fcctly c^lean. It is said of those aliove 
were once sinners like thee below, " Th 
adthoutfanU before the throne of God." 
it is said of Jesus, to hih eternal Itonoiu 
he is able " to present i/ou faulllcM b^a 
presfnce of his glory witk exceeding joy." 
never can estimate th>! value of k Saviour's 1 
You never ran have too exalted views of it 
caey, for it cleanseth f^ont all si«. Pn 
blooil ! The bhiod of Incarunte Deity, r 
clcausc my siiul completely and fot ever! 

To purge lliy giiiity atairii, 
Till whiter than the purest snows. 



NOVEMBER 28. :fdr 

Yet wUl I trust in him,— Job xiii. 15. 

Nor can you do better. Nay, you caaooC do 
so well. It is the very best tlung you cai* dcr. 
But suppose he strip me of my property, be- 
reave me of my childreo, deprive me of my 
health, sever me from my friends, aud hide hui 
face from me. Still trust iu him. iNot only wo, 
but if he appears to stand over you as an eiLecu- 
tioner, with the axe uplifted, ready to strike the 
fatal blow, still trust in him. You have his 
word, and he cannot deny it, he wiU not falsify 
it. He must be faithful. He toili be kimi. He 
never can turn away from the imploring eye 
of his afflicted child. He never will rcrfuse 
to honour his word of promise, when it is 
pleaded at his throne. Trust in him, for 
he is only trying thy faith, deepening thy 
experience, and laying a foundation for tby 
future happiness. Trust in him, and you 
will some dav bless him for this verv trial. 
Trust in him, and when he bath tried you, 
yuu shall come forth as gold. Though satan 
tempt you, though corruption rage wit bin 
you, though the world may frown upon you, 
though christian friends are unkind to you, 
though all things appear to be a^j^aimrt yon, 
still say, ** Yet will I trust in him." I^ei 
nothing shake your confidence in God. 

Why should I dread Jehovah's haizd. 
Though it might crush to dust? 

'Tis love that fives his arm command. 
And in that love 1 trust. 



:m NOVEMBER 29. 

The day of small things. — Zech. iv. 10. 

The work of grace in some persons is scareeh 
iliscernahle. Their faith is so weak. Thei 
knowledge is so small. Their love is so feeUe 
Their reserve is so great. They cannot opei 
their minds to any one. They are held in_per 
petual bondage. Yt t they are the Lord's. Tlic; 
hiive light enough to see the emptiness of tb 
world, the vdeness of sin, and the value o 
Christ. They long for the enjoyment of hi 
love, and desire above all things an interest ii 
him. They cannot say they love him, but thej 
heartilv desire to do so. Thev have many fesn 
and few joys. They say they do not pray, and 
yet they could not live without going to the 
throne of grace. In their esteem nothing i* 
to be compared with union to C))rist, no peo* 
pie are so happy as the Lord's ])eople, and the) 
feel that they would give a world to be like them 
it is with such the day of small things, but then 
are the things which accompany salvation. Then 
is the acorn from which the oak will grow 
There is the dawn which will introduce the \ier 
feet day. Beloved, do not despise the day o 
sxwuW things ; God docs not ; Jesus does not 
you should not. 

The first faint spark of good desire 
Which feebly would to heaven aspire, 

Its kindler God will not despise; 
The spark into a flame shall spread ; 
And bless'd by him the smallest seed 

Of faiti^ itkto a tree shall rise. 



NOVEMBER 30. 339 

Before honour is humility. — Pror. xriiL 12. 

The Lord always bumbles, before be exalts. 
He strips us, before he clothes us with the best 
robe. He empties us, before he fills us with his 
grace. We must take our seat on the dunghill, 
before we are raised to sit with the princes of 
his people. It is the weak that he strengthens. 
The poor that he supplies. The condemned that 
he justifies. The homeless that he receives. 
The totally unworthy that he crowns with glory. 
We must lie low, if we would rise high. We 
must be nothing, if we would inherit all things. 
We must be quite empty, if we would be filled 
with all the fullness of God. He giveth grace 
unto the humble. Joseph must lie in the dun- 
geon, before he is seated in the second chariot 
of Egypt. David must be hunted like the part- 
ridge upon the mountains, before he is raised to 
^11 the throne of Israel. Paul must be a poor 
blind sinner, before he becomes the great Apostle. 
This is God's plan. The righteous who are now 
accounted the offscouring of all things, are des- 
tined to shine as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Beloved, fear not to go down; the 
lower you descend in humility, the higher you 
will rise in glory : the deeper your penitence, 
the sweeter your joys. God resisteth the proud, 
but he giveth grace to the humble. 

He draws from human littleness, 

His grandeur and renown ; 
And humble hearts with joy confess, 

The triumph all his own. 



Mi\ DECEMBER 1. 

Hi act to krip in time of need, — Heb. iv. 16. 

'riii- term f(rarc, incltide* the wisclom and 
itiiii^th, \\\\\v\\ may lie neeeuan- to enaUeai 
til lift tti iplit, under nil circumstanceit. We diily 
iii-ril ^'riu'L*. Itut there aru seasons in which we 
nerd ^riici* cNpceially : as in prosjierity^ to keep 
iiM iKiiii ^I'ttiu}^ |)rou<land presumptuous: insd- 
\(-ritit\, tu ki'i'p us from eomplaining or des- 
IMiiiiiiii^ : ill temptation, to preserve us from its 
•iiiiivM : and in death, that wc may die to the 
l.tiiilV<i ^lory. Graee in to l>e liad. There is a 
ilii-i»ut' enreted on purpose to dispense it. It is 
^iM'ii t(» tliu uioMt unworthy. It is to be btd 
ill luiMwcr to prayer. ** Let us therefore come 
Uddly imto tne throne of {irace, that we may 
ohtaiii mercy* &nd fuul jj^race to help in time of 
nci'il." Let us not attempt any thing in our 
own HtreuKth, or fancy that we can accomphsh 
nay X\\\\\'* by our own wisdom ; but let us live 
under u dce)i sense of our need of srrace, of 
Uuil's udUu^^uoss to liestovv it. and of the in- 
calculable benefits to bo derived from it : thus 
let us approach the throne, ]>leacling the name of 
JcsuM, tliat so we may be supplied. O for grace 
to keep me in health, to cheer me in sickness, 
but espirially to make me victorious in death ! 

'X\\v ^TMOo 1 every tnomcut want, 

'riie fresh 8i»])plies of faith and love, 

iUhI of exhaustless inerey, grant, 
In answer to my t^iend above. 

liierease my faith, contirm my hope, 

( - ntil I yisld my s^mx vc^. 



DECEMBER 2. 341 

I believe God. — ^Acts zxvii. 25. 

The most reasonable thing in the worhi, and 
yet at some times the most difficult. He has 
spoken to us in the plainest terms, he has con- 
firmed his promises with the blood of his dear 
Son, he has made every one of his saints a wit- 
ness to his faithfulness, and yet we do not half 
beUeve him. We do not absolutely doubt the 
truth of his promises, or his faithfulness to them, 
but we question their appUcation to us. Yet he 
has described our characters, presented us with 
examples as much like ourselves as possible : 
but unbelief is so strong, satan is so active, and 
present things have such influence, that we do 
not believe God. May he deeply convince ua 
of the sin of unbelief, humble us for it before 
his throne, and send his Holy Spirit to work 
faith in our hearts. Beloved, do yon, as you read, 
or hear his precious promises, say, " That is true. 
God will perform it. He will nuike it good in my 
experience. Therefore, I cannot want. I will not 
fear. I will onl}^ trust in his word, rely on hia 
power, plead at his throne, and wait for thefulfil- 
oient of the promises in his own time and way.'' 
Such should be the langua^ of all our kearta. 
But, alas! how few of us use it. Our Lord correcta 
md encourages us to-night, by saying, "Be not 
faithless but believing." 

Now learn in every state, 
To make his will your own ; 

And when the jojn of sense det^«3c\., 
To walk by faith alone. 
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dark night, the fierce foe, t 
much tribulation, will pro' 
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ings of the Holy Spirit, 
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through tbe fire." May 
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O Lord : how woudrou 
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l^ECEMBER 4. 343 

His fruit was sweet to my taste. — Song ii. 3. 

The Lord Jesus is incomparably lovely. His 
personal excellencies baffle the powers of des- 
cription. Every beautiful figure which nature 
can furnish is employed to set him forth. But 
a spiritual perception is necessary to discern and 
dehght in him. Every one who perceives his 
glory, appUes to his fuhiess ; and every one who 
applies to his fulness, receives and enjoys his 
communications. Here he is compared to the 
apple tree amidst the trees of the wood, as 
affording refreshing shade and deticious food. 
** His fruit was sweet to my taste." His fioiit 
includes the promises he has made, the pardons 
he bestows, the reconciliation he has effecte'^ 
the peace he imparts, the fellowship he has with 
his people, the assurances of his love, the joys 
of the Holy Ghost, the hoj)e of eternal life, ac- 
cess into God's ])i*esence, and the precious fore- 
tastes of glory which he sends. These are sweet, 
incomparably sweet to every spiritual mind. 
Sheltered fi*om stoiTns, })rotected from foes, pre- 
served from the sultry sun, and fed with the 
fiiiits of salvation, the believer is happy, and 
his Saviom* is precious to his soul. And while 
the fruits of Jesus are sweet to him, sin is 
bitter; he has no relish for the follies, vain 
amusements, and sinful pleasures of the world. 

Oh ! sweet repast of heavenly love, 
How rich these royal dainties prove; 
In thine embrace 'tis life to be, 
So sweet thy fruit and shade to me. 




mgaiiMt him. God nrct^pt* ov 
<ne acri-pt tin Son. Jeans in pi 
the ga!>|H'l nn OiMrx freo gift, b> 
I bluaaing wliici 



<1». . 



tuil. 



..1 Ki'mcral. thcj put it ftwn ti 
with nintinni>t. We did this t 
t1i(> Holy S|iirit quickened m 



(!od from Christ; vre kk a.a 
lUititU'cI til dU xpiiitual bles* 
God HOW apoi'|iteth oiit worl 
nnd wortlilos* as tliey are : b 
' - -'■ 1 IipIovciI rhild, th' 



DECEMBER 6. 34& 

I am Alpha and Omega. — Rev. i. 8. 

This is the Saviour's testimony to his own 
dignity and glory. He takes the first and last 
letters of the greek alphabet, which enclose and 
include all the rest, and says, *' I am Alpha and 
Omega.** These letters form the words which 
reveal and make known facts, Jesus is the great 
manifester of God. By him the divine nature 
and perfections are brought to light. These 
letters include all that is necessary for commu- 
nication, among all who use the tongue. Jesus 
is the All-sufficient One. He possesses in him- 
self all that is necessary for our preservation, 
salvation, consolation, and glorification. .He 
comprehends in himself all wisdom and know- 
ledge, all worth and wealth, all time and eternity. 
He is the source and end of salvation. From 
him it flows and he is the centre round which it 
revolves. T o be all this he must be Grod. He 
is naturally, essentially, and eternally divine. 
He includes in himself all that is great, good, 
and glorious; therefore believers are never weary 
of hearing of him, or speaking in his praise. In 
him sinners will find all they need. Sweet view 
of Jesus this, four times in this book does he 
take this title, therefore we should often dwell 
upon it and derive benefit from it. It is full of 
precious food and sterling worth. 

When o'er the word my eye is cast, 
There Jesus is the first and last, 
And all the blessings there made known, 
Their Alpha Omega oviiv. 
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Ali these thing" are agai 
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gmeratioD. They cannot 
wean you from earth— lea 
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DECEMBER 8. 347 

dy God, we know thee. — Hosea viii. 2. 

£ is a great mercy to know Grod. No one 
68 except he is taught of Grod. We did not 
ce, if we do now. We can only riffhtly know 
k1, by* knowins Jesus, for he hatn revealed 
n. To know nim as revealed in the broken 
7, only fills us with terror and alarm : for 
are we only learn his justice — requirements — 
Bth — terror — power — ^majesty — and jealousy. 
it to know him as revealed in the gospel, as 
ide known in Jesus, fills us ^ith joy and 
ice : for there we see his pity and compassion 
bis love and grace — his power and mercy — 

kindness and attention — his friendship and 
levolence, united and agreed to do us good, 
we know Grod, we shall trust in his word ; we 
lU love his perfections ; we shall perform his 
icepts; we shall cleave to his people; we 
dl DC often at his throne ; and we shall de- 
bt to do his will. To know God is to be 
ly wise, and to possess everlasting life ; for 
"his," said Jesus, "is Ufe eternal, toknow thee 
; only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thoi\ 
it sent.'* The knowledge of Grod comes from 
ding his word, watching his providence, stu- 
ng nis works, and the teachmg of his Holy 
int. Can we say to-night, "My God, I 
ow THEE? My God, I love thee?" 

Come, Holy Ghost, unfold the word, 

Reveal the Saviour's name ; 
Fill with the knowledge of the Lord, 

The infinite I AM. 



DECEMBER 9. 

f God is eternal life. — RcHn. yi. 23. 

en is eternal death. ^With this the 
>ii« lis. But Grod hath given to m 
. aud this life is in his Son. Jesus is 
iotl. and eternal life. We have the 
ctomal existence, of eternal existence ^ 
sill, pain, sorrow, grief, and dissp- ^ 

Of eternal existence in the enjcy- 
aso. holiness, honour, wealth, peace, ^ 
iid satisfaction. Eternal eniplo}'meiit 
11 cut. This is given us. Given ui J 

is the expression of Jehovah's love ! 
display of his sovereign and distin- 
raoe. Angels sinned, and are thrust 
L'll : we sinned, and our God against 

have sinned, has given to us etemtl 

y believer has the principle now. He 

od to^'ther with Christ, he is alive 

Beloved, let us live in hope of this 

Let us press onward to the enjov- 

Jesiis has promised it to all mi 

o says. " I give unto them etemsl 

they shall never perish, neither shill 

[ihick them out of my hand. My 

lieli gave them me is greater than all; 

e is able to pluck tnem out of my 

land." 

nswur then thy blest, design, 

Bring to me the life of grace, 
rinj? me larger life divine. 

Fill my soul with holiness, 
It nic for the life aibove, 
II the life oi \vea,NerL\>j \on^. 



DECEMBER 10. 349 

He is Lord of all. — ^Acts x. 36. 

Jesus has supreme authority. He rules over 
all. He has all power in heaven and in earth. 
He doth according to his will. All creatures are 
xinder his controul, and must suhserve his pur- 
pose. He claims all as Creator, he reigns over 
all as Mediator. He uses all to fulfil ms plea- 
sure. He is worthy of our highest praise. All 
men should honour the Son, even as they hon- 
our the Father. We can go to no place, and 
justly say, Jesus does not reign here. We can- 
not lay our hand on any thing, and say, Jesus 
has no claim to this. We can refer to no event, 
and say, Jesus will not overrule this. He 
knows all existencies. He claims all he knows. 
He presides over all he claims. He uses for his 
glory all over whom he presides. Every thing 
IS at his heck. The fish of the sea. The fowls 
of the air. The heasts of the field. The angels 
of Qod. The devil and his host. The lost 
souls in hell. The glorified in heaven. Sinners 
and saints on earth. He is Lord of all. He 
sits at Grod's ri^ht hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, — 
not only in this world, but also in that which is 
to come. As the supreme Lord, he is to be 
loved, feared, and obeyed. 

Worthy the Lamb of boundless sway, 
In earth and heav'n the Lord of all ; 
Him all the hosts on high obey ; 
Let men before his footstool fall. 
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Tlf trie light mnii skinet 
Our lauil WHS once shroui 
ni Vaf»i\\»ia. tlii* no* ilisp 
dueliuD of the muptl. Tl 
vi'lujied iu tlie iiarkness ol 
portly diuipati^il at the refor 
■u|>«ntiti<ni still hong over • 
tllir true li|cht Devertheless 
fiYim the written wurd, anil i 
ilreiU of ])ulpita. It has >] 
hiui nliane lutn our hearts. 
(•(ivcreil our tea\ state by i 
trill! cluracter. The vfbv of 
The SOUK* of true pleo»iire, 
arivTitsble obedience. It ih 
miltUVi clearly, and eonttuitl 
]iUy Ood'n fre« ^ce. To i 
TOmfort— -to aork with jilea: 
eonfidenee — to fig »ith ce 
home ivith 8<ttiifactioii. Doi 
shine ? Then let us be than 
are still sitting in dorkni.'gs 
death. Let us improve our 
ing in the light as oiir God 
Hvm^ in feUowthip with hi 
the hglit in every direction 6 
ahilit^. Ltt us beware ot 
eleaviiig to the pure and ins 

1 lo rescue men fi 
Lei the light withi 

Sinncra lo the Savioi 
By in energy dWii 




deliver f'—lau. 1, 2. 
n for unbelief, 
ir (AaA onn ilcliver — if he has promis 
ivcr — \ihy tliuu thusc fears, this gloom, a 
t^rj )lexity 'I Look your difficulty full in t 
walk roimd it nuil examine it on every si" 
hitn yon have ilnuu to, answer your Lor 
ion, " Hace I no power to deUcer /" Y 
t)>ply it to sin, itii guilt, it» power, itn cc 
oce». You mav ^>|))y it to satan, 
i, his craft, his determmed onpoHition 

You may api'ly it to tlie world, its siuu" 
rsumtiou, its spirit. You may apply it 
md all the eircniDstsuccs in which you ( 
uecd by an adverse proviilence. Caui 
(jDil iWliver you 7 U his arm sliurtem 
t cuiiiiot save? Or is his ear heavy, t) 
iiuot Itear'f If not, why then doul 
cant down T Hojw thoii in God, for th 
yet praiHt; him. He hath delivered, 
liolivtT, and be will yet debver you. Oru 
lot by your uubeliei, but trust in his wo 
ijMHi bin name, look to his arm, and 
iliew vou tiiat he has power to deliv 
■at he will exert it on your beluif. He la; 
I upon me, and I will deliver thee." 

Jeiius, Itie KOndera of thy uaiiie 

To-d»y M yeslerdnj ihe ssme 
We all are call'd lo prote ; 

No end ii of thy mercies found, 

We oannot stop thine arm, or bound 
The omnipotence rf love. 



;i62 DECEMBER 13. 

Mine anger u turned away from iU>. 
IIo«. xiv. -1, 
itoA had hi^u imgrr. He ii uieiy with tl 
ivii'ked vvcTj- lUv. itii anger R^aimt then 
JHdieial, rouiud f>y their aiu. It la feaifnl. I 
raDKniucuccn are dangorous — dreadful, h «i 
itia{>liiytMl in thu flooil, more clearly ia Qed 
M'nuuiu anil Calvary, llcll is the eternal hub 
feitutiun (if God's juat ariKer agaimt nn. £ 
i* »«metitui;» angry with liu peujile. Hit ang 
^liiiHt thuni is patrmal, rotued by the condn 
of his ubild. lie ia ^ugiy because he lore 
Ilix luvu to the person rouaes his diapleamii 
Hgiuniit the conduct. lie sbcwa big diapleaau 
l>v HflUctiuDH — init-stiuns — auil tUstregges. ft 
hia internal aneer is momentury. lie chattel 
bin child, anil a angry bei-iiusc it is obstinatf 
but as soon as it releuta, mourns at his feet, cu 
1, apueols to his mercy, and pleai 
ent, the frown gives jilace to a noil 
and he kindlv says, " Miue anger is turned awl 
from him. I will receive the prudigftl. I wi 
■till love the child. I nill restore the wanden 
to bis former place, privileges, and boooura. 
will love him as though nothing had Ikappenei 
his nin shall only be remembered by himnlf. 
Kweet thought to lie down with to-niebt, " Tl 
ani^r of God is turned away uid he loTes me. 
Tliuugh hl> rigliteouB HDli^r Tis«, 

Anger in a tnomcut dies : 

Mvrcy still hi* heart deviaes, 

Life within hUbivQurlin. 



DKCEMJ 

. He doeth acconUng to ) 

The will of God is infi 
nil events. What Goil 
^ he requires of us, she 
*" What he accom])lishes b 
^ ' dence, shews what is ne( 
"* eye is in every place. Hi 
■* Ihe glorification of hir 
"* keeps constantly in view 
** his people with himself, 
^ benefits them ; and whal 
' "• glory to his holy name. 
■■ plan, performing liis w 
** pur])oscs, quietly, cong 

* ■ amidst all the bustle, coi 
^ of men. His will is law 

^ of right. To attempt to 

- son. If it could be effec 

^ misery, and wTetchethic 

■ * But the will of God is 

■■^ Whatever he uills his pt 

* ease and certainty. By 
?■ of the earth are reputei 
■■ doeth according to his w 
■* ven, and among the mh 

• and none can stay his h 

' What doest thou?" E 

** <*fFcctually works thy sar 

In heaven, and odith, 
He executes his tirm 



^o4 DECEMBER 15. 

Thou shalt caU me^ 3/y Father. — Jer. iii. 19. 

Our God loves us to realize his patem&l rela- 
tion to lis. and to acknowledge the same in our 
a})proae]ios to him. A father can do what no 
one cist' can. He can forgive the basest con- 
duct . lie can love the most defoimed child- 
He can receive the most ungrateful prodigal. 
He can bestow the most costly favour. He can 
exercise the greatest patience. So our God be- 
<niusc he is a Father, pities us, pardons us, pro- 
vides for us, loves us, Idesses us, acknowledge> 
us, and rejoices over us to do us good. Let iis 
dA^i'lI u]>on this sweet view of the Almight}'. 
Let US pray as to a Father. Let us work as 
tor a Father. I^t us expect as from a Father. 
Let us trust as in a Father. Let us love Go<l 
as a rather. Let us speak of him as of a Father. 
Let us place confidence in him as in a Father. 
Let us seek the Spirit of adoption, if we have 
it not, to bear witness with our spirit that we 
are the cliildren of God; to cr\', Abba, Fathei', i» 
our hearts ; and to enable us, without fear or 
wavci'ing, to call him our Father. O how much 
jjloom and sadness it would prevent, how much 
comfort and peace would it bring to our souls* 
if wc lived under the impression that our God 
is OH)- Fiither ! Beloved, endeavour to keep this 
view rjf thy God ever before thine eves. 

» « 

Abba, Father, Lord we call thee, 

( Hallowed name !) from day to day : 
'Tis thy children's right to know thee, 
None but cVvMreTi K\>W «.*.'?. 



DECEMBER 16. 366 

It aim ImotMth not hit time. — Eccb. U. 12. 
Ji the future ia unknown, a daik cloud hann 
ween ub and it. We know not what ihul 

We know not the time of trial, nhen oiu 
wt, oiu* strength, and resolution ihall be 
d. We know not the time of teiaptation» 
:n latan will be allowed more paiticularty to. 
uilt us, and try his strength upon us. We 
<w not tbe time of danger, when there is but 
ep between ut and a grievous fall, when our 
< Btwid ready to triumph over us. We know 
the time of our death, it is fixed, it maj 
fery near, but we are ignoreat of it. This 
uld teach us humili^, let us not presume, 

humbly wait upon our Ood, It should pro- 
e caution, let us not be high-minded but 
It should stimulate to duty, let us woric 
le it is day, the night rameth, and it may 
y soon be here. It should leiid to watcb- 
leas, let us watch and pray, lest we enter 
) temptation. It should stir us up to prayer, 
us jiray always with all prayer and suppli- 
lon in the $puit. It should prevent careless- 
a, self-confidence, and lukewarmuess, our 
) are on the alert, the snares are laid Jbr our 
t, the master is coming, the hour of death 
y be just at hand. Let us therefore be sober, 
I watch unto prayer. 

Amidit a thousand snires I stsnd. 
Upheld and guarded by thy hsnd ; 
Still let chy presence be my stay. 
And guard me in this dui^^wiu «»-1 ■ 



366 DECEMBER 17. 

CflK A« naiM, Jmuj.— Matt. i. 21 
Thit u, B Saviol'b. He deserves the 
for he undertook to save^he cune in 
world to save — he fulfilled the law, waa i 
t-uTse, and atoned for bid that lie might . 
lie Uvea and pleada in beaveu to save. £ 
save any character. He will save all his [ 
He doet save all who come to God by bin 
kai saved myriada already. He Eavea _ 
lu an act of grace. He saves faliy, or fi 
evils to all good. He saves etemally, y 
his people bejijinl the possibility of pen 
He saves eousistcatly with hU the perfect! 
God's nature. He save^ without infrini^ 
of the principles of the divine governmem 
KBvea mdliona without injury to one. He 
for his own glory, in obedience to bis Fi 
will, out of pure love to his degraded n 
My soul, call him Jesus, for be Jiaii saved 
Tell all around that he is Jeaujj, and cai 
them. His work is to save. Ilia olfice 
save. His delight is to save. He is the 
tbe aU-:iufficiEat, the o«\ti^pote»t Saviour, 
saves though all hcU oppusee, he saves t; 
sinners are ungrateful, and he saves though 
he saves doubt and distrust him. He is ru 
alted at God' 
repentance ui 

Trust in hia nunc, an 

Shall feel your sins 

Anlioipole youthea*'! 

And own his love ii 



DECEMBER IB. 357 

7%e hoip people. — I«aiab Izii, 12. 
Such are all the Lord's people. He con- 
vinces them of sin, sets their nearti againrt tin, 
and they give up the practice of sin. Tbey 
were chosen to be holy. Jesus gave himself for 
them that they may ]be sanctified. The Holy 
Spirit takes possesaion of them, in order to make 
them meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in li^ht. Hohness becomes their 
element and delight. Tbey sigh for it, seek it, 
and endeavour to practice it. They were once 
very impure, hut tbey are nasbed, tbey are 
sanctified, they are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, Bud by the Spirit of their Ood. 
Justification lies at the root of sanctification. 
If the man is justified, be will be sanctified ; 
and it is only by aanctification, that be provea bis 
justification, tu vtuu ne ttdk of sin being par- 
doned, if it is not subdued. The man nbo can 
live in sin is neither just nor holy ; he gives no 
evidence of interest in Jesus, or that ne is a 

Cker of the Holy Ghnst. AU holy persons, 
ver their unholiness, mourn over it, pray 
to be delivered from it, strive against it, and 
Ions to be perfectly tree from all that defiles. 
Sucb are the boly people, tbe redeemed of the 
Lord. Are you one of them? Is this your 
present experience? 

Jehoioh i> a holy God ; 
Christ will alone (be puic confess ; 
Angels ate holy, and the road 
To heaven, is (hot of holiness. 
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DECEMBER 20. 

All things are become new, — 2 

Such is the feeling of the you 
ad such is the fact in reference to 
an. He has a new Ufe, which is s\ 
;eds upon new provision, the hread 
own from heaven. He is engaged 
loymeuts, which are holy. He acts 
lotive, the love of Christ constrains 
ims at a new end, even God's glory, 
new society, the church of God. 
ecorae new. He has a new federal 
;coud Adam. He is introduced int 
Eiradise, peace and reconciliation to C 
under a new covenant, the covenant 
:)t of works. He enters into new i 
ad, is his Father — angels, his servants- 
his Brother — the Holy Spirit, his Co 
*. stands in new relations, to God, 
Id — to angels, a charge — ^to the world 
8 — to Christ, a servant — ^to the Holy 
emple. He experiences new desur^ 
3s, new fears, and new joys. He lo 
w heaven and a new earth, wherein d 
eousness. He is not as he was, 
i not what he was, carnal. He is no 
as, in Adam — he is in Christ. I 
'reature, old things are passed aw 
i, all things are become new." 

ow, Lord, I would be thine alone, 
And wholly live to thee ; 
is grace indeed that thou should'st ow 
\ worthless worm like me. 



PF.rF.MBER 21. 

His: rhcu faith ."'—Rom. xiv. 22. 

\' \'".L ha\e, Goil swve it vou, for it is the 
: . o: Invi. It* you have uow. you had not 
. r'lT Ail are destitute ot' faith by nature. If 
■\ \ . t\«:tb. you feel the iK>wer of unbelief, 
\r.."',' \\\i\\ \i, au'l prav to 1)0 deliyered from 
11. -.5! &.oi\ t'liith iu Christ? Do you believe 
' ■ i* oIaii".> are vahd .* That his word is true ? 
• : i-is SLUT'iUv is suttieient to atone for thy 
V>iU \\v is the pro}>or objiH.*t of trust, love, 
; ■\.^:-<Viip ' That as a believer, he ^^11 save 
' : ■ :ui tXvTUisiinj: siUvatiou? Have you 
: " :-^ ^r.i-s: 1 :< vord** To rely with confi- 
.' .^'i ".:;> th»'shv.'d work ? To profess your de- 
.■'.i!u\' o:: !»im ;:loue? To commit your soul 
\^ ".■:s "'L-n.U to he s:iveil by his grace? Have 
.'. \:\ z'\ to \r.t;:rt* iu liis cause, and lioldlv to 
.^•■i \ vHirselt* ro he ou the Lord's side ? llave 
'i: I'-.i:''^. '.=1 Ciod iis your Futlier? Can you 
".v-^ v' x\-:\z ho i\*.res tor you, that he will supply 
L/ v..\,!<. th:it lit' will giude you by his couii- 
s-'l Aud ntrerwiirds reivive you to glon*? Can 
\.^-.: :rr»<r -.r.s faithftdness. rest on his promises. 
■i:i.l li»i\ ; \nir ivucoms in his hanils? Have 
\ ,'M uiirii to believe that you are delivered from 
'.!-v» l:iw. thiit \ou art" in friendship with God, 
Aud n!a\ w:tlk at liberty? Daily feed yoiur faith 
V- i:'\ I Jod's prvnuises. and watch against unbeh'-t. 

True f'ith rftines the heart. 
An. I nuritios u::h Mood ; 
J J Si'* the wholo jiospel. not a part. 
Ar.d holds the ^::xT o^ God. 
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DECEMBER 22. 361 

iore given you an example,- — John xiii. 15. 
i.Te yoii prepnred to copy his example ? Do 
study It? Do you admire it? Do you 
rtily desire exatrtly to resemble it? In vain 
you hope to be saved by his sacrifice, if you 
not imitnte his example. Re left us an ex- 
pie that we should follow in bis ateps. Look 
lis faith in his Father's word. His love to 
Father'^ name. His zeal for his Father'* 
ry. His submission to his Father's will. 
■■ diligence in his Father's work. Look at his 
? to his people. At his patience. His for- 
rance. His Ions-suffering. His pity. His 
demess. His self-denial. His faithfulness. 
; humihty. Hia meekness. His sympathy. 
I readiness to hcl|i them. Look at his pity 
sinners. Hear him pray for them. See him 
ip over them. OWrve how he seeks to 
lefit them. How he stoops to them. How 
tently he endures their contradiction against 
iself He is your example. You are diuly 
mitate ]iim. You should every evening com- 
e your conduct through the dav with his. 
voutd do you good often to ask, How would 
us act in this case 7 What would he do uo- 
these circumatanccs 7 O to he like him < 
copy his example daily — exactly I Holy 
rit descend and give the power '. 

Be Chrial our pallern and our guide! 

Hia image may wc bear! 
O may we tread his sacrecf steps, 
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DECEMBER 24. 

e truth and sell it not, — Prov. x 

a need the truth. It is necessary 
en the mind, sanctifV the heart, cli 
i, and regulate the me. All goodnc: 
m truth, and all evil from error. T. 
iy the truth. It is to be had, but it : 
iought. It will cost you something if 
tain it. But you cannot buy it too de 
has fetdied a very high price, some ha^ 
their liberty, all their comforts, and th< 
for it. It is in God's book, as in a mine 
in Christ's person, as its centre and hon 
hour in the mine. Study Christ. Be < 
laborious, and determined to have the 
possible. Pray. Strive. Honor the Hoi 
who alone can put you in possession oi 
is his office to teach the truth, he leads 
By degrees. By exercise. By a va 
means. Having bought the truth, neve 
No one can bid you a sufficient price for i 
can find no substitute for it. You will 
to need it, to direct you in perplexity — 
fort you in sickness — ^to cheer you in si 
and to support you in death. Pleasure 
for it. Honour may bid for it. Wea] 
bid for it. But sell it not. Study it^ 
it — enjoy it — and practice it ; make it yo 
panion — your food — and yoiur solace. 

O thou the living way, 
The truth, the life, bestow 

That holy light whose vital ray 
Shall lead, all truth to know. 




DECEMBER 2j. 

Jmut irn* barn in Betkhhfm. — Matt. ii. 1. 

WiiKS Jetxn n-as bora, we do not exultl 
kiinir, Qoil hath conrealed it ; but that he ■■ 
honi. a most (ilainly revelled. We know nkff* 
he Vita bom, anil ahg he nu born. He id 
i-tcmally existed as God. He wb« one with, ai 
I'qiint (q the Father. But be became man. Hi 
wnt ['onecived in MBr}''g womh. He naa ban 
ill Ketblehem. He was a weak and hel^cM 
infant, and yet at the some time the Mighty God, 
the ETerlaating Father, the Prince of peuc 
Deitj' and humanity united in his penon. H* 
took our nature to take away our sms. He be- 
rame a roan in order to be a Saviour. He cuM 
on purpose to save sinners. This was hit object 
This was his work. For this he lived, uicl !>• 
botu«d, and suffered, and died. He came to bt 
our substitute. He was bom once, that we mi^ 
be born again. He died once, that we miglil 
not experience the second death, but live for em. 
His love passeth knowledge. His birth wai tbi 
greatest diaplay of condescension, which heava 
or earth ever witnessed. It was introductory tt 
his obedient life, meritorious death, victonooi 
resurrection, triumphant ascension, and Kloriaoi 
second advent. He was bom in Bethlehem, in 
weakness and poverty; he vill soon come tt 
earth again, with power and great glory. 
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DECEMBER 26. 

Should it be according to thy mind.-Ji 

Many appear to think so. If we 
by their conduct they think tliat the 
should have consulted their ease, the: 
their aggrandizement. The gosuel 
what they would hke it to be. Froi 
not work as they desire. Few thing 
as they should be. Complaining moi 
it be according to thy mind ? is n( 
carnal? Is it not seilish? Is it not 
If it were according to thy mind, wou 
tflory be obscured? Would not ot 
Would not thy lusts be fed? W( 
temptations be stronger? Would n 
be greater ? Is not thy God wisei 
holier than thou art? Does he no 
Are not his mercies over all his v 
r'ou may be aiiiicted, you may be 
e sickly, what then? You are wis 
for a competency, for fi*eedom fr 
'* should it be according to thy mi 
let us ^uard against such a spirit 
but it IS unreasonable, it is crimi 
ous. The thing is impracticable 
^vem, he is wonderml in coun: 
In working. His ways are just, ) 
his designs are merciful, and y 
complete, every part will reflec 

Let saints proclaim Jeho 
And acquiesce in all his 
He keeps eternity in sig! 
And what his hand perfo 




; of God. 

iiv? They were in great tribulation for 
i' sake, '("hey enilureil pereeciition, tempta- 
the inwnrd conflict, sickness, sorrow, and % 
: y of atllictions, looking unto Jesua and seek- 
) jilease and glorify him. They were in great 
lation, but they were not overvihelmtd by it. 
passed through it with courage, beingdivine- 
iported. Thev frequently contracted defile- 

m tliis filthy 'world, but they hated sin and 
loathed themselves on account of it, and 
washed their robes and made tbem white in 
lood of the Lamb. They knew — they prii- 
:hev used— and they enjoyed the open fouu- 
l^HBRBFORE are thev before the throne, 

are now safe — accepted — approved— happy. 

aer%'e Qod day and night in his temple. They 

without weskneas — wearineM— or ilrowai- 

They serve him cheerfully — perfectly— and 
erruptedly. They are freed from all want 
ain. They hungerno more. Theythirrtau 
. God dweUsamongthem. Theyknowno- 

of lassitude — opposition — or sorrow. The 
) feeds them in person, rules them in love. 
?ads them to the ererflowing fountain of life : 
iod has wipedawBV every tear from their eyca, 

are blessed far beyond their expectations. 
Wilb wondiTing joy ihey recollect 

Their fe»ri and danger* pul : 
And bless the wisdom, povir, uid loir, 
Which bruught them sale at Um.. 
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are hxSts wbicb be lias not detected, follies which 
have escaped his notice, and he i)ra\.s to be 
cleansed from them. He would not only have 
them pardoned, but the stain of them erased ; 
he desires to be kept from them in future. Our 
secret faults are numerous, they often spring 
from inattention, from giving way to our naturu 
inclination, from the unspiritud state of our' 
souls. But the fountain of a Saviour's blood, 
will cleanse from them all ; and the power of 
the Holy Spirit, can preserve us from a similar 
course in future. We need be filled with the 
Spirit, if we are to keep our hearts with all dili- 
gence, if we are to preserve a watch over our 
souls in private as well as in pubUc ; let us seek 
this blessing. Christians once enjoyed it, and 
we are exhorted to possess it : for the Apostle 
says, " Be not drunk with wine wherein is ex- 
cess, BUT BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT." 

Seek it as a gift, and expect it as a favour. 

Lord, who can all his wanderings know ? 

Or watch where guilt begins ? . 
Then let thy grace my heart renew, 

And cleanse from secret sins. 




;>roini«p fiilfilleil. Ten thbui 
I'nniimlicrccl blettiDfta beet 
nr hini' romtnittuil! What 
l<'(-r['(l '. What pririleeci i 
lIoK rnitlilcKs we have oecn, 
ful our (text. X(it one tbii 
that hr pramiscil. all is a 
iihligationa an- infinite. Ou] 
i-niiMiinl. Uiir lives should 
Oiir jirrxons wholly roniiecTa 
'ir haih dealt gniciouBly nit 
<nv Finn, in hearin); my pr 
•ny foi'B. in protecting my 
my fret, HnH enabling mc i 
flood wayi'. my soul, 
Lord, he is thy help ami 
upon him in every future t 
to him all that is dear an 
esteem. lAve upon his wo: 
riilne«s. Act for his glor; 
saints. Rest in the Lord,' 
for him, and trust him more 

Then in the hislory of r 
When men review my 

They'll read his l<ii« in 
In every lino \h» pi».i 



371 
INVITATIONS. 



Come now, and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord, though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow ; thoueh they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool. — Isai. i. 18. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn of me ; fur I am 
meek and lowly of heart : and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls : for my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light. — Matt. xi. 28, 30.. 

Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink. — John 

VU. O/. 

Look unto me, and be .ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth ; for I am God, and there is none 
else. — Isai. xlv. 22. 

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and ye that hath no money ; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk, 
without money and without price. — Isai. Iv. I. 

Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the 

Lord ; and I will not cause mine anger to fall 

upon you; for I am merciful, saith the Lord, 

and I ¥nll not keep anger for ever. — Jer. iii. 12. 

And the Spirit and me bride say. Come : and 

Let him that heareth say. Come : and jet him 

tihat is athirst, come : and whosoever will, let 

hhrx take the water of life freely. — Rev. xxiL. VI • 

wAnd they would not coma.— ^^aXX.. txsl,*^. 
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MMANDS 






landeth all men every wfae/v 

tvii. 30. 

jlieve the gospel. — Mark i. 15. 

)mmandment. That we should 

me of his Son Jesus Christ, 

her, as he gave us command" 

23. 

Iment I eive unto you. That 

ir ; as I have loved you, that 

other. — John xiii. 34. 

aded you, that if any would ^ 

lould he eat. — 2 Thess. iii. 10. 

, Love your enemies, bless j 

a, do good to them that hate 

them which despitefully use ^ 

you. — Matt. vi. 44. 

h persecute you : bless, and , 

pense to no man evil for evil. ' \ 

est in the sight of all men. 

is much as lieth in you, live I 

men. — Rom. xii. 14, 17, 18. 

ngs be done with charily. — ^ 

done unto edifying. — 1 Cor. j 

re ye eat, or drink, or what- j 

all to the glory of God. — ^ 



fag hfe«— John iii. 36. 

Whosoever helieveth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins. — Acts x. 43. 

Joy shall he in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth. — Luke xv. 7- 

Unto you therefore which helieve he is pre- 
cious. — I Peter ii. 7. 

We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, hecause we love the brethren. — 1 John 
iii. 14. 

As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God. — Rom. viii. 14. 

If ye continue in my words, then are ye my 
disciples indeed. — John viii. 31. 

"Wnom the Lord loveth he correcteth. — Prov. 
iii. 12. 

If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jems, and shalt beUeve in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
i!&.«dt be layed. — Rom. x. 9« 
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EXHORTATIONS. 



liretbreu, give diligence to moke you 
und election sure.— 2 Pet. i. !0. 

I beseech you, bretliren, by the rn 
God, tliat ye present your bodies a livi 
lice, holy, iic«cptAble unto God which 
reasonable service. And be not conft 
this world; but be ye trauhfomied hj 
newing of your mind, that ye may pti 
is that good and acc^table, and per 
ofGod.— Rom. xii. 1,2. 

I tbereforej the prisoner of the Lonl, 
you that ye walk worthy of the vocatioi 
with ye are called, with nil lowhness w 
ness, with long-sufferioB, forbearing one 
in love.7— Ephes. iv. 1, 2. 

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as 1 
and pilgrims, nbstaia from fleshly lust 
war against the soul; having your coii< 
honest among the Gentiles ; that whei 
ipeak against you as evil doers, thev 
your good works which they ahall beholc 
God in the day of visitation.— 1 Pet. ii 
And exhorted them all, that with pu 
Aeart they tvould cleave unto the 
^KcU xi. 23. 

Exhorting them to continue in the fi 
'%:Zist we must through much tribulatit 
into the kingdom of God. — Acts xIt. 2£ 
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